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The Messenger
TERM 2 WEEK 1 TUESDAY 23rd APRIL 2019

Bon Voyage to our first Year 10 Cultural Exchange students who, together with Fran and Peter, are spending the term in
Slovenia at the Ljubljana Waldorf School. We wish them safe travels and a wonderful adventure!
May those things shine again
On the path through life
That in the time of youth
Were planted in the heart
As the seal of true humanity.
May those things be strong
In the depth of memory
Which the soul discovered
Through the heart
Under the spirit guidance
Of the powers that teach for life.
Rudolf Steiner

To Parents and Friends,
Welcome to Term 2, 2019. This term promises to be very different for the school. Peter and I will be accompanying Year 10 on
a term long visit to Slovenia where the students will be staying with host families and attending the Ljubljana Waldorf School.
Jen O’Donnell will also be overseas, enjoying her well-deserved long service leave by walking the Camino trail, but for those
of us not visiting foreign lands, there are many intriguing events planned for Mansfield Steiner School.
Jen has left much preparation for her French classes. She has already prepared Classes 3 to 9 for their involvement in the

Alliance Française Competition on May 10th. Claire Little will be supporting students with their recitation as well as taking
Rosa Mundi Prep children for French. Jen’s classes will be covered by the Secondary teachers who would normally be
teaching Year 10.
Unfortunately, Alannah, our beloved cello teacher has a serious illness which requires much treatment and she may be absent
for most of this term. Howard will make other arrangements for Alannah’s students. We wish Alannah a very speedy recovery
and look forward to her return.
In my absence our Deputy Principal, Jacinta Walker, will be sharing responsibilities with the support of the School Leadership
Team comprising of; Andrew Karzons - Operations Manager, Suzanne Van Wyk - Secondary School Co-ordinator and Sue
Plumb - I.B. Co-ordinator. Communication is always the best way to solve any issue, concern or even to dispel a rumour.
Problems can only be solved if they are addressed through the proper channels. If your issues concern your child please
speak directly to your Class Teacher, if you have concerns about the school please speak to a member of the SLT. If you
need to discuss financial issues, please contact Andrew.
This term is the Governance Board's AGM. It is an opportunity to meet the board members and to be part of the election of the
next board. There are also social events, a working bee and class camps. We will also be holding two family festivals; the
lantern walk and bonfire in the damp autumnal air and the Winter Solstice festival which will mark the end of Term 2.
May it be an exciting, fulfilling and productive term for all.
Fran Cummins
Principal

EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER
Term 2: Tuesday 23 April – Friday 21 June
Year 10 students and staff to Slovenia

Easter Sunday 21 April

Easter Monday Public Holiday

Monday 22 April

Term 2 commences

Tuesday 23 April 9am

ANZAC Day public holiday

Thursday 25 April

ANZAC Day memorial ceremony

Memorial gates 9.45am

Kinder and School Working Bee

Saturday 27 April 8am – 1pm (breakfast at 8am)

Lou Harvey-Zahra - Parent Talk

Monday 29 April 7.30pm – 9pm

Screen-Free Week

Monday 29 April – Friday 3 May

Year 7, 8 & 9 Biking/Art Mt Stirling camp

Monday 29 April – Wednesday 1 May

Prep Come & Try Day

Tuesday 30 April 9.00 – 11.30am
Tuesday 30 April

Lou Harvey-Zahra Parent workshops

9.15am-12.00pm: Toddlers-6 years

Lou Harvey-Zahra Teacher PD

Tuesday 30 April 3.45pm

Class 3 Merrigum Farm Camp

Wednesday 1 May – Friday 3 May

12.30 – 3.00pm: 7 - 12 years

School Assembly (Class 5 performance)

Friday 3 May 2.45pm

Year 7 Bike Ride for Venilale

Saturday 4 May 10.00am – 3.00pm

2020 Rosa Mundi Prep information evening

Tuesday 7 May 7.00pm

Rosa Mundi Prep Bindaree visit

Thursday 9 May 10.30am

Berthe Mouchette French competition Class 3 – Year 9

Friday 10 May during the school day

School Assembly (Class 4 performance)

Friday 10 May 2.45pm

School Autumn Festival and Class 1 play

Friday 10 May 6.00pm

Family Social gathering – Camp out (Scott Ersvaer)

Saturday 11 May (Details to come)

Class 4 Zoo Camp

Monday 13 - Wednesday 15 May

NAPLAN Testing Classes 3/5/7/9

Tuesday 14 – Thursday 16 May

School Assembly (Junior Performance Orchestra)

Friday 17 May 2.45pm

Early Childhood Autumn Festival

Friday 17 May

MSPO Music Tour

Monday 20 – Wednesday 22 May

Annual General Meeting

Monday 20 May 7.00pm

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2019 Calendar...

SUBSCRIBE

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
Please note down the forthcoming school assembly dates for the
new term.
We hope you can make it along to enjoy your child's performance...
Friday, May 3 - Class 5 performance
Friday, May 10 - Class 4 performance
Friday, May 17 - Junior Performance Orchestra
Friday, May 24 - Class 3 performance
Friday, May 31 Class 2 performance
Friday, June 14 - Class 1 performance
Friday, June 21 - Class 6 performance

ANZAC DAY INVITATION
Students have been learning the ANZAC songs in class and as a
school group.
It would be lovely to see lots of students come along to sing with the
other primary schools at the memorial service this Thursday.
Please join us at the Mansfield Recreation Reserve memorial gates
on Highett Street at 9.45am, Thursday 25th April - all welcome

KINDER & SCHOOL WORKING BEE
SATURDAY 27th APRIL 8am - 1pm
Please bring your gardening gloves and muscle to the working bee
this Saturday.
Our working bees are a great opportunity to connect with the school
community and help to maintain the grounds and environment that
your children spend so much time in.
We thank each and every one of you who puts this time aside to
help support our school – your efforts don’t go unnoticed.
8.00am sharp - Enjoy a healthy, organic breakfast served from the
school kitchen.
9:00am Action! (Weeding and mulching, cleaning windows and
cobwebs, full task list available on Saturday)
11.00am Morning Tea (Please bring a plate to share).
Donna needs a parent helper to help set up for breakfast at 7.00am - please contact Donna directly (0421 002 347) to offer
your support, thank you!

Any questions, please call Pat: 0409 497 530.

FRENCH COMPETITION
Attention Class 3 to Year 9 students, have you been practicing?
On Friday, May 10 all Class 3 to 9 students will need to be able to
recite their french poem from memory for the Alliance Française
Berthe Mouchette competition.
All the resources are on the school website, under the Parent
Resources page (just click on your child’s year level).
Please check in with your child to ensure they have practiced and
can recite their poem - if not, the videos will be very helpful. The
finalists of the competition will have the opportunity to travel to
Melbourne to compete for some fantastic prizes. Bonne chance
(good luck).

LOU HARVEY-ZAHRA
Mansfield Steiner School is excited to be hosting an inspirational
talk on Parenting Children to Thrive! on Monday 29th
April. International speaker and bestselling parenting author Lou
Harvey-Zahra will explore: understanding the stages of child
development, creating a harmonious home and how to stay
connected as a family.
The following day she will also be presenting a number of focused
workshops on creative discipline for parents with children aged
toddler to 6 and 7-12.
Parent Talk: Monday 29th April 7.30 - 9.00pm
Lou's talk will cover the ‘three gifts of childhood’ and the major
changes at the 7-year change of teeth, 9-year Crossing and 12-year
Rubicon.
$10 - BOOK NOW HERE
___________________________________________________
Parent workshops: Tuesday 30th April
9.15 and 12.30pm - Creative Discipline Workshop for parents with a
toddler to 6-years-old.
How to discipline without using punishments and rewards and
strengthen the parent-child bond.
12.30pm to 3.15pm - Creative Discipline Workshop for parents with
a 7 to 12-year-old.
Creative strategies for installing positive values and increase family
harmony.
For workshop bookings please contact - lou@skiptomylouparenting.com or 0425 780 681

BIKE RIDE FOR VENILALE
SATURDAY 4th May, 10.00am
Mark your calendar for our annual Venilale Bike Ride, all funds
raised will go to support our partner school Uai Laco in Timor Leste.

Previous fundraising has allowed them to purchase a speaker for
the school sound system, a printer and an external hard drive.
More recent fundraising has been allocated to the purchase
of much-needed sporting equipment and uniforms.
We sometimes take our situation for granted and focus on what we
want rather than showing gratitude for the good fortune that has been bestowed upon us, allowing us to live a comfortable and
fulfilling life in a vibrant and beautiful part of Australia. By taking up the challenge of riding to Maindample on the 4th May, we
can receive many benefits of - family enjoyment, fitness and the knowledge that our efforts are greatly appreciated by a
striving school in a developing country.
To register contact: admin@mrssk.vic.edu.au or call 03 5779 1445
Entry fee: $15 individual, $25 couple, $40 family – includes BBQ.
Never underestimate the positive effect you can have on others’ lives.
See below flyer for more details…

GET YOUR TICKETS BEFORE THEY SELL
OUT!
Tuesday 11 June 2019 at The PAC, Mansfield.
Tickets are selling fast to our annual school fundraiser - The
Melbourne International Comedy Festival Roadshow!
With a line-up of artists sure to tickle anyone’s funny bone, the
Roadshow has something for everyone. Grab a mate, grab a date…
grab a ticket to the Roadshow!
MC Cal Wilson, Ben Knight, Dave Callan, Lloyd Langford (UK)
and more!
Tickets $40+bf

BOOK NOW

NEW PLAYGROUP SESSION
Research shows play-based programs support the development of
socially competent learners, able to face challenges and create
solutions.
We are inviting anyone considering Steiner education for their child,
to come and experience The Mansfield Steiner School Playgroup.
Please feel free to extend this invitation to any of your networks.
MONDAY 9.30am -11.30am.
MONDAY 1.00pm – 3.00pm (Trialling NEW afternoon session for
the first four weeks of the term).
Bookings essential, please email janen@mrssk.vic.edu.au or call 03
5779 1445

SCREEN FREE WEEK
Monday 29th April - Sunday 5th May

You are invited to join in Screen-Free Week where, together, we
pledge to turn off entertainment screen media (TV, video games,
computer games, apps etc).
7 days to unplug read, play, daydream, create, explore and spend
more time with family and friends.
We understand screens have become an integral part of our
communication but for this week we ask you to consider your usage
and use them only for work and research. Turn it off for
leisure. UNPLUG AND PLAY!

PREP TRY DAY
TUESDAY 30th April, 9.00am - 11.30am
Letting children play is one of the core principles at the heart of the

Prep programme at Mansfield Steiner School.
Play encourages creativity, social interaction, initiative and physical,
cognitive and emotional strength.
Play is a vital introduction to formal education, all children enjoy and
succeed at playing. Play underpins learning - it is the most natural
thing for all children to do.
Come meet our Early Childhood staff, visit our beautiful Rosa Mundi
room and school and find out more about Steiner Education and its
relevance in the 21st Century.
Bookings essential: 03 5779 1445

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The school AGM will be held on Monday, May 20 at 7:00pm in
the Melliodora Hall.
The AGM is open to all Association Members. Membership of the
Association is open to all current and past parents and staff, as well
as others with a connection to the school. Application forms for
membership of the association are available at the office.
This year, in addition to the normal AGM formalities, the meeting will
consider nominations for four positions on the Governance
Committee, which are available as a result of four members
completing their two-year terms.
The Governance Committee is essentially the School’s Board of
Directors and is made up of seven elected, up to two invited
members and the School’s Principal. The Governance Committee is
responsible for setting the strategic direction of the school. The
year ahead is a particularly important and exciting time for the
School and its Governance Committee -making sure we are on
track to deliver the International Baccalaureate in 2020 and
continuing work on our Masterplan.
The Governance Committee meet on a monthly basis (generally the fourth Monday of the month at 6:30pm). Members are
also expected to take up a position on a sub-committee relevant to their skills and experience (these also meet monthly).
If you are interested in being nominated for a position on the School Governance Committee, please contact Sarah Lieber,
Governance President, for an information pack and application form on 0401 016 198.

OUR TEACHERS

JANE NEALON
PLAYGROUP LEADER & KINDERGARTEN ASSISTANT

Jane first came to the school with her two boys because of the Playgroup and is now our Playgroup Leader. In addition to this,
she also works in the Kindergarten with our 3 and 4-year-old children.
Jane is a qualified OT and is currently training to be an Extra Lesson practitioner. The Extra Lesson training was established
over 25 years ago as an approach to working with children with learning and behavioural difficulties on a 1:1 basis. The full
practitioner training course is a combination of workshops and distance learning over a period of 3 years.
Blessing on this room of ours,
Blessing on the garden flowers,
Blessing on the birds and trees,
on the butterflies and bees.
Blessing on the dolls and toys,
on our quietness and our noise.
Blessing on the children dear,
On the grown-ups who come here.
Blessing on our work and play God be with us all each day.

GARDEN & GROUNDS
What beautiful autumn weather, the colours are fantastic. We are
still watering constantly, and enjoying the little bit of recent rain.
The winter veggies are settling in well, being watered with compost
tea. Garlic is planted.
This week students will be harvesting tomatoes, lettuce, basil,
parsley, beans, capsicum, bok-choy and spinach.
We are waiting for potatoes, corn and pumpkin to ripen.
There will be lots of leaves to rake up and collect for mulching the
veggies!
When more rain comes we will stir and spray B.D. '500'.
Pat Dowling (Garden & Grounds Coordinator)

PONDERING STEINER
We will gather on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start
for our reading group.
There is no requirement of reading aloud nor homework. All
welcome!
Shop 5, 12 High Street, Mansfield
Enquiries to: Janina 0421812881 or Ishe
0488 259 571.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
CAMP, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like; school
camps or trips, swimming and school-organised sport programs, outdoor education programs AND excursions and incursions.
Applications for 2019 are now open and will close on 28 June 2019 (end of term 2). You can apply if you are a family holding a
valid means-tested concession card or are temporary foster parents. There are two criteria that must be met, please visit the
website HERE for all the details.
2019 LOCAL STUDENT MT BULLER SEASON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For those of you who may be interested in the Mt Buller Local Student Season Pass, online link below. Note: that applications
are all being done online this year, Buller Holidays will not be accepting any hard copies. (ALSO: Season Membership
$449.00 only - Lesson packages are NOT relevant to our school ski program).
The more parents who take up this offer for their children, the larger percentage of donations the school will receive from the
Mark Adams Ski & Golf day held in July each year which is an added bonus to purchasing a seasons pass.
The deadline for all Student Season Memberships is the 15th May, 2019. This form must be completed, as well as sending
your full payment to your School prior to the deadline.
Locals Student Season Membership Application
https//forms.bullerholidays.com.au/view.php?id=29913
PARENT RESOURCE PAGE
We now have a Parent Resource page on our NEW WEBSITE. Please take a moment to find your child's Class page and
access all the resources now available to you in one place.
For further news and information please follow the links below...
LIBRARY DAYS
STUDENT MOBILE PHONES
SUNSCREEN
PRESCHOOL & SCHOOL FAMILIES
ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL
ALL VISITORS - CHILD SAFE
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE
ALL PARENT HELPERS AT THE KINDERGARTEN AND SCHOOL MUST HAVE A WORKING WITH CHILDREN CARD
STUDENT DROP OFF
DO NOT PARK IN THE TURNING CIRCLES
SUSTAINABILITY IN OUR SCHOOL
OUR MUSIC PROGRAM
SCHOOL POLICIES and PROCEDURES
THE SCHOOL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM
STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES

COMMUNITY NOTICES...
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