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Love the beautiful
Seek out the true
Wish for the good
And the best do.
M. Mendelsohn

To friends and families,

Festivals bring a community together; it is a great way to make connections or to reconnect with friends, family and 
acquaintances and to celebrate our very being. Mansfield Steiner has been very involved in celebrating these past 
couple of weeks. The Open Day and Spring Fair was very much like a festival with families, staff and students 
working together to showcase our school and its achievements to the wider community.  Although Spring was in a 
turbulent mood last Saturday, the spirit of the day was not dampened by her temper. There was a festive 
atmosphere over the day beginning with the Class 1 children performing their Maypole dance accompanied by the 
Class 4 orchestra. There were so many activities, displays and tastes to be experienced on the day so that every 
visitor could be entertained. The Open Day and Spring Fair could certainly not happen without the hard work and 
unity of the school community. This year we raised a total of $10,500 before costs, which will go towards school 
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improvements for all. Your efforts and support were greatly appreciated.

The Class 5 play, Ramayana, was performed on Thursday during the Diwali festival, the Hindu Festival of lights. 
The Diwali festival symbolises the victory of light over darkness. The Class 5 costumes and the beautiful mandala 
drawing made the performance a gala of colour and light.

Mansfield’s High Country Festival’s five days of celebration began last Friday, and Mansfield Steiner School 
continued to celebrate and entertain. Participants of the Open Day Song Writing Competition were able to perform 
their original songs in front of a much bigger audience on the High Street Stage and the School bands also 
entertained the crowd prior to the fireworks. On Saturday, in keeping with the Fancy Pants theme of the Grand 
Parade, trucks carefully decorated with hand dyed bunting and participants wearing brightly hand painted pants 
charmed the judges with their singing and performing. The Early Childhood Float organised by Sandi and Eileen 
won the first prize Best Parade Entry and the second float arranged and managed by Geoff Wright won the Best 
Schools Entry. They entertained the crowds along High St, not only with their ‘fancy pants’ but their singing and 
playing of Abba Songs. Thank you to all who contributed to the success of the extra long weekend. 

Coming next week, Wednesday November 13th we have world renowned speaker Lisa Romero and Melanie 
Deefhots from Developing the Self. Lisa and Melanie will work with Classes from Classes 5 to 10 on Understanding 
Sexuality. They will present the workshops with respect to a deep anthroposophical understanding of the students’ 
stage of development. In the evening at 7pm, there will also be a FREE Parent Talk on Understanding Sexuality. 
We recommend this session for ALL parents in the preperation for supporting your adolescent child/ren now or in 
the future. Please make an effort to come along, bring other friends and questions on how to best work with your 
children on such sensitive issues.

Looking ahead to 2020, we are pleased to announce that the Cooking Programme will return next year. Genevieve 
De Santis has been appointed as the Cooking Co-ordinator and will also be the Librarian to replace Bec Macmillan 
whilst on leave in Terms 1 and 2. Bec and her husband Chris are going to teach English in Spain for six months. 
Andrew Storrie will support Genevieve in the kitchen during these terms. Brooke Varacelli has been appointed the 
.6 Outdoor Education Teacher for 2020. The Class 1 teacher will be Clare Bennetts. Joshua Byrne will be the Year 
7 Guardian and Secondary School teacher. All other appointments will be announced as soon as possible. 

As you may or may not know, our Class 1 teacher Jacinta Walker (or not walker at the moment), broke her leg at 
the working bee and is recovery after surgery. Due to her lack of mobility Jacinta will not be taking her class for the 
rest of the year, but will remain very much involved with her Class 1 and the school where possible. We wish 
Jacinta a complete and speeding recovery.

Fran Cummins
Principal 

Term 4: Tuesday 8 October–Wednesday 11 December

HCF Long Weekend STUDENT FREE Monday 4 & Tuesday 5 November

Year 10 class play – The Grimms Spectaculathon

Youth and Adult performance only 13 years & above
Thursday 7 November 7pm

Class 5 Greek Olympics at MRSS Friday 8 November 7am – 6.30pm

Class 2 & 3 Local Excursion Gooram Falls Friday 8 November 9am – 3.00pm

Class 5 & 6 West Ridge Hike Mt Buller Tuesday 12 November

Year 10 Work Experience (offsite) Monday 11 – Thursday 14 November

Kinder to Prep Transition session Tuesday 12 November

Health and Wellbeing workshops Classes 5 – 10 Wednesday 13 November

Health and Wellbeing FREE Presentation for parents Wednesday 13 November 7pm

Rosa Mundi Bindaree visit Thursday 14 November

Class 2 & 3 Local Excursion Carter’s Mill Thursday 14 November 9am – 3.00pm

Report Writing Day STUDENT FREE Friday 15 November

2020 Kinder Parent/Teacher Interviews Friday 15 November 9am – 3.30pm
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Class 5 Ned Kelly Excursion Monday 18 November

Secondary Exam week 8/9/10 Monday 18 – Friday 22 November

Year 7 Tasmanian Camp Monday 18 – Saturday 23 November

Class 6 play Julius Caesar Tuesday 19 November 12pm 7pm

Class 4 Local Camp Wednesday 20 – Friday 22 November

Class 2 & 3 Local Excursion Jamieson Friday 22 November 9am – 3.00pm

Classes 5 & 6 Canberra Camp Monday 25 – Friday 29 November

Governance Meeting Monday 25 November 6.30pm

Year 7 Exams Tuesday 26 Wednesday 27 November

Yr 10 IB Head start Melbourne Tuesday 26 – Thursday 28 November

Kinder to Prep Transition session Tuesday 26 November

Prep to Class 1 Transition day Tuesday 26 November

Eurythmy with Imelda Prep – Class 5 Thursday 28 Friday 29 November

Year 7 Creative writing morning sports afternoon Friday 29 November

Secondary Head start classes Monday 2 – Mon 9 December

End of Year School Music Concert Wednesday 4 December 7pm at the PAC

Eurythmy with Imelda Prep – Class 5 Thursday 5 Friday 6 December

Secondary Water Sports Friday 6 December

Kinder to Prep Transition day Tuesday 10 December

Prep to Class 1 Transition day Tuesday 10 December

Class 6 – 7 Transition day Tuesday 10 December

Early Childhood - 4yo Morning Star Christmas festival Tuesday 10 December 5pm – 7pm

Early Childhood - 3yo Morning Star & Rosa Mundi Prep 

Christmas festival
Wednesday 11 December 10am - 12pm

Last day Term 4 – Normal departure time Wednesday 11 December

School Christmas Festival-BYO Picnic on the oval Wednesday 11 December 6pm prompt start

Staff Planning day Thursday 12 December

Staff Planning day Friday 13 December

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2019 Calendar...

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
WORKSHOP
Please be informed of the date change for our 
forthcoming FREE Health and Wellbeing Program 
Workshop for parents. The night will now be held 
next Wednesday November 13 at 7pm.

We are extremely lucky to have world renowned speaker, 
complementary health practitioner and author of inner 
development books, Lisa Romero visiting the school to 

host this session. We recommend this session for ALL parents in the preparation for supporting your adolescent 
child/ren, now or in the future.

This session we will look at… 

SUBSCRIBE
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• How communities work together over time to support the harmonious development between the child’s 
evolving body and his or her inner experiences to build the foundation for healthy adult sexuality and 
gender? 

• What is the responsibility and the impact of the community in fostering a sense of well being in the growing 
child in these important aspects of life? 

• Help us to recognize the depth and progressive understanding Waldorf education brings to these topics. 
• Children pass through different stages of consciousness as they grow, in this session we will consider how 

and when to work with children in regards to sexuality and gender throughout the developmental stages of 
early childhood through adolescence. 

Please send your RSVP to Sally by calling 03 5779 1445 or email sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au

EARLY CHILDHOOD

The Rosa Mundi and Morning Star children have enjoyed 
the start of term and have settled in contentedly with 
more play outside in the garden.

All children enthusiastically embraced Transition with the 
Kinder 4 children spending their first morning 
experiencing the Rosa Mundi program, while the Rosa 
Mundi children enjoyed becoming acquainted with the 
joys of Class 1. The Rosa Mundi children loved meeting 
their buddies and playing games with their new big 
friends. 

Play in general has become quite harmonious with lots of 
social and story play. The Rosa Mundi children have 

been quite taken with the older students' Class plays and our afternoon reading of the Far Away Tree has become 
very present in the games they play. 

Thank you to all of our wonderful parents and children for your efforts to make Open Day and the Grand Parade 
float a success over the last few weekends. 

PRIMARY

Class 1 is enjoying the stories of The Grimm's Fairy tales 
and particularly hearing the Seven Ravens, and now they 
will look quite differently at the Raven who bangs on the 
window of our Melliodora hall. Unfortunately, Jacinta is 
still away nursing her broken foot but the Class has been 
in good hands with Sarah Tehan.

Class 2 is looking forward to a series of excursions 
together with Class 3 – exploring their local surrounds up 
at Gooram Falls, Carter's Mill and Jamieson. 

This Term the Class 3 students bring greater confidence 
and fluency to their reading and writing as they begin their English Main Lesson, reading the children's classic 
novel ‘Charlotte’s Web’ by author E. B White.

Engaging their imagination, last week Class 4 broke up into three Viking villages for the study of their second 
Fractions Maths Main Lesson – Vikings Fraction Quest. This roleplay required the students to work out different 
fraction problems in order to further the cause of their village, discover new lands and gain power and influence. 

Class 5 has completed their India Main Lesson with their recently performed play Ramayana. Now they move 
closer to home as they begin to explore Australia ahead of their week-long camp to Canberra with Class 6. In 
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Canberra the students will visit the National Portrait Gallery, Questacon, the Australian War Memorial, MoAD, the 
National Museum of Australia, Parliament House and the NEEC (Electoral Commission). The Australian 
Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the national capital as part of 
their Civics and Citizenship education.

Class 6 is busy rehearsing for their Julius Ceasar play (to be performed on Tuesday 19 November) and enjoying 
the study of geometry in their Main Lesson. The Class 6 students are also looking forward to their week-long trip to 
Canberra later this month as part of their social studies and The Birth of Democracy Main Lesson. This new Main 
Lesson starts by looking the beginnings of government in ancient times (Rome) and moves forward to the 
exploration of modern-day Australia, tying in nicely with their visit to Canberra and the seat of Government.

SECONDARY 

Class 7 have been exploring poetry in Wish, Wonder and 
Surprise. They have looked at structure, composition, 
and rhymes in order to create their own verses, and 
investigate how we write, not just what we write.

Year 8 & 9 have been busy making cheese from scratch, 
and looking at the different structures, processes and 
methods for cooking and creating food in their Chemistry 
of Food Main Lesson.

Year 10 have been working hard to make their 
performance of the One-Act The Grimms 
Spectaculathon, hilarious and spectacular. Whilst they 
have been practising for this, they have also been busy 
organising their work experience which will start on 
November 6.

WALK TO SCHOOL 

Students completed the Walk to School program last 
week with a healthy breakfast of yoghurt, fresh fruit, 
cereals and toast prepared by Mansfield Shire Council 
and Mansfield Hospital staff.

Congratulations to Mansfield Steiner School’s Walker of 
the Week Alastair Daniels. Alastair is in Class 4 and 
walks over 2 kilometres to school every day. Alastair 
says he loves walking because it is good exercise and he 
gets to know all the people around town by saying hello 

along the way. 
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SUSTAINABILITY

It was great to hear some positive news about recycling 
in Victoria recently.  One of the councils in Melbourne will 
be trialling a six-bin system: a bin each for glass, metals, 
paper, plastics, organics and landfill. Here at school we 
are also refining our waste streams, with the addition in 
the courtyard of an orange bin for soft plastics and a 
brown bin for cardboard, which will allow staff to recycle 
incoming packaging materials.

A while ago, we started to recycle the used batteries that 
we generate at school. One of the grandparents in our 
school community, Barbara Setchell, suggested that the 
school become a collection point for used batteries from 
our wider community. Barbara has offered to take the 

container of used batteries to the council offices when it is full. So just inside the office there will be a container in 
which you can drop your used small household batteries.

There are a number of other forms of waste that the Mansfield Shire Council is gathering - some can be dropped 
off free, whilst others have a fee associated with them. The council launched the revamped Resource Recovery 
Centre (RRC) on Monkey Gully Rd in July, and are managing it themselves rather than using a contractor. The 
RRC staff are really helpful in working out what can be recycled rather than go to landfill.  The Mansfield Shire 
Council website shows what the RRC accepts, including fencing wire, TVs, computers, printers, mobile phones, 
soft plastics, timber waste, electrical cables, engine oil and much more.

Open Day waste news - Our red landfill bin had about 80L of waste at the end of the day. Well done everyone for 
keeping this so low!

OUR TEACHERS

GEOFF WRIGHT
Instrumental Music Instructor and Coordinator of Contemporary Music

Geoff moved to Mansfield in 2016 eager for a tree change with his wife and two young boys. Before working at 
Mansfield Steiner School, Geoff worked for a company running music lessons in primary schools 

throughout Melbourne, teaching around 150 students each week.
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"I was thrilled last year when the opportunity arose for me to commence music tutoring at Mansfield Steiner School. 
It is wonderful to see how much joy the students get from their music classes each week and I have been very 

proud of the bands who have performed over the year, most recently in the parade last Saturday."

Geoff looks forward to continuing to work with his music students in 2020, whilst further involving himself in the 
school community as his son commences Prep at the school. 

BRIDIE'S JOURNEY TO THE EXCA 
WORLDS IN TEXAS NOV 19'

We are very proud of our Class 6 student, Bridie 
Peterson who is currently over in Texas USA, competing 
in the Extreme Cowboy Racing Wold Championships. 
Join us in watching Bridie’s journey as she works on her 
horsemanship, body control, obstacle approach and 
departure, technique on obstacles and many other things 
in lead up to the big competition.

"What an amazing experience for us, not only has the 
beautiful Magen Warlick taken Bridie under her wing, she 
has an amazing team, that has been put together with 
awesome people from all over the world, all who are 
there to help and support each other on this Journey to 
the EXCA world championships." Kim Peterson

You can watch Bridie's journey here: 
www.facebook.com/pg/Bridies-Journey-to-the-EXCA-
Worlds-in-Texas-Nov-19

FESTIVALS AND THEIR MEANINGS, 
ADVENT and CHRISTMAS

Please Note that the advertised presentation with Cheryl 
Nekvapil, Christian Community Priest on November 11 at 
6.00pm has been cancelled.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

Please help us prepare these gifts… we need your 
support to get these little gifts for the children 
made...
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Any parent or friend wanting to help make decorations 
for the children, there are kits in the office that need to be 
sewn and returned by Monday 18 November (all 
decorations need to be returned by this time for wrapping 
prior to festivals).

We have triple packs, pointy packs, day off packs, variety 
packs, winged packs and mega packs…..something for 
everyone. 

PARENTS & FRIENDS - CRAFT 
GROUP

Craft Group will meet each Tuesday, 9.30am
at Eileen Wettenhall’s, 8 Links Road, Mansfield.

All skill levels catered for.

Please bring reading glasses and scissors if you have 
any.

Enquiries to Eileen:  0488555952.

PONDERING STEINER

We will gather on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm for a 
7.30pm start for our reading group. 

There is no requirement of reading aloud nor 
homework. All welcome!

Shop 5, 12 High Street, Mansfield
Enquiries to: Janina 0421812881 or Ishe 
0488 259 571.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

PARENT RESOURCE PAGE UPDATE

The school's parent resource page is an important reference for all parents and will be regularly used to remind 
parents of important policy information. Please note both our Risk Minimisation Strategies and Anaphylactic Shock 
Management policy can now be found here on our website HERE. In addition to this the school is also researching 
new school administration software providers with the hope of improving the general communication for important 
items via a parent's portal.  We look to be in a position to implement this in the new year.

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY CLASS PERFORMANCE DATES
Please join us for our assembly each Friday at 2.45pm
Friday 8 Nov  Class 2 perform
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Friday 15 Nov Student Free day
Friday 22 Nov Class 5 perform
Friday 29 Nov Class 1 perform
Friday 6 Dec  Class 6 perform
Wednesday 11 Dec Final assembly

2020 TERM DATES
Term 1: Tuesday 28 January Staff PD day
Wednesday 29 January students commence. 
Last day of term: Friday 27 March – early departure time, 2 week holiday.
Term 2: Tuesday 14 April Staff PD day
Wednesday 15 April students commence.
Last day of term: Friday 19 June - normal departure time, 3 week holiday.
Term 3: Monday 13 July Staff PD day.
Tuesday 14 July students commence.
Last day of term Friday 18 September - early departure time, 2 week holiday.
Term 4: Monday 5 October Staff PD day.
Tuesday 6 October students commence.
Last day of term:  Thursday 10 December - normal departure time, 6 week holiday.

2020 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options - see here. 

SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW
Please follow the traffic directions at front of school.  Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a 
left turn onto the service road, thank you.

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the Fourth Monday of each month, 6.30pm in the staff room.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Andy Stokes, Rosemary Brennan

For further news and information please follow the links below...
PARENT RESOURCE PAGE
LIBRARY DAYS
STUDENT MOBILE PHONES
SUNSCREEN 
PRESCHOOL & SCHOOL FAMILIES 
ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 
ALL VISITORS - CHILD SAFE 
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE 
ALL PARENT HELPERS AT THE KINDERGARTEN AND SCHOOL MUST HAVE A WORKING WITH CHILDREN 
CARD 
STUDENT DROP OFF
DO NOT PARK IN THE TURNING CIRCLES
SUSTAINABILITY IN OUR SCHOOL
OUR MUSIC PROGRAM
SCHOOL POLICIES and PROCEDURES
THE SCHOOL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM
STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
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COMMUNITY NOTICES...
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