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“Our highest endeavor must be to develop free human beings who are able of themselves to impart purpose
and direction to their lives. The need for imagination, a sense of truth, and a feeling of responsibility—these
three forces are the very nerve of education.”
Rudolf Steiner

To friend and families,
Saturday was a hive of activity as the community came together to make our school look splendid for Open Day
this Saturday. Thank you to everyone who lent a hand on the day, many hands truly make light work. A special
thank you to those who stuck around well into the afternoon and beyond.
Open Day is a great opportunity to showcase the many things that make our school so unique, as well as the
community coming together to celebrate 100 years of Steiner Education. I am always amazed that many long-time
residents of Mansfield have never been to the school, so please invite neighbours and friends to enjoy the day.
Our grounds and buildings have been built with much thought, but it is our teachers and staff who are our greatest
asset. They carry the responsibility for the welfare and education of all students, as well as contributing to making
the school a warm, caring and nurturing place. The school is undergoing many changes at the moment as we

extend into the senior secondary years. We are employing new teachers to fill positions and selection of staff is a
careful and well considered process. Positions for 2020 will be announced as soon as possible.
Ishe Boge has been involved in Mansfield Steiner School for many years, firstly as a parent, then as an Early
Childhood assistant, and for many years Bus Monitor. Ishe has been very dedicated and reliable in her role,
greeting the children in the morning, escorting the younger children to EC and farewelling them in the afternoon.
She has taken great care of the bus travellers; she is always keen to hear their stories about the day. Her patience
and thoughtfulness have been much appreciated by the children, the school, and the bus drivers. It can be very
hectic at pick up time directing buses amidst the school traffic. Ishe is resigning from her position due to family
commitments, her last day as Bus Monitor will be this Thursday. Many thanks Ishe for your years of loyal service
and we wish you and your family all the very best for the future. Paul Britton will be taking on the role as Bus
Monitor.
Hope to see everyone at the Spring Fair and Open Day on Saturday.
Fran Cummins
Principal

Term 4: Tuesday 8 October–Wednesday 11 December
Year 8&9 Class play – Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night
Open Day Preparation day STUDENT FREE

Thursday 24 Oct 11.30am & 6.00pm
at the Melliodora Hall
Friday 25 October

SCHOOL SPRING FAIR & OPEN DAY

Saturday 26 October 10am

Yr 10 Work Experience workshops (onsite)

Monday 28 October – Friday 1 November

Governance Meeting

Monday 28 October 6.30pm

Kinder to Prep Transition session

Tuesday 29 October

Prep to Class 1 Transition session

Tuesday 29 October

CyberSafety Staff Students workshop (Class 5 and
upwards)
CyberSafety Staff workshop
Parenting in a Digital World workshop

Tuesday 29 October during school hours
Tussday 29 October 4pm
Tuesday 29 October 7pm

Walk to school healthy breakfast – Melliodora Hall

Wednesday 30 October 8.30am

Class 5 play – Ramayana

Thursday 31 October 12 and 6.00pm

2020 Secondary Camps Information night

Thursday 31 October 7.00pm

HCF Long Weekend STUDENT FREE

Monday 4 & Tuesday 5 November

Year 10 class play – The Grimms Spectaculathon
Youth and Adult performance only 13 years & above

Thursday 7 November 7pm

Class 5 Greek Olympics at MRSS

Friday 8 November 7am – 6.30pm

Class 2 & 3 Local Excursion Gooram Falls

Friday 8 November 9am – 3.00pm

Year 10 Work Experience (offsite)

Monday 11 – Thursday 14 November

Kinder to Prep Transition session

Tuesday 12 November

Rosa Mundi Bindaree visit

Thursday 14 November

Class 2 & 3 Local Excursion Carter’s Mill

Thursday 14 November 9am – 3.00pm

Report Writing Day STUDENT FREE

Friday 15 November

2020 Kinder Parent/Teacher Interviews

Friday 15 November 9am – 3.30pm

Health and Wellbeing workshops for students

Monday 18 November

Health and Wellbeing Free parent presentation

Monday 18 November 7.00pm

Secondary Exam week 8/9/10

Monday 18 – Friday 22 November

Year 7 Tasmanian Camp

Monday 18 – Saturday 23 November

Class 6 play Julius Caesar

Tuesday 19 November 12pm 7pm

Class 2 & 3 Local Excursion Jamieson

Friday 22 November 9am – 3pm

Classes 5&6 Canberra Camp

Monday 25 – Friday 29 November

Governance Meeting

Monday 25 November 6.30pm

Year 7 Exams

Tuesday 26 Wednesday 27 November

Year 10 IB Head start Melbourne

Tuesday 26 – Thursday 28 November

Kinder to Prep Transition session

Tuesday 26 November

Prep to Class 1 Transition session

Tuesday 26 November

Eurythmy with Imelda Prep – Class 5

Thursday 28 Friday 29 November

Year 7 Creative writing morning sports afternoon

Friday 29 November

Secondary Head start classes

Monday 2 – Mon 9 December

End of Year School Music Concert

Wednesday 4 December 7pm at the PAC

Eurythmy with Imelda Prep – Class 5

Thursday 5 Friday 6 December

Secondary Water Sports

Friday 6 December

Kinder to Prep Transition day

Tuesday 10 December

Prep to Class 1 Transition day

Tuesday 10 December

Class 6 – 7 Transition day

Tuesday 10 December

Early Childhood Christmas festival

Wednesday 11 December 10 - 12

Last day Term 4 – Normal departure time

Wednesday 11 December

School Christmas Festival

Wednesday 11 December

Staff Planning day

Thursday 12 December

Staff Planning day

Friday 13 December

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2019 Calendar...

SUBSCRIBE

OPEN DAY CALL OUT TO SCHOOL
COMMUNITY and ALUMNI
As Open Day approaches, we would like to request any
donations for the Open Day Raffle. These can be small
items that might be placed with others in a hamper or
larger items to serve as stand-alone prizes. In the past
we have had donations such as sporting items, in kind
services, vouchers, food hampers, plants, artwork etc.
Anything that may interest others and promote the raffle
in order to raise money for our school would be most
appreciated. Items can be left at the office.
Alumni Produce stall - Donations for the Produce
stall are very much needed and appreciated (preserves,
cakes, cordials, fresh produce, eggs etc.)
Thank you for your support with all things Open Day related.

CYBER SAFETY WORKSHOPS
TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER
11.30am - 12.30pm The 3 R's Classes 5-8
2pm - 3pm Sexting and image base abuse Years 8, 9 &
10
4pm - 5pm Risk and Response - Teaching staff
7pm - 8pm Parenting in the Digital World - $10 BOOK
HERE

EARLY CHILDHOOD
Good morning dear earth
Good morning dear sun
Good morning dear trees and flowers each one
Good morning dear beasties and birds in the trees
Good morning to you and good morning to me.
The kinder and prep children are all looking forward to
our Spring Fair and Open Day.
There is a lot of work to be done to prepare our rooms
and proudly display the student's work.
There is also much excitement as the children will have
their first transition to school morning.
Kinder children will visit prep and the prep children will
be introduced to some Class 1 experiences.

PRIMARY
The next few weeks are busy ones for the primary
school with preparations for Open Day as well as a
number of plays being performed.
Class 5 are making sets for their play of the Ramayana
which is being performed next Thursday, and Class 2
will be performing their French play, “La Poule Maboule”
for parents on Wednesday.
Class 1 are learning songs for the perofrmance of their
play St Bride of the Isles for the end of year Christmas
Festival. They are also very interested in bird week (after
their birdwatching excursion) and so will very much
enjoy making origami birds in library this week.
Class 3 continue to play cricket with great enthusiasm after their ‘interschool’ cricket experience last week. They
are also enjoying vertical addition and subtraction – so much so that they don’t want to stop for morning tea.
Class 6 are also enjoying maths – algebra; plotting points on a Cartesian plane and looking for trends in data.

SECONDARY
In the secondary school Term 4 is fast paced, exciting
and a showcase of all the amazing things that are the
Mansfield Steiner’s senior school.
Year 8/9 and Year 10 are working away on their class
play. Year 8/9 will present a rendition of ‘Twelfth Night’ a
sweeping Shakespearean comedic tale of love, woe and
mistaken identity to be presented on October 24 at 7pm.
Year 10 are getting their comedy on for a one act, fast
paced play that encompasses all of the 209 (or there

about, depending on your maths) Brothers Grimm fairy
tales, which will be shown for one night only on
November 7 at 7pm.
Year 7 have been busy on their voyages of discovery,
learning about how extended shipping journeys opened
Europe, Asia and Africa for greater trading and further
discoveries of ‘the new world’. They have been busy
creating portolan maps which are both beautiful and
fascinating.
Our final IB verification visit was completed on the first two days of Term 2. Chris and Chris from the IBO were
impressed at the commitment shown by our students, staff, parents, governance and Fran’s long term vision to
implement the IB 2020. Camps 2020 information evening will be held on Thursday October 31 in the Year8/9 and
10 Classrooms (Gurrin). There are lots of exciting camps for 2020 and 8/9 parents are especially encouraged to
attend.
Our Spring Fair and Open Day is nearly upon us, a busy day of sharing our fabulous school with the local
community. It is a day of service for the senior school students who, as leaders of the school, will run many of the
workshops and stalls. Students will also need to attend portions of Friday 25 October to help set-up all the stalls
and bunting etc. We look forward to a wonderful day and raising funds which will continue to support school costs
and make our school an affordable option for people, increasing the size and diversity of our school community.
Thank-you to all parents and students of the senior school who continue to provide time, resources and support to
our growing school.

REGIONAL (3RD ROUND)
INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS
Well done to all students who have participated over
recent weeks in the Primary and Secondary Athletics.
Congratulations to the following students who placed
well in the Regional round of the competition
Magnus Britton 5th Triple Jump
Molly Diepeveen 3rd 800m
Asha Foubister 4th Long Jump
Jessica Cassels 3rd in 100 & 200m

WALK TO SCHOOL
Walk to School is an initiative pioneered by VicHealth,
running for the first month of Term 4, 7 Oct to 1 Nov.
We invite all students and teachers to walk or ride to
school where possible. There are also other ways
children can get involved and get active this Walk to
School
month.
To
find
out
more
visit
www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au
Students participating in the Walk to School program can
join us for a healthy breakfast on Wednesday 30 Oct at
8.30am

2020 TERM DATES
Term 1: Tuesday 28 January Staff PD day
Wednesday 29 January students commence.
Last day of term: Friday 27 March – early departure
time, 2 week holiday.
Term 2: Tuesday 14 April Staff PD day
Wednesday 15 April students commence.
Last day of term: Friday 19 June - normal departure
time, 3 week holiday.
Term 3: Monday 13 July Staff PD day.
Tuesday 14 July students commence.
Last day of term Friday 18 September - early departure
time, 2 week holiday.
Term 4: Monday 5 October Staff PD day.
Tuesday 6 October students commence.
Last day of term: Thursday 10 December - normal
departure time, 6 week holiday.

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY CLASS
PERFORMANCE DATES
Please join us for our assembly each Friday at 2.45pm
Friday 25 Oct Student Free day
Friday 1 Nov Class 3 perform
Friday 8 Nov Class 2 perform
Friday 15 Nov Student Free day
Friday 22 Nov Class 5 perform
Friday 29 Nov Class 1 perform
Friday 6 Dec Class 6 perform
Wednesday 11 Dec Final assembly

FESTIVALS AND THEIR MEANINGS,
ADVENT and CHRISTMAS
As we see a rise in materialism it is important to
understand and celebrate Christmas in a balanced
meaningful way.
Please join us as Cheryl Nekvapil, Christian
Community Priest shares a talk and discussion with
parents around the value of celebrating Advent with
your family - November 11 at 6.00pm in the
Melliodora Hall.
Cheryl's family was active in the establishment of the
Orana Steiner School in Canberra. She was a member
of the Council/Board of the School for 27 years, and
from 1991 - 2001 worked as a kindergarten teacher (5
years), business manager (2 years) and educational
administrator (3 years) was ordained as a priest of

The Christian Community in 2002, working in the
fledgling
Canberra congregation
and
in
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Sunshine Coast until
July 2015 when she was asked to move to Melbourne
and be a full-time priest to the Christian Community
Priest in Hawthorn.

OUR TEACHERS

CLAIRE LITTLE
Claire began teaching at Mansfield Steiner School four years ago, having got to know the school through her
passion for music and especially the recorder. Claire is a musician and teacher who moved to the Mansfield area
after accepting a position as the Music Coordinator at GGS Timbertop. Following her time there she decided to
remain in the town and has now lived in the area for 13 years.
Claire studied a Bachelor of Music at the University of Melbourne in performance on Clarinet. She is also a singer,
recorder player and plays piano and strings.
‘It is an exciting time to be part of Mansfield Steiner School and even more so as music is, and continues to be,
such a core part of the education of our students’

YEARS 8 & 9 PRESENT TWELFTH
NIGHT
Thursday 24 OCTOBER 11.30am and 6.00pm, all
welcome.
"If music be the food of love, play on!”

Shakespeare endures as the world’s most loved and
celebrated play-write. It is an amazing achievement
considering that his plays were written 400 years ago
during The Renaissance. It was a time of individual
brilliance, of innovation and creativity epitomized by the
work of Da Vinci, Raphael, Luther and Shakespeare to
name just a few.
It is this portrayal of the individual that comes through so
strongly in Shakespeare’s plays. He conjures up great
characters that unfold before our eyes with a full range
of human thoughts and feelings.
This celebration of individual character is fitting as an
experience for the students of this age as they are
becoming more awake to their own individuality. They
are becoming more alert to the subtleties of human
feelings and of their own feelings and responses to the world around them.
Each year we see the students taking great steps forward in their confidence, skills and experience of drama. We
are entertained by their performance, impressed by their talents and delighted to see each individual working
together in a fantastically creative collaboration.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Please help us prepare these gifts… we need your
support to get these little gifts for the children
made...
Any parent or friend wanting to help make decorations
for the children, there are kits in the office that need to
be sewn and returned by Monday 18 November (all
decorations need to be returned by this time for
wrapping prior to festivals).

We have triple packs, pointy packs, day off packs,
variety packs, winged packs and mega
packs…..something for everyone.

PARENTS & FRIENDS - CRAFT
GROUP
Craft Group will meet each Tuesday, 9.30am
at Eileen Wettenhall’s, 8 Links Road, Mansfield.
All skill levels catered for.
Please bring reading glasses and scissors if you have
any.
Enquiries to Eileen: 0488555952.

PONDERING STEINER
We will gather on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm for a
7.30pm start for our reading group.
There is no requirement of reading aloud nor
homework. All welcome!
Shop 5, 12 High Street, Mansfield
Enquiries to: Janina 0421812881 or Ishe
0488 259 571.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SECONDARY are now available by application, these scholarships will based on academic
performance or musical skill. The process for applying for the scholarship will be submission of an application form
along with supporting evidence, this will be followed by an interview with the Principal and Secondary Coordinator.
Successful scholarship recipients will have the scholarship awarded as a percentage of tuition fees for the year
and this will be applied at the final invoice in term 4.
Applications close on the 1st of November 2019 | Please contact the office for an application form.
PARENT RESOURCE PAGE UPDATE
The school's parent resource page is an important reference for all parents and will be regularly used to remind
parents of important policy information. Please note both our Risk Minimisation Strategies and Anaphylactic Shock
Management policy can now be found here on our website - https://mansfieldsteiner.vic.edu.au/resources/ In
addition to this the school is also researching new school administration software providers with the hope of
improving the general communication for important items via a parent's portal. We hope to be in a position to
provide more information on this very soon.
2020 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options - see here.

SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW
Please follow the traffic directions at front of school. Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a
left turn onto the service road, thank you.
THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the Fourth Monday of each month, 6.30pm in the staff room.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Andy Stokes, Rosemary Brennan
For further news and information please follow the links below...
PARENT RESOURCE PAGE
LIBRARY DAYS
STUDENT MOBILE PHONES
SUNSCREEN
PRESCHOOL & SCHOOL FAMILIES
ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL
ALL VISITORS - CHILD SAFE
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE
ALL PARENT HELPERS AT THE KINDERGARTEN AND SCHOOL MUST HAVE A WORKING WITH CHILDREN
CARD
STUDENT DROP OFF
DO NOT PARK IN THE TURNING CIRCLES
SUSTAINABILITY IN OUR SCHOOL
OUR MUSIC PROGRAM
SCHOOL POLICIES and PROCEDURES
THE SCHOOL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM
STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES

COMMUNITY NOTICES...
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