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Mother earth, mother earth,
Take our seed and give it birth.

Father sun, gleam and glow
Until the roots begin to grow.

Sister rain, sister rain
Shed thy tears to swell the grain;
Brother wind, breathe and blow
Then the blade green will grow.

Earth and sun and wind and rain
Turn to gold the living grain.



Hope everyone enjoyed the spectacular, autumnal weather over the long weekend. Mansfield was shining after the soaking rain of the 

past week. It is a time to give gratitude for the beautiful place in which we live. In these times, we can tend to get bogged down with 

fear and uncertainty, especially with this virus sweeping the world. Sometimes stressful times can bring out the very best of human 

qualities – sharing, compassion, empathy, kindness and at other times fear and anxiety fabricate greed, selfishness and hatred. The 

picture splashed around the world by the media, of two women fighting over rolls of toilet paper showed a complete loss of human 

dignity. Our Slovenian relations, who had kept in touch earlier in the year very concerned for our welfare during the bushfires, made 

contact over the weekend slightly alarmed (and amused) that Australia was running out of toilet paper and were we ok.

It is worrying that we, or more importantly loved ones may become ill, but panic is not a preventive measure. One common advice 

given is to regularly wash your hands with soap and water. It is what we encourage at school; another suggestion, which has held me 

in good stead over many years of teaching and with my own children, is to change clothes after coming home from school. It is much 

easier in schools where uniforms are worn because children usually can’t wait to take them off, but a change of clothes at the end of 

the day and washing hands and face seemed to separate the school environment from home.

The Steiner Curriculum (ASCF) is geared to make students feel that they are well equipped to look after themselves – the emphasis 

on practical skills such as craft, gardening, building and cooking gives a certain sense of self sufficiency and independence. It builds a 

confidence that they are well equipped to cope in difficult times. The Cooking Programme in Early Childhood and the Primary years 

not only builds on safety and culinary skills but reinforces healthy eating using fresh produce from the garden and its beneficial effects 

on health. This year Genevieve De Santis has been the Cooking Coordinator. Genevieve has been offered another opportunity for 

work in the community, so Kaivalya Shearer will be taking over the role from next week. Kai presently is a yoga teacher who is very 

dedicated to health and nutrition and is very excited about joining the Kitchen Garden team. Many thanks to Genevieve for all her hard 

work restoring the kitchen and the programme this year. Genevieve will continue working in the library and Andrew Storrie will also 

stay until the end of this term.

Imelda Verbeek returned last Thursday and Friday teaching Eurythmy to Prep and the Primary School students. She will return for 

another two day block this coming week. Eurythmy is a form of movement created by Rudolf Steiner and Marie von Silvers, which 

makes music and words visible. Its aim is to awaken and strengthen the expressive capacities of children through movement and to 

stimulate the imagination. Imelda invites parents to visit to observe a Eurythmy session on Friday, please see Class times below.

Fran Cummins

Principal 

Term 1: Tuesday 28 January – Friday 27 March 2020

Labour Day Public Holiday – Student Free Monday 9 March

Year 7 Immunisations 1st round MSC Wednesday 11 March

Year 7&8 Mansfield Lawn Bowls Wednesday 11 March, 1.40-3.15pm

Year 9 Bluff Spur Camp Thursday 12 & Friday 13 March

Year 7&8 Yea Round Robin Lawn Bowls Friday 13 March, 8.30-4pm

Eurythmy with Imelda Prep – Class 6 Thursday 12 & Friday 13 March

School Assembly – Class 1 performance Friday 13 March, 2.45pm

Year 9 Buller Stirling Camp Wednesday 18 – Friday 20 March

Class 3 Overnight Camp at School
Wednesday 18 March, 5.30pm – Thursday 19 

March, 8.30am

School Assembly – Class 6 performance Friday 20 March, 2.45pm

Aust Mountain Bike Interschools – Thredbo Thursday 19 - Sun 22 March

ASHE Indigenous Games, Art & Storytelling Monday 23 March

Year 9 Cross Cut Hike Tuesday 24 – Thursday 26 March

Class 3 Play Wednesday 25 March, 12pm & 7pm

Rosa Mundi Bindaree Visit Thursday 26 March, 10am

Harvest Bush Dance in the Melliodora Hall Thursday 26 March, 6pm

End of Term 1 
Friday 27 March 

Early Departure 2.30pm

Term 2: Wednesday 15 April – Friday 19 June 2020

Easter Monday Public Holiday – Student Free Monday 13 April

To friends and families,



Staff PD day – Student Free Tuesday 14 April

Kinder & School commences Wednesday 15 April

Class 3 & 4 Melbourne Zoo Snooze Camp Thursday 16 & Friday 17 April

Kindergarten & School Working Bee Saturday 18 April, 8am - 12.30pm

Year 7,8 & 9 Art Camp Tuesday 21 – Friday 24 April

World Earth Day Wednesday 22 April

ANZAC Day Public Holiday – Student Free Monday 27 April

Class 6 McCormacks Trail Ride Camp Tuesday 28 – Thursday 30 April

Rosa Mundi Bindaree Visit Thursday 30 April

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2020 MRSSK Calendar... 
Follow the link and click the "Subscribe" button in the bottom right hand corner of the calendar.)

EURYTHMY WITH IMELDA
Imelda is looking for someone to host her on Thursday 
evening, please contact the office if you are able to 
provide accommodation, thank you.

On Friday parents are invited to observe Eurythmy 
sessions:
9:00am    Prep
9:35am    Class 3
10:10am  Class 4
11:20am  Class 1
12:05pm  Class 2

1:50pm    Class 5
2:35pm    Class 6

NATIONAL RIDE2SCHOOL DAY - THIS FRIDAY 13 
MARCH
This Friday 13 March, we'll be joining in the National 
Ride2School Day celebrations. Ride, walk, scoot or 
skate to school and join us for a FREE healthy breakfast 
and Bike Maintenance & Safety workshop.

Parents and students are invited to learn how to look 
after your prized ride and the things you need to know to 
keep you safely on two wheels.

HARVEST BUSH DANCE
Thursday 26 March, 6pm

We are once again hosting a Harvest Bush Dance as 
part of our end of Term 1 celebrations on Thursday 26th 
March, 6pm. All ages welcome for a fun and friendly 
evening featuring our favourite local performers 

SUBSCRIBE HERE



Couchgrass. Paying their energetic style of bush dance 
music, the original Couchgrass band began in the early 
1980’s and is known as a bush band with an eclectic 
repertoire. They’ll be performing a mix of music from 
Australian, Scottish, American and other ethnic origins 
as a soundtrack to the night, offering instructions and 
demonstrations of dances to ensure all can participate 
with confidence. A light dinner will be available for 
purchase on the night, with all proceeds going towards 
the school’s cooking program.. 

Thursday 26 March, 6pm at Melliodora Hall, 
Mansfield Steiner School.
TICKETS $10 Individual Adult | $5 Child | $30 Family
BOOK YOUR TICKETS HERE

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Thirteen Mansfield Steiner students headed to Falls 
Creek on Friday 28 March to compete at the 2020 
Victorian XC Mountain Bike Interschools and came home 
very proud of their efforts.

In an improved format for 2020, that saw boys and girls 
racing together over the same distance on a challenging 
but enjoyable course, with Mansfield riders dominating. 
The weather was cool but sunny when 127 riders took to 
the course for practice on the shore of the Rocky Valley 
storage dam. The course included large sections of 
ascent on open gravelled fire trail and flowing technical 
descents on single track.

The students from Mansfield Steiner led the charge for Mansfield with their team of 13 joined by six riders from 
other Mansfield schools. This year’s event saw the addition of students from Class 3/4, allowing more junior riders 
to compete for the first time.

On a 1.08km course the students rode three laps. Avah Van der Heyden finished 1st place in the Grade 3/4 girls 
and Ben Ross 2nd in the Grade 3/4 Boys ahead of Rueben Bateup in 5th, Finnigan Stokes in 6th and Archie Hall in 
8th. A special mention must be made to Rueben who stopped to help Finnigan after he fell riding in a particularly 
difficult section of downhill trail.

The Grade 5/6 riders tackled three laps of a longer 1.75km course. In the Grade 5/6 Girls Mika Smith finished 
2nd and Cate Simms in 4th. Tom Williams finished in 4th, closely followed by Finnegan Baker in 5th, Ethan Nealon 

in 10th and Will Wettenhall in 18th position.

The Year 7/8 riders stepped up with four laps of the 1.75 km course and saw another first place for Mansfield 
Steiner with Maddison Smith leading from beginning to end of the girls' race, while Ned Hall rode consistently to 
place 4th in the 7/8 boys.

Our students did a great job encouraging the other Mansfield riders from MSC, MPS and St Marys who also 
enjoyed great success, with several students making it to the podium.

In the school’s overall trophy Mansfield Steiner was thrilled to again finish 3rd behind the much larger school of 



Cathedral College and the hometown favourites Mt Beauty. Fingers crossed to for some averaging next year to 
determine the overall trophy with points currently awarded for every rider but no average applied overall.

It was an outstanding effort by all riders and a huge thank you to all parents for making the drive to Falls Creek, 
Mansfield Mt Buller Cycling Club – Dirt Crits and to coach Damian Grundy for his work developing our juniors on 
Sundays. Thankyou also to Myrtleford Ski Club for accommodating our school team at a fantastic rate. Anyone 
looking at visiting Falls Creek in the summer or winter should certainly inquire about staying at the lodge.

Best of luck to all riders heading to Thredbo for the Australian Mountain Biking Interschools on March 19-22. Any 
students interested in joining the team to ride in any of the winter MTB State Series events can contact Ariel Stava - 
Mansfield Steiner School Mountain Bike Coordinator 0400649994.

IN THE SECONDARY SCHOOL...

IB STUDENTS - FRENCH
The IB French class has been learning about physical 
and mental health this term, which comes under the 
theme of “Identities.” Topics have included nutrition, 
exercise, eating disorders, mental health and stress, with 
further study into smoking, drugs and alcohol and the 
associated issues young people face around the world.

Assessments tasks include group role-plays and 
individual oral presentations, writing tasks, listening tests 
and reading comprehension tasks.

Last week, the students created a brochure to 
encourage healthy habits while completing Years 11 and 
12.

Jen O'Donnell
French Teacher

YEAR 9
Learning and skills for life.
This week Year 9 students presented their ideas and 
progress to the Social Enterprise Businesses External 
Panel, including our local mayor Marg Attley and young 
business person, Daniel Bell. In consultation with a grant 
from Mansfield Council, support from the Mansfield 
Youth Services representative Earl Ree-Goodings and 
class teachers; students have learnt about marketing, 
basic finance accountability and small business in order 
to come up with a ‘pitch’ to put to the external panel. The 
pitch was to secure the funds they needed to launch 

their social enterprises. After much busy work, students presented social business models (models of business that 



build community capacity) such as ‘Intergenerational, family fun days’, proceeds going to sports scholarships for 
those who would not otherwise be able to play sport, a music night with proceeds to go towards buying instruments 
for communities who would not otherwise have access to musical instruments, jewellery production and sales with 
funds to go towards tree-planting and sustainability projects.

It has been wonderful to see students grow in their confidence to deal with external members of the public, network 
with local representatives and business owners, delve into the world of profit and loss management and create 
marketing material to promote and support their businesses.

The school would like to thank Marg Attley, Daniel Bell and Bonnie Clarke for sitting on the panel and providing 
students with helpful feedback and offering support. It has been a wonderful collaborative project. In the coming 
weeks students will be in the community at markets and around town conducting their small businesses. We would 
love to see you there.

Suzanne Van Wyk
Secondary Coordinator, SLT

YEAR 9 OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

Education for Adolescents
RUDOLF STEINER
Journal for Anthroposophy, Spring 1979
This text consists of excerpts from a lecture given in 
Stuttgart on June 21, 1922. In a few cases the 
repetitions appropriate for spoken style have been 
omitted and sentences condensed. Translation by 
C.B.
When children come to the age of puberty, it is 
necessary to awaken within them an extraordinarily great 
interest in the world outside of themselves. Through the 
whole way in which they are educated, they must be led 
to look out into the world around them and into all its 
laws, its course, causes and effects, into men's 

intentions and goal... All this must be brought to them in such a way that it can resound on and on within them — 
so that questions about nature, about the cosmos and the entire world, about the human soul, questions of history 
— so that riddles arise in their youthful souls.

Year 9 Outdoor Program
Up to now, students in the Year 9 program have approached their time in the outdoors with great enthusiasm, it has 
been easily joyful, but coming into the sixth week there is an expected push back. Questions begin to arise, natural 
enough for the emerging adult. Why are we going away--- again? What’s the point? The point is many-fold. Asking 
how many of them were missing home when away, nearly the whole class raised their hand or if unwilling, their 
eyebrows and looked to the ground. How many of you expected to miss home? Only one hand. What are you 
missing about home? “comfort.. television.. my own room.. eating whatever I want, whenever I want”.

The Outdoor Program creates a community of learners who need to solve problems not only externally but within 
themselves, in real time. They cannot retreat to their bedroom, hide behind a mask for the six hours of the school 
day or avoid the issue (unless they don’t want to meet their basic needs for food, shelter and company—you need 
to eat, even when it is teeming with rain).

It was unsurprising then that compulsory journal time has shifted from a thing to be moaned at, to a time where 
students seek reverent spaces, looking over the ocean or cliff-top or more recently out over the Alpine mountains 
and bemoan having to stop these musings to return to the group. In these journals they are free to unravel the 
questions arising naturally within themselves. It is a small but wonderful revelation as an adolescent to admit to 
yourself that you take for granted that there are clean clothes and hot food put before you, as if by magic each day, 
and that perhaps you should have more gratitude for that wonderful gift.

Suzanne Van Wyk
Secondary Coordinator, SLT



YEAR 8
Students have just concluded their exploration into the 
world of geometry in their Platonic Solids Main Lesson. 
They have been busy drawing, building and exploring 
faces, edges and vertices of the five complex forms. 
Year 8 is looking forward with great excitement to their 
first round robin tournament of the year, which is Lawn 
Bowls. They will be engaging with the local Bowls club to 
help learn the required skills to compete. We have 
commenced our final Main Lesson for the term, 
Shakespearian Literature, and will start to explore the 
script for our performance of ‘Much ado about Nothing’ 
later in Term Two.

Seamus Kavanagh
Year 8 Guardian, Secondary Teacher, ICT

YEAR 7
This week in Year 7, we have gone deeper into the 
processes of the human body and how it deals with 
certain substances. Dr. Andrew Wettenhall came by and 
among other things we looked at the liver and how it 
manages alcohol and sugar; students were given a 
mental picture of what abuse of both of those 
substances will do to the liver and the body as a whole 
(it's not pretty). Students were asked to call upon the 
knowledge obtained about the dangers of these 
substances as we then engaged our creative minds to 
construct poems or short descriptions of their impacts on 

the body.

We finished the week looking into the magical birth story and Fran came to the class to lead the students in a wet 
on wet painting of the 'spark' at the moment of conception.

Josh Byrne
Year 7 Guardian, Secondary Teacher

IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL...

CLASS 6
Class 6 are enjoying building a geodesic dome with Pat. 
It will not only help protect the chickens from the foxes 
and the vegetables from the birds, but will be a beautiful 
structure to fit into our garden. The three reasons for our 
construction are founded in the permaculture principle of 
having at least three purposes for activity. Maths, of 
course is at the core of it! 

We have also heard the story of Alexander the Great and 
his wise teacher, Aristotle to finish our Ancient Greece 
Main Lesson.

We wish Ethan and his family well on their great 
Australian adventure and look forward to hearing all 
about it in Term 3.



Lou Pullar
Class 6 Teacher

CLASS 5
Class 5 have just wrapped up our Australian History 
Main Lesson and have been working hard to finish off 
the work on our timeline entries. While we have covered 
a lot of territory, there is still so much to learn, and we will 
look forward to coming back to this when we look at 
bushrangers and explorers later in the year.

Hopefully the students have gained a sense of just how 
long the story of human occupation of Australia is and 
are beginning to understand the impact European 
settlement has had in such a short time.

This week students will begin to look at Ancient India in their next Main Lesson as well as begin to explore decimals 
in practice lessons.

Glenn Hood
Class 5 Teacher

CLASS 4
Class 4 have been busy with vertical maths. Adding, 
subtracting and multiplying have been keeping the 
children busy during this maths Main Lesson.

We farewelled Eamon and wished him a safe and 
exciting trip around Australia. We are all looking forward 
to hearing about his travels.

The knitting needles are out for craft with many animals 
being created.

In the garden with Pat we are learning the importance of proper planting technique. 

We all enjoyed having Daisy come in and sing and play recorder with us last Friday during Morning Circle.

Linda Sampson
Class 4 Teacher

CLASS 3

Class 3 is hearing the stories of Moses and beginning to 
work on their class play coming up at the end of 
this Term. They are learning about the Ten 
Commandments and making their own commandments 
for the class.

Through these stories they are making their own spelling 
lists and learning verses and songs. They have made a 
family tree of Abraham down to the 12 tribes of Israel 
and we have put it on our wall.

The class will be having their practice camp on the 18th of March, spending the night at school as their first 
camping overnight experience.

Michael Brittain
Class 3 Teacher



CLASS 2
Class 2 starts a new Main Lesson this week – The Celtic 
Dragon Myth – which will be an English/Reading Main 
Lesson. It’s a good rollicking story and is a great 
stepping stone for beginning to read. 

This week we begin to learn some new songs after our 
wonderful performance last Friday, along with some new 
recorder songs. 

Students are enjoying Thursday afternoon PE now that 
swimming has finished, and the chance to play some games with Lou Jenkins before craft on Tuesday afternoons.

Gardening with Pat has also become a highlight in small groups each week, whilst another small group participate 
in the school cooking program and the rest of the class take the opportunity to do some focused group work.

Jacinta Walker
Class 2 Teacher

CLASS 1
Class 1 have completed their Main Lesson on the 
alphabet in which a letter was presented each day in 
pictorial and story form. Most of all the students enjoyed 
seeing how many words they could think of that started 
with that letter. Now we are learning about numbers and 
experiencing the quality and quantity of each number. 
We will go outside to see where that number is 
represented in nature. For example, the chickens lay one 
egg per day, we have two feet, there are three leaves on 
a clover and the pony next door has four legs. We are 
also enjoying learning new Easter songs for the 

upcoming festival at the end of the term.

Clare Bennetts
Class 1 Teacher

IN EARLY CHILDHOOD...

ROSA MUNDI
The Rosa Mundi Prep Class has settled in well. The 
children have learned their daily routine, eager to come 
together each morning to find out what day it is, some 
waiting to hear if it is their favourite morning tea, lunch or 
activity. The children are able to anticipate what comes 
next and will often come and offer to help with the next 
activity.

Open ended play time is a favourite for everyone each 
day with themes appearing from stories and experiences 
in the children's lives. In the classroom there have been 
lots of campfire building, race cars and cubbies built.

Outside the children have enjoyed learning how to join 
the horsey reigns together to make a train of riders and 
horses; the sandpit has been a great place for digging 
and tunnelling; the ropes have also become coveted play 
toys used as pulleys to hoist items onto the castle or up 



a tree to a climber; climbing some of the garden’s favourite trees.

At the end of each day the children have learnt to help put all the equipment away, eager to go for a walk to collect 
treasures or play on the big school castle.

Ariel Stava
Rosa Mundi Prep Teacher

MORNING STAR
Morning star children enjoyed seed saving over the last 
two weeks. Our friend Archie brought in a sunflower 
kernel from which we harvested the seeds. We made 
origami envelopes in which to take the seeds home and 
enjoyed scratching the seeds out one by one.

The children have now perfected the art of sushi rolling 
and enjoy making a rainbow of colours with our 
vegetables to put in the centre.

We all welcomed the rain this week and had a lot of fun 
making mud pies and collecting water from the roof of the sandpit to play with.

A favourite story has been ‘Three Billy Goats Gruff’. The children have been retelling the story in morning play 
using the props as well as playing the story in our garden with bridge making and ‘Trip trip trapping over the 
bridge’.

Sandi Valerio
Early Childhood Coordinator, SLT

TEACHER FEATURE

JENNY TAYLOR
IB Theory of Knowledge (TOK) and Creativity, Activity and 

Service (CAS)
Jenny has been teaching for a number of years in both the VCE and the International Baccalaureate 

programs and it has been an enriching experience, one where she has had the privilege of working alongside 
so many wonderful young people and colleagues. Jenny began her teaching career at a small community 

school in Chiang Mai, Thailand, where she taught English and History to Grades 5-8 students. On her return 
to Australia she taught at the Glen Waverley campus of Wesley College and, for the past 12 years, at MLC - 

teaching VCE English, Literature and Global Studies, and IB Core subjects (Theory of Knowledge, 
Creativity Activity and Service) and Literature, holding various positions of responsibility such as team leader, 

mentor to pre-service teachers and level coordinator. Jenny’s great love is the classroom - as a subject 
teacher with a passion for her subjects, and in being able to impart this to students. The pastoral care 
element is crucial - ensuring that the classroom is a place where everyone feels safe and is heard and 

challenged to grow. It is indeed a privilege to be a part of a student’s learning journey. This care for each 



person is something that is very obvious to Jenny as she comes full circle from her initial teaching in Chiang 
Mai and begins to work in the IB program here at Mansfield Steiner School.

SCHOOL FUNDRAISER

If you are planning a spring garden display this year 
perhaps you would like to support the school online bulb 
fundraising.

See attached details of bulb company so you can check 
out their online bulb catalogue and place an order.

All funds raised on behalf of the school will go 
towards the school’s international exchange 
program for 2021.

Happy Gardening!
Thank you to Jane Diplock for once again organising this 
fundraiser to support the Yr 10 cultural exchange 
program.
There are a few hardcopy catalogues at front desk if you 
would like to pick one up.

www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/RUDOLPHSS

NOTICE  OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

The school AGM will be held on 
Monday, May 18 at 7:00pm in the 
Melliodora Hall.

The AGM is open to all Association Members. 
Membership of the Association is open to all current and 
past parents and staff, as well as others with a 
connection to the school. Application forms for 
membership of the association are available at the office.

This year, in addition to the normal AGM formalities, the 
meeting will consider nominations for three positions on 
the Governance Committee, which are available as a 
result of members completing their two-year terms.

The Governance Committee is essentially the School’s 



Board of Directors and is made up of seven elected, up 
to two invited members and the School’s Principal. The 
Governance Committee is responsible for setting the 

strategic direction of the school. The year ahead is a particularly important and exciting time for the School and its 
Governance Committee -making sure we deliver the International Baccalaureate in 2020 and the continuing work 
on our Masterplan. The Governance Committee meet on a monthly basis (generally the fourth Monday of the 
month at 6:30pm). Members are also expected to take up a position on a sub-committee relevant to their skills and 
experience (these also meet monthly). If you are interested in being nominated for a position on the School 
Governance Committee, please contact Sarah Lieber, Governance President, for an information pack and 
application form on 0401 016 198.

MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL COMEDY FESTIVAL 
TICKETS NOW ON SALE!
Tuesday 9 June 2020 at 6:30pm

The Melbourne International Comedy Festival Roadshow 
is returning to Mansfield this June as part of our annual 
fundraiser! Featuring an all killer, no filler line-up of 
Aussie stars, talented newcomers and international 
performers from Australia’s largest comedy festival, 
we’ve got all your comedy cravings covered. 

Tickets will go on sale to the public in March, so be sure 
to book your tickets early if want to avoid disappointment 
- BOOK HERE!

WARNING:  M15+ Adult themes, coarse language and 
material that can offend. 

PARENTS & FRIENDS - CRAFT GROUP

Craft group continues each Friday at 9.30am at Eileen's home 8 
Links Rd, Mansfield.

All welcome and all skill levels catered for.
For enquiries please call Eileen: 0488 555 952



PONDERING STEINER

The Pondering Steiner reading group will gather on 
Wednesday evening at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. 

There is no requirement of reading aloud nor 
homework. All welcome!

Shop 5, 12 High Street, Mansfield
Enquiries to: Janina 0421812881 or Taryn 5776 2174.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

STUDENT ABSENCES

ALL student absences are to be advised to the school office prior to or on the day of the absence.  Please 

do not text or email teachers in the morning, this information is easily missed. Phone or email the office so 

that your child's absence can be correctly recorded, thank you.

CAMP, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like: 
school camps or trips, swimming and school organised sports programs, outdoor education programs 
AND excursions and incursions. Applications for 2020 are now open and will close at the end of Term 2. You can 
apply if you are a family holding a valid means-tested concession card or are temporary foster parents. There are 
two criteria that must be met, please visit the website HERE for all the details.

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE
In some locations in rural and regional Victoria, students are unable to access free school buses and schools must 
assist eligible parents/carers to access the conveyance allowance to help with the costs of student travel to and 
from school. Depending on how a student travels to school, a student may be granted a conveyance allowance if 
they meet their eligibility criteria when they: 

• attend their closest government or appropriate non-government school/campus located outside the 
metropolitan conveyance boundary.

• reside 4.8km or more from that school/campus attended.

For more information please contact Sally - sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au

PEANUT & NUT PRODUCTS
We have children at the school who have an anaphylactic response to nuts/peanuts, through both contact and 
ingestion. The start of the year is a good time to remind parents that we discourage the inclusion on nuts/peanut 
products in student lunch boxes. The school strongly discourages all students from sharing snacks/lunches at 
school. However, whilst we do all we can to reduce the risk of contamination, we cannot prevent that some 
products “may” contain traces of nuts or be prepared in the same manufacturing process. Please clearly label 
ingredients of any food sent to school events. Thank you for your cooperation and support in this matter.

SUNSCREEN 
Sunsmart behaviour starts at home! Parents are responsible for applying sunscreen before school. Sunscreen will 
be available in classrooms and students will be reminded to apply it at lunchtime. Please let the teacher know if you 
do not wish your child to use sunscreen. Your children are more likely to take responsibility for hats and sunscreen 
at school if you are consistent in your expectations at home.

ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL including parent helpers must sign in at reception.
ALL VISITORS will receive a numbered visitor’s tag which is to be returned to reception at the time of signing out, 



thank you.  CHILD SAFE – Visitors to the school who do not have a current Working With Children check will be 
escorted to the area of the campus concerning their visit.

ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE must also be signed in/out at reception. This allows staff 
to be aware of who is on the school grounds if an emergency should occur.

STUDENT MOBILE PHONES 
Mobile phones brought to school must be handed in at the office at the start of each school day and may be 
collected at the end of the day. Students are asked not to use their mobile phones within the school grounds. The 
school accepts no responsibly for the loss, theft or damage to any personal electronic device brought to school.

2020 TERM DATES
Term 1: Tuesday 28 January Staff PD day
Wednesday 29 January students commence. 
Last day of term: Friday 27 March – early departure time, 2 week holiday.
Term 2: Tuesday 14 April Staff PD day
Wednesday 15 April students commence.
Last day of term: Friday 19 June - normal departure time, 3 week holiday.
Term 3: Monday 13 July Staff PD day.
Tuesday 14 July students commence.
Last day of term Friday 18 September - early departure time, 2 week holiday.
Term 4: Monday 5 October Staff PD day.
Tuesday 6 October students commence.
Last day of term:  Thursday 10 December - normal departure time, 6 week holiday.

2020 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options - see here. 

CAR PARK
Please park in the parking bays not along side of the drive and NOT IN THE TURNING CIRCLES as this stops the 
flow of traffic for other vehicles particularly large delivery vans.  Please do not park in the turning circles when 
dropping off or collecting your child from kinder. Move your vehicle very slowly.  Be alert for children – remember 
the younger they are, the less predictable they are and the harder they are to see.   Parents, please watch your 
children.  Make sure they walk along the path – and not through the driveway.

SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW
Please follow the traffic directions at front of school.  Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a 
left turn onto the service road, thank you.

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the Fourth Monday of each month, 6.30pm in the staff room.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Andy Stokes, Rosemary Brennan

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of 
call is to your class teacher to discuss any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Suzanne McKay  (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All 
staff have a school email address as above, being their first name and initial of their last name@mrssk.vic.edu.au

SCHOOL POLICIES and PROCEDURES Covers all aspects of School life and the procedures used.  Feel free to 
ask members of the School Leadership Team or Governance Committee members questions about any issues that 
you are uncertain about. You can review all policies and procedures in the school handbook.

Bullying Policy
Risk Minimisation Strategies
Anaphylactic Shock
Corona Vircus UPDATED Fact Sheet





YEAR 9 SOCIAL ENTERPRISE 

Year 9 students are currently participating in a social enterprise Main Lesson, fundraising for a charity or 
community group of their choice. 



COMMUNITY NOTICES...
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