
The Messenger
TERM 1 WEEK 9 MONDAY 23 MARCH 2020

May the glad morn
of Easter dawn
bring joy to you

May the calm eve
of Easter leave
peace with you.

To friends and families,

The stillness of the beautiful autumnal weather belies the anxiety, fear and general disbelief that a virus is 
rampaging through our usual lives and expectations. Life as we know it is changing rapidly every day and words 
such as uncertainty, unprecedented, fear and greed shout at us from every media platform. But intermingled with 
these alarming stories are people’s positive accounts of life becoming much simpler for them- working from home 
and that no extra activities have allowed more family time, more gardening time and more creative time.

While the world takes stock of itself, it is so important that we retain the best human qualities possible - caring for 
each other, sharing our supplies and produce from our garden and friendship while keeping our children happy, 
healthy and positive.  It is a difficult balancing act - managing anxiety and remaining upbeat whilst being stringent 
about hygiene.

Last week Dr Laura Carter and Nurse Sammy Dennehy visited the Primary classes demonstrating the correct 



washing of hands. They spoke to each class in age-appropriate ways, about the importance of looking after our 
own health and caring for others- coughing into elbows, washing hands, etc. and answering individual’s questions. 
The children particularly enjoyed the UV light picking up spots missed when washing. The classes all enjoyed the 
experience and thank you, Laura and Sammy, for sharing your time and expertise. I hope everyone has seen 
Kate’s video explaining the virus to children. Thank you to Liv Clayton and Kate McSweeney for the information and 
to Brad McSweeney for the filming. Please share it with as many parents as possible.

Mansfield Steiner School has remained open and has followed all Government directives. This weekend the 
Victorian Government announced that all Victorian Government school students will finish Term 1 today, Monday, 
March 23 and the school holidays will be brought forward a week. As there will be no school buses running from 
today and in line with other Mansfield Schools, we will end Term 1 today at the normal finishing time of 3.20pm.

There have been an overwhelming number of cancellations and changes to the school calendar. There will be No 
Naplan testing this year, all camps have been postponed and hopefully will be run later in the year. Assemblies 
plays and festivals have been placed on hold until we can enjoy them as a community. The Outdoor Education 
Program is in recess.  There have been many comments that students should be out in the fresh air and the bush, 
which is true if not sharing a tent, but we do not want to take the risk of placing pressure on an overburdened health 
system if there is an injury. Our priority is for the welfare and safety of all. We are doing a lot of background work to 
ensure that no student’s education is compromised at this time. The Secondary teachers are planning for online 
delivery and Primary teachers will be creating packages of work for their classes. A survey has been sent out to find 
out what access to devices and technology families or students have available in the event of school closures.

If you are experiencing any times of hardship during this time, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Calmness, goodwill and joy are more important than ever now. We are so fortunate to live in a beautiful place such 
as Mansfield and hopefully, we can all be guided by the core values of our school -truth, beauty and goodness to 
help us navigate these extraordinary times.
May your holidays be quiet and restful and enjoy the beginnings and colours of Autumn.

Fran Cummins
Principal 

Term 1: Tuesday 28 January – Monday 23 March 2020

ASHE Indigenous Games, Art & Storytelling Postponed until further notice

Year 9 Cross Cut Hike Cancelled

Class 3 Play Postponed until further notice

Rosa Mundi Bindaree Visit Postponed until further notice

Harvest Bush Dance in the Melliodora Hall Postponed until further notice

End of Term 1 Monday 23 March 2020

Term 2: Wednesday 15 April – Friday 19 June 2020

Easter Monday Public Holiday – Student Free Monday 13 April

Staff PD day – Student Free Tuesday 14 April

Kinder & School commences Wednesday 15 April

Class 3 & 4 Melbourne Zoo Snooze Camp Cancelled by Zoo’s Vic

Kindergarten & School Working Bee Postponed until further notice

Year 7,8 & 9 Art Camp Postponed until further notice

World Earth Day Wednesday 22 April

Class 6 McCormacks Trail Ride Camp Postponed until further notice

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2020 MRSSK Calendar... 
Follow the link and click the "Subscribe" button in the bottom right-hand corner of the calendar.)

SUBSCRIBE HERE



SCHOOL FUNDRAISER LAST WEEK 
TO ORDER!

There's no better time than now to plan a spring 
garden display. This is your last week to support the 
school's online bulb fundraising.

Check out the online bulb catalogue and place an 
order HERE

All funds raised on behalf of the school will go 
towards the school’s international exchange program 
for 2021.

Happy Gardening!
Thank you to Jane Diplock for once again organising this 
fundraiser to support the Yr 10 cultural exchange 
program.
There are a few hardcopy catalogues at front desk if you 
would like to pick one up.

www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/RUDOLPHSS

HARVEST BUSH DANCE
POSTPONED!

Due to the current restrictions on public gatherings, the 
Harvest Buch Dance has been postponed until further 
notice.

Thank you for your understanding.



IN THE SECONDARY SCHOOL...

IB STUDENTS - CHEMISTRY
“The birth of chemistry as a physical science can be 
traced back to the first successful attempts to quantify 
chemical change.” It is this idea that has formed the 
basis of our first 6 weeks of the IB Chemistry course in 
2020.

We are unpacking the idea of measuring chemical 
change and wrapping our heads around incredibly big 
numbers - the number of atoms in a one gram sample, 
and incredibly tiny numbers - the size of particles in an 
atom. With these concepts, we have discovered the 
meaning of intimidating words like stoichiometry, which 
comes from the Greek words for element -stoicheion, 
and for measure - metron. It is important to understand 
how temperature, pressure, volume, and concentration of 

substances interact and to uphold the scientific communication standards necessary for credible science.

This theoretical basis of understanding is the building block required for the more practical application in chemistry 
and they will form the basis of the chemistry course throughout the next two years.

Kate Hood
Secondary Teacher/Guardian/IB Chemistry

YEAR 9
The Year 9s continue to work on their Alpine 
Environments Main Lesson and are studying the local 
indigenous plant and animal species.

They have also worked on developing their social 
enterprise tasks, but due to COVID -19, many of these 
projects are being re-evaluated given that many were 
reliant on a social setting. Similarly, the extensive outdoor 
program had to change; however, students are happily 
diving into the increased academic time, using every 
opportunity to get classroom tasks and assignments 
completed.

Often the mental preparation required for challenges like 
the Outdoor Education program focus on the physical 
experience. In the program so far this year the Year 9’s 
have shown that they are able to embrace a challenge, 
change, and adversity. Skills that they will require 
throughout the year when we return to the scheduled 
Outdoor Program.

Suzanne Van Wyk
Secondary Coordinator, SLT



YEAR 8
Students are fully immersed in the world of Shakespeare 
and are studying his famous comedy ‘Much Ado About 
Nothing’. Having collected their scripts, they eagerly 
await their parts for the play in Term 2. They will now start 
to design costumes and masks for the Masked Ball 
scene, and for the play as a whole.

This follows nicely with their novel study in English ‘The 
King of Shadows’ which is set in Shakespearian England. 
ICT is seeing students start to explore the world of 
Python and they have been coding to create their initials 
from lines and faces from shapes.

Seamus Kavanagh
Year 8 Guardian, Secondary Teacher, ICT 

YEAR 7
Year 7 recently started a Physics Main Lesson related to 
light and sound. We have begun by exploring the 
concept of ‘waves’ and how sound travels through the air 
around us. This involved attaching a speaker to a string 
and spinning it around to demonstrate the Doppler effect; 
the students also demonstrated the effect by running 
past each other on the oval whilst yelling and noticing the 
sudden drop in frequency as the runner passed by.

We also looked at the impact that particular kinds of 
music have on us (both emotionally and physically).

We will move onto light next week and explore the laws that surround it.

Josh Byrne
Year 7 Guardian, Secondary Teacher

IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL...

CLASS 6
Our Geodome is finished. As part of our Business Maths 
Main Lesson, Class 6 are busy working out how much it 
would cost to make another Geodome- 65 lengths of 
timber at $x, cut on a specific angle and sorted into 
colour coded sections, which are then braced together 
with 1.5-inch screws and 3-inch long, 4-inch 
diameter Polypipe cylinders. The devil is in the detail!

Thank you to Kym Henderson, parent and Snowfox 
owner, who spoke to the class and shared her 
experience of running a business at Mt Buller.  She gave 
us insights into how the cost of goods and expenses are 
worked out, including GST and how these fit into a profit 
and loss sheet. This information will be very useful next 
term when the students develop their own business 



idea to generate funds to help others. 

Lou Pullar
Class 6 Teacher  

CLASS 5
Class 5 have begun our Main Lesson on India and have 
heard stories involving Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. The 
students have been drawing some excellent images of 
these gods and have been captivated by the colourful 
and dramatic nature of these stories and pictures.

We have also heard the story of Gautama Buddha 
(Siddhartha) and briefly explored the foundations of 
Buddhist ideas. The students continue to write their own 
accounts of these stories and have been working hard to 
edit their work and create meaningful sentences and 

paragraphs.

In addition, we have begun to explore decimals in our mathematics lessons and have extended our process of 
division to involve decimals as an alternative to whole number remainders.

Glenn Hood
Class 5 Teacher   

CLASS 4
Class 4 has been busy writing and illustrating the stories 
of Norse mythology. The tales of Loki and his 
mischievous antics are very popular with the class.

They have also been planting seeds and seedlings for 
the winter garden with Pat during Gardening.

We met Kai our new Cooking Coordinator and we 
learned a new song with Daisy which we performed for 
the Primary School outside under the trees.

Unfortunately, our Zoo camp has been cancelled for next 
term. This was the decision of Zoo’s Victoria and I will be 
checking in with them when bookings are reopened.

Linda Sampson
Class 4 Teacher

CLASS 3

Class 3 has been busily preparing for their class play. 
They have been learning their lines, songs, dances and 
movements to go with the play. They have worked on 
speaking clearly, slowly and rhythmically and projecting 
their voice in a large space.

In Main Lesson, they have been writing summaries of 
Moses' journey and self-correcting their writing.

The class has been singing Easter songs and playing 
them on the recorder.  

Michael Brittain
Class 3 Teacher



CLASS 2
Class 2 has nearly finished their Celtic Dragon Myth 
story.  They have been writing it out, reading it each day, 
and illustrating their creation - getting ready for their take-
home readers. 

They have also been practicing their Easter songs and 
are starting to learn the autumn songs as well.  Recorder 
practice is coming along well with the introduction of B-
flat, and they have been taking turns at being the 
conductor. 

Old Mrs Pepperpot has made a visit to our class and we all love to hear about her adventures as we eat our lunch. 

Jacinta Walker
Class 2 Teacher

CLASS 1
Class 1 have been introduced to numbers over the past 
two weeks. During Morning Circle, we sing some of the 
times tables and counting rhymes.

We then play a concentration counting game of Fizz 
Buzz. During Main Lesson, we have explored the school 
grounds looking for things in the natural or built 
environment that come in 4s, 5s, 6s or whatever number 
we are studying that day. For example, last week we 
discovered that the pumpkin plant flower had five petals. 
Then we came inside and wrote the number in word, 

digit, Roman Numeral and pictorial form.

Class 1 are also participating in some Easter singing, craft and cooking before the end of Term 1.

Clare Bennetts
Class 1 Teacher

BIRD WATCHING
Sometimes before school, a few of the students join Kaz 
birdwatching.  Armed with some pairs of small binoculars 
and a clipboard, they look and listen for the birds and 
record them.  The children get to learn that many of the 
birds, just like us, have a favourite place or food. If we 
want to see the Australian Raven, we look down near 
Melliodora Hall. The ducks, plovers and ibis are generally 
found near the creek in Woora Woora or on the adjoining 
property. The Red Wattlebirds, Noisy Friarbirds and other 
honeyeaters are often found in the flowering eucalypts. 
The Magpies aren’t particularly fussy, they are found all 
over the school grounds.

The bird list for MRSSK has recently climbed to 44 
species. New to our school list is a small family of wrens 

(Superb Fairywrens) and of course the Australian King-Parrots and Satin Bowerbirds are around. The latter two 
species have come back from the hills to nibble all the fruit and seeds that are abundant in Mansfield at this time of 
year. Another two birds that we have put on the list in the last month or two were flying over the school, the Yellow-
tailed Black Cockatoo and Little Ravens.



IN EARLY CHILDHOOD...

ROSA MUNDI
The Rosa Mundi Prep Class has been very busy with 
preparations for Easter. We have been learning songs for 
Easter, dreaming of eating hot cross buns and hunting for 
Easter eggs. The children have enjoyed the long, 
sometimes tedious but highly rewarding work of creating 
pom-poms to magically turn into soft fluffy bunnies. We 
have carefully painted pictures that we have then crafted 
into beautiful Easter baskets in anticipation of using when 
the festive season finally arrives.

Behind the scenes, we have made adjustments to our 
program to cater to increased anxiety over wellness. Our 
program has been outside as much as possible whilst 
still maintaining the structure and supportive boundaries 
of rhythm and routine. The children have come to enjoy 
the different meals of the week but have participated in 
limited food handling. They have enjoyed using tongs to 
share all of their meals and have perfected the art of 
handwashing on a regular basis. 

Early last week I observed the children playing in quite a frantic nature with lots of disagreements over play toys. 
"This is mine,” and “No, you can’t have it,” became regular phrases. I wondered what could have brought on such 
an increase in combative play, as the group had been getting along quite well, as is usual for this time in the term. 
When I observed carefully to see what was going on, I discovered that unconsciously the children were playing the 
hoarding game. They were fighting over the resources in the yard like we had seen many adults doing in 
supermarkets over the weekend in the media and had no doubt have been discussing in our homes. It was quite a 
reminder of just how imitative young children are. To end these days we had several sharing sessions, where the 
children were asked to put on their thinking caps and on reflection of the day’s activities and were asked to share 
“Did you see someone who was kind today?" or "Did you see someone who was helpful today?” Ending our days 
on a positive note and allowing the children to play through the emotions and experiences that they had felt or seen 
in the world, meant that by the end of the week the group was back to their kind and helpful selves again, sharing 
and working together to create marvellous scenes in the sandpit and games of taking turns.

In these uncertain times, it was a good reminder to be appreciative of what we have. Although we won’t come 
together to celebrate a festival as would be customary to end the term, the children will take home a basket full of 
treasures to help families celebrate the festive season at home. Thank you to all of our families for wonderful 
support and encouragement in our first term of school. 

Ariel Stava
Rosa Mundi Prep Teacher

TEACHER FEATURE

MORNING STAR
Autumn is in the air and we have been enjoying the 
sunshine as we moved to an outdoor program for the last 
two weeks of term.

We have been gathering under the lovely oak tree, 
singing our Morning Circle songs of shaking down 
apples, flipping pancakes and birds flying over the 
valleys.

Our tables are set in the shade outside and morning tea 



and lunch have been extended as we watch the insects 
and birds in our garden, with many a conversation about 
how they gather their food and where they may have 
their homes.

Our daily story has been told outside in the garden and even rest time has been in nature under the oak tree. 
Afternoons have been a time of adventure as we walk in the big school and explore the vegetable garden waving to 
Pat as he works away in the sunshine.

Sandi Valerio
Early Childhood Coordinator, SLT

SALLY BATTEN
IB English and Literature

Sally has been teaching English and Literature to secondary students for over 18 years at Wesley College, 
Melbourne, before moving to Tolmie this year. Her path to teaching consisted of an initial four-year stint at 

Wesley teaching junior secondary classes before leaving to complete a Masters of Arts in Australian Studies 
at the National Centre for Australian Studies at Monash University. She then accepted a position at the 

university as co-ordinator and editor of The Bibliography of Australian Literature, which was published in four 
volumes, as well as teaching at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels across three campuses. After 

some time living and working overseas, the next turn in the road saw a return to Wesley College where Sally 
was teaching English across Years 9-12 and, in particular, as a leading teacher in Literature in the 

International Baccalaureate Program. It is her involvement with the latter that led to her interest in Mansfield 
Steiner School as they became pioneers with the internationally recognised Years 11 and 12 program. The 

focus on the educational and emotional development of the individual, at the centre of both the IB and Steiner 
philosophies, resonated strongly. Steiner teaching also provided the opportunity for Sally to work closely with 

the Mansfield community, in which she and her partner now reside, and the privilege of opening the minds 
and hearts of her students to the challenges and power of literature. Sally is very much looking forward to 

embarking on what she refers to as a two-year “IB World Trip” with her Year 11 Literature students in 2020. 



THANK YOU PRUE!
A very special thank you to Prue Shepherd from 
Snowgum Nursery, who supplied the school with bulbs 
out of her own garden for our students' Easter baskets 
when our order was not received in time.

Your generous support this morning for students of the 



school was widely appreciated. 

Thank you

NOTICE  OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

The school AGM will be held on 
Monday, May 18 at 7:00pm - 
venue to be advised.

The AGM is open to all Association Members. 
Membership of the Association is open to all current and 
past parents and staff, as well as others with a 
connection to the school. Application forms for 
membership of the association are available at the office.

This year, in addition to the normal AGM formalities, the 
meeting will consider nominations for three positions on 
the Governance Committee, which are available as a 
result of members completing their two-year terms.

The Governance Committee is essentially the School’s 
Board of Directors and is made up of seven elected, up 
to two invited members and the School’s Principal. The 
Governance Committee is responsible for setting the 
strategic direction of the school. The year ahead is 

a particularly important and exciting time for the School and its Governance Committee -making sure we deliver the 
International Baccalaureate in 2020 and the continuing work on our Masterplan. The Governance Committee meet 
on a monthly basis (generally the fourth Monday of the month at 6:30pm). Members are also expected to take up a 
position on a sub-committee relevant to their skills and experience (these also meet monthly). If you are interested 
in being nominated for a position on the School Governance Committee, please contact Sarah Lieber, Governance 
President, for an information pack and application form on 0401 016 198.

PARENTS & FRIENDS - CRAFT 
GROUP

Craft Group is postponed until further notice.

Thank you for your support over the term.

We hope you enjoy autumn evenings making your own 
creative handcraft.

Eileen



PONDERING STEINER

The Pondering Steiner reading group is postponed until 
further notice.
We hope you will continue to enjoy lots of reading over 
the holiday break.

EXTRA LESSON WITH JANINA

Due to the current climate regarding educational classes, 
Threefold Educational Support sessions are postponed 
until further notice, thank you.
Janina 0421812881 

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

STUDENT ABSENCES

ALL student absences are to be advised to the school office prior to or on the day of the absence.  Please 

do not text or email teachers in the morning, this information is easily missed. Phone or email the office so 

that your child's absence can be correctly recorded, thank you.

CAMP, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like: 
school camps or trips, swimming and school organised sports programs, outdoor education programs 
AND excursions and incursions. Applications for 2020 are now open and will close at the end of Term 2. You can 
apply if you are a family holding a valid means-tested concession card or are temporary foster parents. There are 
two criteria that must be met, please visit the website HERE for all the details.

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE
In some locations in rural and regional Victoria, students are unable to access free school buses and schools must 
assist eligible parents/carers to access the conveyance allowance to help with the costs of student travel to and 
from school. Depending on how a student travels to school, a student may be granted a conveyance allowance if 
they meet their eligibility criteria when they: 

• attend their closest government or appropriate non-government school/campus located outside the 
metropolitan conveyance boundary.

• reside 4.8km or more from that school/campus attended.

For more information please contact Sally - sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au

PEANUT & NUT PRODUCTS
We have children at the school who have an anaphylactic response to nuts/peanuts, through both contact and 
ingestion. The start of the year is a good time to remind parents that we discourage the inclusion on nuts/peanut 
products in student lunch boxes. The school strongly discourages all students from sharing snacks/lunches at 
school. However, whilst we do all we can to reduce the risk of contamination, we cannot prevent that some 
products “may” contain traces of nuts or be prepared in the same manufacturing process. Please clearly label 
ingredients of any food sent to school events. Thank you for your cooperation and support in this matter.

SUNSCREEN 



Sunsmart behaviour starts at home! Parents are responsible for applying sunscreen before school. Sunscreen will 
be available in classrooms and students will be reminded to apply it at lunchtime. Please let the teacher know if you 
do not wish your child to use sunscreen. Your children are more likely to take responsibility for hats and sunscreen 
at school if you are consistent in your expectations at home.

ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL including parent helpers must sign in at reception.
ALL VISITORS will receive a numbered visitor’s tag which is to be returned to reception at the time of signing out, 
thank you.  CHILD SAFE – Visitors to the school who do not have a current Working With Children check will be 
escorted to the area of the campus concerning their visit.

ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE must also be signed in/out at reception. This allows staff 
to be aware of who is on the school grounds if an emergency should occur.

STUDENT MOBILE PHONES 
Mobile phones brought to school must be handed in at the office at the start of each school day and may be 
collected at the end of the day. Students are asked not to use their mobile phones within the school grounds. The 
school accepts no responsibly for the loss, theft or damage to any personal electronic device brought to school.

2020 TERM DATES
Term 1: Tuesday 28 January Staff PD day
Wednesday 29 January students commence. 
Last day of term: Friday 27 March – early departure time, 2 week holiday.
Term 2: Tuesday 14 April Staff PD day
Wednesday 15 April students commence.
Last day of term: Friday 19 June - normal departure time, 3 week holiday.
Term 3: Monday 13 July Staff PD day.
Tuesday 14 July students commence.
Last day of term Friday 18 September - early departure time, 2 week holiday.
Term 4: Monday 5 October Staff PD day.
Tuesday 6 October students commence.
Last day of term:  Thursday 10 December - normal departure time, 6 week holiday.

2020 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options - see here. 

CAR PARK
Please park in the parking bays not along side of the drive and NOT IN THE TURNING CIRCLES as this stops the 
flow of traffic for other vehicles particularly large delivery vans.  Please do not park in the turning circles when 
dropping off or collecting your child from kinder. Move your vehicle very slowly.  Be alert for children – remember 
the younger they are, the less predictable they are and the harder they are to see.   Parents, please watch your 
children.  Make sure they walk along the path – and not through the driveway.

SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW
Please follow the traffic directions at front of school.  Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a 
left turn onto the service road, thank you.

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the Fourth Monday of each month, 6.30pm in the staff room.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Andy Stokes, Rosemary Brennan

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of 
call is to your class teacher to discuss any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Suzanne McKay  (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All 
staff have a school email address as above, being their first name and initial of their last name@mrssk.vic.edu.au



SCHOOL POLICIES and PROCEDURES Covers all aspects of School life and the procedures used.  Feel free to 
ask members of the School Leadership Team or Governance Committee members questions about any issues that 
you are uncertain about. You can review all policies and procedures in the school handbook.

Bullying Policy
Risk Minimisation Strategies
Anaphylactic Shock
Corona Vircus UPDATED Fact Sheet

COMMUNITY NOTICES...

RENTAL PROPERTY NEEDED

We are looking for a home in or around Mansfield

3-4 bedroom preferable

All working facilities

Yard to grow veggies

Would like to pay no more than $350 p/w if possible 
ASAP

Please contact Rhiannon 0448 999 244 if you can help 
us find a new home, thank you!
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