
View this email in your browser

The Messenger
TERM 4 WEEK 7 TUESDAY 19 NOVEMBER, 2019

The first light of Advent - it is the light of stones;
The light that shines in seashells in crystals and our bones.

The second light of Advent - it is the light of plants;
Plants that reach up to the sun and in the breezes dance.

The third light of Advent - it is the light of beasts;
The light of faith that we may see in greatest and in least.

The fourth light of Advent - it is the light of humankind;
The light of hope, of thoughts and deeds,

The light of hand, heart and mind.

(First day of Advent 2019 - Sunday 1 December)

To friends and families,

Last week we were treated to a visit by Lisa Romero. Lisa is an author, health practitioner and adult educator. Lisa 
has been delivering healthcare and education enriched by anthroposophy for many years. One of the key focuses 
of Lisa’s work is teaching inner development and anthroposophical meditation. Lisa has offered lectures and has 
worked in many Steiner schools throughout the world supporting health and well-being curricula. She works directly 
with parents, teachers and students. Lisa addressed both teachers and parents last Wednesday evening on the 
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subject of sexuality. She exposed many commonplace errors in the teaching of sex education, many of which relate 
to the root cause of identifying children with gender-specific bodies and traditional social roles instead of treating 
and approaching the subject on an individual basis. As adults, we carry a lot of stereotypical gender bias and tailor 
the way we speak to boys and girls. This she believes creates an over emphasis on body issues and reinforces 
outmoded gender roles. She explained how a deeper understanding of child and adolescent development cultivates 
the healthiest approach to sex education. Steiner education allows students to unfold their human freedom.

Lisa went on to speak about young children: the one thing to give to our children is time, attention, attachment and 
self-regulation. These are the important stages in the 0 to 7 age group. Distraction is often a good approach when 
dealing with deemed inappropriate behaviour.

In the next age group, correct the behaviour and balance it; in the 11 to 12 age group we teach children how to 
process it. Puberty is just another change in life, just like losing our baby teeth. By the age of 12 we are able to ask 
children how they are feeling. Around the ages of 11 and 12, children want to have a say, to be part of a democratic 
society where the community makes the rules, everyone has a say and the consequences should be relative.

As the students progress through adolescence, at every stage there is a way of dealing with issues to do with sex 
education from using humour, allowing the emerging young adults to understand the layers and complexity of 
attraction to others, and to understand their own individual growth and development. In Class 7 and 8 individuals 
often experience feelings of loneliness and are unaware that this age of discontent is experienced by many.

In the classes the following day, Lisa, and her colleague Melanie worked with the students from Classes 5 to Year 
10. The workshops were tailored for each particular age group and the participants at all levels were able to freely 
discuss their concerns and questions about their differing experiences. Access to pornography and social media 
has a very negative, anxiety producing and destructive effect on children’s attitudes towards sexuality, the longer 
we can delay this exposure the better.

The school has purchased a set of Lisa’s books for the parent library, available for borrowing, and there are also 
plans for Lisa's return visit next year.

Fran Cummins 
Principal 

Term 4: Tuesday 8 October–Wednesday 11 December

Secondary Exam week 8/9/10 Monday 18 – Friday 22 November

Year 7 Tasmanian Camp Monday 18 – Saturday 23 November

Class 6 play Julius Caesar Tuesday 19 November, 12pm and 7pm

Class 6 Roman Feast Wednesday 20, 12.15pm – 3pm

Class 4 Local Camp Wednesday 20 – Friday 22 November

Class 2 & 3 Local Excursion Jamieson Friday 22 November, 9am – 3.00pm

Sec Swim session Mf Pool Yr 8/9/10 Friday 22 November, 2-3pm

Classes 5&6 Canberra camp Monday 25 – Friday 29 November

Governance Meeting Monday 25 November 6.30pm

Year 7 Exams Tuesday 26 Wednesday 27 November

Year 8/9 Swim Sessions Mf Pool Tuesday 26 – Thursday 28, 2pm - 3pm

Yr 10 IB Head Start Melbourne Tuesday 26 – Friday 29 November

Kinder to Prep Transition session Tuesday 26 November

Prep to Class 1 Transition day Tuesday 26 November

Eurythmy with Imelda Prep – Class 5 Thursday 28 and Friday 29 November

Year 7 Creative writing morning sports afternoon Friday 29 November

Secondary Head Start classes Monday 2 – Monday 9 December

Succulent & Craft stall under the Waiting Tree Monday 2 December, 2.30pm – 3.45pm

End of Year School Music Concert Wednesday 4 December, 7pm at the PAC
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Eurythmy with Imelda Prep – Class 5 Thursday 5 and Friday 6 December

Secondary Water Sports Friday 6 December

Kinder to Prep Transition day Tuesday 10 December

Prep to Class 1 Transition day Tuesday 10 December

Class 6 – 7 Transition day Tuesday 10 December

Early Childhood - 4 yo Morning Star Christmas Festival Tuesday 10 December, 5pm – 7pm

Early Childhood - 3yo MS & RM Prep Christmas festival Wednesday 11 December, 10am - 12pm

Last day Term 4 – Normal departure time Wednesday 11 December

School Christmas Festival & BYO Picnic on the oval Wednesday 11 December, 6pm prompt start

Staff Planning day Thursday 12 December

Staff Planning day Friday 13 December

Yr 8&9 Bronze Camp (Preparing for 2020 Outdoor Ed) Sunday 15 – Saturday 21 December

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2019 Calendar...

EARLY CHILDHOOD
The children in the Kindergarten have been enjoying their 
transition visits, meeting with next year’s teachers and 
some new friends. 

Over the coming weeks we will begin Christmas 
celebrations, learning new songs and preparing for the 
end of year festivals.  We look forward to some students 
coming to visit from the school to play their instruments 
and sing with us.

Photo: Sunny spring morning in the Morning Star garden "ring a ring a rosies..."

PRIMARY
Class 1 was excited to perform their French Play to 
adoring parents last week. Now as the end of the term 
approaches and the year draws to a close, they are busy 
learning their lines for their Christmas Festival 
performance of St Bride of the Isles.

This week Class 2 is going on their final excursion to 
Jamieson along with Class 3,  finishing off their Local 
Surrounds Main Lesson. 

Class 3 continues to enjoy reading Charlotte’s Web for 
their Main Lesson. This will be completed with a book 
review and some creative writing of their own. They are 
also looking forward to their final walk around the island 
and township of Jamieson. This will be their final walk for 

the term. Orchestra lessons are also coming along nicely for the End of Year Music Concert.

Class 4 get set for their Howqua Hike camp next week. Heading up to Fry's Flat on Wednesday, they'll set up camp, 
take walks along the river, play games, hike to Tunnel Bend via Gardiner's Hut, hike to Timbertop Saddle and the 
Summit, and enjoy some water fun too, if the weather permits.

SUBSCRIBE
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On Monday Class 5 had a great day on the trail of Ned Kelly with local expert Glenn ‘Nugget’ Arndt. The 
students were immersed in the country where he and his mates used their bush skills and cunning to survive in 
difficult times before Australia’s democratic government was established. Next week, in contrast, they'll head to 
Canberra to visit the new and old Parliament House.

Class 6 performed their play of Julius Caesar today. The students looked amazing in their costumes and had clearly 
worked hard to perfect their acting and vocal projection skills. Tomorrow they'll celebrate with a Roman Feast for 
lunch before preparing for next week's final camp of the year to Canberra - part of their ‘Birth of Democracy’ Main 
Lesson.

Photo:  Class 5 on their local Australian History, Ned Kelly excursion.

SECONDARY 

In what will be an exhilarating way to finish off their year, 
this week our Year 7s are off in Tasmania on an 
adventure filled camp with Suz, Seamus and Scott 
Ersvaer.

Meanwhile the Year 8s, 9s and 10s will be at school 
participating in morning revision classes before taking 
their exams, followed by re-energising sport lessons 
in the afternoons.

Upon the Year 7s' return, the roles are reversed and they 
will sit their Year 7 Exams while the Year 10s are off to 
Melbourne for their IB Head Start week. Sue Plumb has 
planned an in-depth program, including a tour of 

Melbourne Uni and RMIT, as well as visits to the State Library, Melbourne Museum and Immigration Museum.

The Year 8s and 9s will undertake preparation for their exciting Outdoor Education program in 2020. This will 
include school and community projects, camp skills practice and Bronze Medallion preparation.

Photo:  Tassie coastline 2018

END OF YEAR MUSIC CONCERT

Wednesday, Dec 4th, 7pm
At The PAC, Mansfield
FREE ENTRY | All welcome

Celebrating a huge year of music, our students look 
forward to performing their End of Year Music Concert on 
Wednesday, December 4th at 7pm.

Please join us for a massive night of music and 
celebration as 2019 comes to a close.

PERFORMING ON THE NIGHT:
- Class 3/4 Orchestra

- Class 5/6 Orchestra
- JPO (Junior Performance Orchestra)
- MSPO (Mansfield Steiner Performing Orchestra)
- Secondary Choir
- Secondary School Bands

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate



BRIDIE TAKES OUT 3RD PLACE AT 
THE EXCA WORLDS IN TEXAS 

Big congratulations to Bridie Peterson who took out 3rd 
place in the Super Sunday’s Young Guns division, at the 
EXCA Worlds in Texas last week.

As Bridie returns to Class 6 again this week, she 
reflected on her win…

“Immersing myself in the extensive training over there 
really helped my riding. Now my new goal is to get back 
there again next year."

WINNERS AT THE MANSFIELD 
SHOW 

It was great to see so many entries from the school in the 
various sections of the arts and craft competition at the 
Mansfield Show.

It was also exciting to receive an extensive list of winners 
from across all categories.

Congratulations to all those who entered a piece of art in 
representation of the school.
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OUR TEACHERS

ALANNAH HARPER
Instrumental Music Instructor

As a former Mansfield Steiner School student, Alannah has always had a love of music. Alannah continued her 
cello playing throughout high school, involving herself in bands, musicals, orchestras and taking on the AMEB 

exams up to Grade 7.  She went on to obtain a teaching degree and continued with her love of cello for personal 
enjoyment.  Alannah joined the music faculty in August of last year and is currently teaching Classes 3 - 8 cello.

Alannah recall's her favourite verse...
"Receive the children in reverence. Educate them in love. And let them go forth in freedom."

SUCCULENTS AND P&F HANDCRAFT STALL

Did you miss out on buying a succulent from the Class 4 
stall on Open Day?
Or perhaps you would have liked to buy a craft item from 
the P&F craft stall?

On Monday 2 December Lisa Maroney will have a stall 
under the 'Waiting Tree' with succulents and colourful 
handcrafted items.

Mark it in your calendar and come along.   

REUSEABLE FRUIT AND VEGETABLE BAGS

Isobel is fundraising to raise money for the Orangutans in 
Borneo. Funds raised will go to the Centre For 
Orangutan Protection (COP) through The Orangutan 
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Project, an Australian Organisation run by world-renown 
Orangutan expert Leif Cocks. COP is an Indonesian 
based organisation who work to rescue and rehabilitate 
orphaned and injured orangutans that have been directly 
affected by Coal Mining and Palm Oil operations in 
Borneo, and to source and rescue baby Orangutans 
whose mothers have been killed so the babies can be 
sold on the black market. 

You can find details about The Orangutan Project here  
https://www.orangutan.org.au/ and also adopt your very own Orangutan. You can find out more about the Centre for 
Orangutan Protection in Merasa, Borneo here http://orangutanprotection.com/

A selection of Isobel's reusable fruit and vegetable bags are available in the foyer at school -  Handmade 
fruit and veg bags, prices as marked – cash only thank you.
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PARENTS & FRIENDS - CRAFT 
GROUP

There will be NO further craft group gatherings for the 
remainder of the Term. 

Thank you to all who have participated throughout the 
year.

Sincerely 
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Eileen

PONDERING STEINER

We will gather on Wednesday evening at 7.00pm for a 
7.30pm start for our reading group. 

There is no requirement of reading aloud nor 
homework. All welcome!

Shop 5, 12 High Street, Mansfield
Enquiries to: Janina 0421812881 or Taryn 5776 2174.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

PARENT RESOURCE PAGE UPDATE

The school's parent resource page is an important reference for all parents and will be regularly used to remind 
parents of important policy information. Please note both our Risk Minimisation Strategies and Anaphylactic Shock 
Management policy can now be found  on our website HERE. In addition to this the school is also researching new 
school administration software providers with the hope of improving the general communication for important items 
via a parent's portal.  We look to be in a position to implement this in the new year.

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY CLASS PERFORMANCE DATES
Please join us for our assembly each Friday at 2.45pm
Friday 22 Nov Class 5 perform
Friday 29 Nov Class 1 perform
Friday 6 Dec  Class 6 perform
Wednesday 11 Dec Final assembly

2020 TERM DATES
Term 1: Tuesday 28 January Staff PD day
Wednesday 29 January students commence. 
Last day of term: Friday 27 March – early departure time, 2 week holiday.
Term 2: Tuesday 14 April Staff PD day
Wednesday 15 April students commence.
Last day of term: Friday 19 June - normal departure time, 3 week holiday.
Term 3: Monday 13 July Staff PD day.
Tuesday 14 July students commence.
Last day of term Friday 18 September - early departure time, 2 week holiday.
Term 4: Monday 5 October Staff PD day.
Tuesday 6 October students commence.
Last day of term:  Thursday 10 December - normal departure time, 6 week holiday.

2020 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options - see here. 

SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW
Please follow the traffic directions at front of school.  Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a 
left turn onto the service road, thank you.

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the Fourth Monday of each month, 6.30pm in the staff room.
President – Sarah Lieber
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Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Andy Stokes, Rosemary Brennan

For further news and information please follow the links below...
PARENT RESOURCE PAGE
LIBRARY DAYS
STUDENT MOBILE PHONES
SUNSCREEN 
PRESCHOOL & SCHOOL FAMILIES 
ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 
ALL VISITORS - CHILD SAFE 
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE 
ALL PARENT HELPERS AT THE KINDERGARTEN AND SCHOOL MUST HAVE A WORKING WITH CHILDREN 
CARD 
STUDENT DROP OFF
DO NOT PARK IN THE TURNING CIRCLES
SUSTAINABILITY IN OUR SCHOOL
OUR MUSIC PROGRAM
SCHOOL POLICIES and PROCEDURES
THE SCHOOL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM
STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES

COMMUNITY NOTICES...
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To take the survey CLICK HERE
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