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See lasses and lads go dancing by, go dancing by, go dancing by,
See lasses and lads dancing by, let the coloured ribbons fly,
let the coloured ribbons fly.
In rainbow hues make garlands gay, make garlands gay, make garlands gay,
In rainbow hues make garlands gay, let the coloured ribbons fly,
let the coloured ribbons fly!

To friends and families,
Spring is when life's alive in everything.
Christina Rossetti

RSS

We have sprung into Term 4 with the clocks turning forward and impelling us out of bed an hour earlier and ready
to face the day and term with vigour and enthusiasm. I hope everyone is feeling energised after the holidays and
ready for the final term of 2019.
Term 4 is all about finishing the year well before looking to the year ahead. We have several major events in the
next couple of weeks. Saturday October 19 is the Working Bee to prepare the school for Open Day. It is a day for
hard work, but it is also a great opportunity to get to know other families by digging, weeding, barrowing and
mulching together. The day will begin with a healthy and hearty breakfast at 8am.
Over the next few weeks the Year 8s will be adding the final touches to their year long projects. They will present
their projects to the wider community on Wednesday October 16 at 7pm in the Melliodora Hall. The aim of the Year
8 Project is for the students to pursue an interest, whether it be acquiring a new skill, making something new or
renovating something old. Each student decides on their project at the beginning of the year, finds a mentor who
has skills in the area to support them and then proceeds to work towards achieving this goal. Their trials and
successes are recorded in a journal along the way. There are many lessons learned about time management,
making decisions, working within a budget and not giving up when mistakes or failures occur. It is an entertaining
and insightful evening, and everyone is welcome. The Year 8s will also be presenting their Shakespeare play,
Twelfth Night on the Thursday before Open Day.
The newly formed Music Faculty will also be busy preparing students for the end of year music concert. The
Performance Orchestras will be rehearsing in preparation for many performances this term, with the MSPO’s first
gig this Saturday at the Delatite Winery.
In the interest of transparency and equity many job positions have been advertised on the Steiner Education
Website. Positions for the 2020 school year will be confirmed as soon as possible.
May it be a happy and fulfilling term for all.
Fran Cummins
Principal

2019-SCHOOL EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER
Term 4: Tuesday 8 October–Wednesday 11 December
Staff PD day

Monday 7 October

Walk to school month commences

Monday 7 October

Kindergarten and School commences

Tuesday 8 October

Primary Aths Epping Secondary Aths Albury Eligible
students
Year 7 2nd Immunisation session

Thursday 10 October
Monday 14 October

Cricket Victoria Class 5&6

Tuesday 15 October

Cricket Victoria Class 3&4

Wednesday 16 October

Year 8 Projection Presentations

Wednesday 16 October 7pm

Class 4 play The Death of Baldur

Thursday 18 October 12pm & 7pm

Year 8/9 Class play – Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night

Thursday 24 12pm & 6pm

Open Day Preparation day STUDENT FREE

Friday 25 October

SPRING FAIR & OPEN DAY

Saturday 26 October 10am - 3pm

Year 10 Work Experience workshops (onsite)

Monday 28 October – Friday 1 November

Governance Meeting

Monday 28 October 6.30pm

Kinder to Prep Transition session

Tuesday 29 October

Prep to Class 1 Transition session

Tuesday 29 October

CyberSafety Students workshop (Class 5 and upwards)

Tuesday 29 October during school hours

CyberSafety Staff workshop

Tuesday 29 October 4pm

Parenting in the Digital World workshop

Tuesday 29 October 7pm

Walk to school healthy breakfast – Melliodora Hall

Wednesday 30 October 8.30am

Class 5 play – Ramayana

Thursday 31 October time 12pm & 6pm

2020 Secondary Camps Information night

Thursday 31 October 7pm

High Country Festival Long Weekend STUDENT FREE

Monday 4 & Tuesday 5 November

Year 10 class play – The Grimms Spectaculathon
(Youth and Adult performance only, 13 years & above)
Class 5 Greek Olympics at MRSS

Thursday 7 November 7pm
Friday 8 November

Year 10 Work Experience (offsite)

Monday 11 – Thursday 14 November

Kinder to Prep Transition session

Tuesday 12 November

Rosa Mundi Bindaree visit

Thursday 14 November

Report Writing Day STUDENT FREE

Friday 15 November

Health and Wellbeing workshops for students

Monday 18 November during school hours

Health and Wellbeing FREE parent workshop

Monday 18 November 7.00pm

Secondary Exam week 8/9/10

Monday 18 – Friday 22 November

Year 7 Tasmanian Camp

Monday 18 – Saturday 23 November

Kindergarten & School WORKING BEE

Saturday 19 October 8am – 1pm

Class 4 Local Camp

Wednesday 20 – Friday 22 November

Classes 5 & 6 Canberra Camp

Monday 25 – Friday 29 November

Governance Meeting

Monday 25 November 6.30pm

Year 7 Exams

Tuesday 26 Wednesday 27 November

Yr 10 IB Head Start Melbourne

Tuesday 26 – Thursday 28 November

Year 8/9 Overnight local hike

Wednesday 27 – Thursday 28 November

Kinder to Prep Transition session

Tuesday 26 November

Prep to Class 1 Transition day

Tuesday 26 November

Eurythmy with Imelda Prep – Class 5

Thursday 28 – Friday 29 November

Year 7 Creative writing morning & sports afternoon

Friday 29 November

Secondary Head Start classes

Monday 2 – Monday 9 December

End of Year Music Concert

Wednesday 4 December 7pm

Eurythmy with Imelda Prep – Class 5

Thursday 5 Friday 6 December

Secondary Water Sports

Friday 6 December

Year 8/9 Bronze Camp

Monday 9 – Friday 14 December

Kinder to Prep Transition day

Tuesday 10 December

Prep to Class 1 Transition day

Tuesday 10 December

Class 6 – 7 Transition day

Tuesday 10 December

Early Childhood Christmas Festival

Wednesday 11 December 10am-12pm

Last day Term 4 – Normal departure time

Wednesday 11 December

School Christmas Festival

Wednesday 11 December

Staff Planning day

Thursday 12 December

Staff Planning day

Friday 13 December

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2019 Calendar...

SUBSCRIBE

KINDERGARTEN & SCHOOL
WORKING BEE SATURDAY 19
OCTOBER
Spring clean prior to Open Day and Spring Fair.
8am Healthy organic breakfast
9am Action
11am Morning tea - kindly bring a plate to share
1pm Finish
Please bring gardening gloves, wheelbarrows and
shovels.
Thank you for your help in maintaining the grounds and
supporting the school, your children spend a lot of time in
this environment, your efforts do not go unnoticed.

CYBER SAFETY WORKSHOPS
TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER
11.30am - 12.30pm The 3 R's Classes 5-8
2pm - 3pm Sexting and image base abuse Years 8, 9 &
10
4pm - 5pm Risk and Response - Teaching staff
7pm - 8pm Parenting in the Digital World - $10 BOOK
HERE

EARLY CHILDHOOD
Now I take the brush so gently,
In my hands with loving care,
I watch the colour flow so softly,
On the paper clean and clear.
The Rosa Mundi and Morning Star children begin Term 4
by embracing the vigour of spring with a change to their
daily routine, playing outside to begin every day.
A new morning tea menu will see new tastes and
flavours introduced as well as fun treats to help prepare.
The beauty of spring will be everywhere with activities in
the garden, stories of growth and change and songs
celebrating the changes of spring with baby birds in
nests and blossoms on the trees.
Parents are reminded that children will need to apply
sunscreen, bring their hats and changes of clothes that include shorts and t-shirts with covered sleeves to keep the
sun off on these warm spring days.

PRIMARY
Class 1 is starting the term with a writing main lesson.

We will be writing sentences and illustrating a class
book. We are also starting to learn the Maypole dances
for the Spring Fair.
Class 2 is starting off Term 4 with our World Legends
main lesson. The students hear stories from around the
world that speak of human striving, the gaining of
wisdom and the relationship with the natural world. We
will also be working on our French play, tending our gardens and learning new spring songs!
Class 3 will begin Term 4 with a maths main lesson learning how to use strategies and processes to complete
maths problems.
Class 4 is welcoming Monty to the class and will be busy preparing our play ‘The Death of Baldur’ for Friday the
18 of October, 12pm and 7pm.
Class 5 begin this term with rehearsals for our play, the Ramayana - a key story told at Divali, the Hindu New Year
celebration of the triumph of good over evil.

SECONDARY
The Year 7s are now embarking on their new main lesson
Age of Discovery. Which looks at some of the early
explorers of the world, geography and some English
works from the early Renaissance.
Year 8's will be presenting their year long projects on
Wednesday Oct 16 in the Melliodora Hall 7pm.
Year 10s have started to pull together their Grimms
Spectacularathon one act play during the coming weeks,
while the Year 8/9s start to knuckle down to perfect their
upcoming play, Twelfth Knight.
Both classes will be practicing their lines, creating
costumes and making sets in anticipation for both of these
performances.
See the Year 8/9s perform Twelfth Knight on Thursday
October 24 at 12pm & 6pm, and for all those 13 years and
overcome and see the Year 10s performing Grimms
Spectacularathonon in a special youth and adult's only
performance on Thursday 7 November at 7pm.
Photo: Year 8 student, Jess, working for her Year 8
Project - Preparing a steer for showing at the Melbourne Show.

WALK TO SCHOOL
Walk to School is an initiative pioneered by VicHealth,
running for the first month of Term 4, 7 Oct to 1 Nov.
We invite all students and teachers to walk or ride to
school where possible. There are also other ways
children can get involved and get active this Walk to
School
month.
To
find
out
more
visit
www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au

Students participating in the Walk to School program can
join us for a healthy breakfast on Wednesday 30 Oct at
8.30am

2020 TERM DATES
Term 1: Tuesday 28 January Staff PD day
Wednesday 29 January students commence.
Last day of term: Friday 27 March – early departure time,
2 week holiday.
Term 2: Tuesday 14 April Staff PD day
Wednesday 15 April students commence.
Last day of term: Friday 19 June - normal departure time,
3 week holiday.
Term 3: Monday 13 July Staff PD day.
Tuesday 14 July students commence.
Last day of term Friday 18 September - early departure
time, 2 week holiday.
Term 4: Monday 5 October Staff PD day.
Tuesday 6 October students commence.
Last day of term: Thursday 10 December - normal
departure time, 6 week holiday.

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY CLASS
PERFORMANCE DATES
Please join us for our assembly each Friday afternoon at
2.45pm
Friday 11 Oct No performance
Friday 18 Oct Class 4 perform
Friday 25 Oct Student Free day
Friday 1 Nov Class 3 perform
Friday 8 Nov Class 2 perform
Friday 15 Nov Student Free day
Friday 22 Nov Class 5 perform
Friday 29 Nov Class 6 perform
Friday 6 Dec Class 1 perform
Wednesday 11 Dec Final assembly

BERTHE MOUCHETTE FRENCH
POETRY RECITATION COMPETITION
RESULTS
Congratulations to students Orvokki Britton and Ivan
Pacak who participated in the Berthe Mouchette French
Poetry recitation competition finals back in August.
The results were announced in late September and we
were thrilled to hear that Orvokki Britton won a “Mention
Spéciale du Jury”, which put her in the top ten of 3281

participating Year 7 students from Victoria.

EURYTHMY with Imelda
Eurythmy encourages grace and beautiful movement
through exercises, patterns and games with increasing
complexity as the children grow.
Thursday 28 Friday 29 November
Thursday 5 Friday 6 December
Prep - Class 6

OUR TEACHERS

SANDI VALERIO
MORNING STAR FACILITATOR
and 3 y.o. KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
Sandi has been involved in Steiner school education for over 23 years. With a focus on early childhood, She has
dedicated herself and her family to the essence of living a Steiner lifestyle, which ultimately brought them to
Mansfield.
Previously Sandi was a parent at Cape Byron and Bowral Steiner Schools, she then began her studies to become
an Early Childhood teacher in Byron Bay. She also ran children's craft workshops, worked across Kindergarten and
ran her own Family Day Care before making the move to Mansfield Steiner School.
Sandi has helped to foster a real sense of community and partnerships within our Early Childhood families. She
has brought a nurturing mother earth presence, supporting the children's experience in an unhurried childhood with
the opportunity to explore and play in nature.
"After being a part of other Steiner schools with my family of four children Mansfield felt like coming home to us.
The school has an essence like no other I have known. Warm, welcoming, relaxed and above all friendly."

YEARS 8 & 9 PRESENT TWELFTH
NIGHT
Thursday 24 OCTOBER 12.00pm and 6.00pm, all
welcome.
"If music be the food of love, play on!”
Shakespeare endures as the world’s most loved and
celebrated play-write. It is an amazing achievement
considering that his plays were written 400 years ago
during The Renaissance. It was a time of individual
brilliance, of innovation and creativity epitomized by the
work of Da Vinci, Raphael, Luther and Shakespeare to
name just a few.
It is this portrayal of the individual that comes through so
strongly in Shakespeare’s plays. He conjures up great
characters that unfold before our eyes with a full range of
human thoughts and feelings.
This celebration of individual character is fitting as an
experience for the students of this age as they are
becoming more awake to their own individuality. They
are becoming more alert to the subtleties of human
feelings and of their own feelings and responses to the
world around them.
Each year we see the students taking great steps forward in their confidence, skills and experience of drama. We
are entertained by their performance, impressed by their talents and delighted to see each individual working
together in a fantastically creative collaboration.

SUSTAINABILITY
Soon the Aussie Backyard Bird Count will be on again
and we will be participating as we did last year.
The difference being, that this year, we have several
pairs of student-sized binoculars (from BirdLife Australia)
to assist us with our 20 minute surveys.
Over the holidays I visited someone who participates in
the count each year by sitting on her front veranda each
day, recording the birds that appear in that little patch of
her garden for the 20 minutes. Of course it doesn’t have
to be in your garden, you don’t have to sit still or be a
bird expert to participate. Interested? Have a look on the
website
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au
for
more
information.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Any parent or friend wanting to help make decorations
for the children, there are kits in the office that need to be
sewn and returned by Monday 18 November (all
decorations need to be returned by this time for wrapping
prior to festivals).
Please help us prepare these gifts…We have triple
packs, pointy packs, day off packs, variety packs, winged
packs and mega packs…..something for everyone
depending on your availability.

Thank you to Craft Group for cutting out all the
decorations so that packs could be prepared for sewing
and gifting at the end of the year.

PARENTS & FRIENDS - CRAFT
GROUP
Craft Group will meet each Tuesday, 9.30am
at Eileen Wettenhall’s, 8 Links Road, Mansfield.
All skill levels catered for.
Please bring reading glasses and scissors if you have
any.
Enquiries to Eileen: 0488555952.

PONDERING STEINER
We will gather on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm for a
7.30pm start for our reading group.
There is no requirement of reading aloud nor
homework. All welcome!
Shop 5, 12 High Street, Mansfield
Enquiries to: Janina 0421812881 or Ishe
0488 259 571.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SECONDARY are now available by application, these scholarships will based on academic
performance or musical skill. The process for applying for the scholarship will be submission of an application form
along with supporting evidence, this will be followed by an interview with the Principal and Secondary Coordinator.
Successful scholarship recipients will have the scholarship awarded as a percentage of tuition fees for the year
and this will be applied at the final invoice in term 4.
Applications close on the 1st of November 2019 | Please contact the office for an application form.
PARENT RESOURCE PAGE UPDATE
The school's parent resource page is an important reference for all parents and will be regularly used to remind
parents of important policy information. Please note both our Risk Minimisation Strategies and Anaphylactic Shock
Management policy can now be found here on our website - https://mansfieldsteiner.vic.edu.au/resources/ In
addition to this the school is also researching new school administration software providers with the hope of
improving the general communication for important items via a parent's portal. We hope to be in a position to
provide more information on this very soon.
KINDERGARTEN SECURITY
It has been noticed recently that the Morning Star gate is not being physically closed properly, particularly when
visitors walk out leaving it to latch automatically.
To ensure student safety please make sure the gate is closed on entry and departure, thank you.

2020 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options.
SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW
Please follow the traffic directions at front of school. Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a
left turn onto the service road, thank you.
THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the Fourth Monday of each month, 6.30pm in the staff room.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Peter Valerio, Catherine Yencken, Andy Stokes, Rosemary Brennan
PARENT RESOURCE PAGE
We have a Parent Resource page on our WEBSITE. Please take a moment to find your child's class page and
access all the resources now available to you in one place.
For further news and information please follow the links below...
LIBRARY DAYS
STUDENT MOBILE PHONES
SUNSCREEN
PRESCHOOL & SCHOOL FAMILIES
ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL
ALL VISITORS - CHILD SAFE
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE
ALL PARENT HELPERS AT THE KINDERGARTEN AND SCHOOL MUST HAVE A WORKING WITH CHILDREN
CARD
STUDENT DROP OFF
DO NOT PARK IN THE TURNING CIRCLES
SUSTAINABILITY IN OUR SCHOOL
OUR MUSIC PROGRAM
SCHOOL POLICIES and PROCEDURES
THE SCHOOL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM
STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES

COMMUNITY NOTICES...
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