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JACK O’LANTERN
Jack O’Lantern, Jack O’Lantern
You are such a funny sight
With your head turned to the window
Looking out at the night
You were once an orange pumpkin
Hanging on a wooded vine
Now you are my Jack O’Lantern
Let your candle light shine

To friends and families,
I remember so vividly the first Autumn festival I experienced. Mansfield Steiner School was still in Maindample
and I had only recently started teaching at the school. I was just learning about Steiner Education and the
importance of festivals. The very small, colourful lantern parade wound its way through the few streets of
Maindample, with the children’s voices singing out Jack a Lantern into the crisp, clear night before returning
to the school grounds. Everyone sang ‘Rise Up, O Flame’ as the oldest child in the school put a match to the
bonfire, the flicker of light caught, and the flames were very soon reaching up to lick the stars. It was magical.
Autumn in Mansfield makes it easy to give gratitude when living in such a beautiful place. A season worth
celebrating.
This year we will have to forego our whole school lantern parade and bonfire due to the Covid-19 restrictions,
but all families can have their own celebrations at home. You can download our Autumn Festival Songbook and
head out into the chilly night, away from screens and have a family Autumn walk, sing songs around your bon fire
or fire drum, open fire or candle.
How to make an Jack O'Lantern:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Paint an A3 picture and leave to dry.
Cut 3cm slits along one of the long edges of your painting that are 2cm apart.
Draw the outline of 6 leaves on the white side.
Use a needle to prick holes along the leaves edge, 2mm apart.
Press all flaps in towards the white side.
Staple lantern into a cylinder.
Cut a cardboard circle to glue to flaps on the inside at bottom of lantern
Make a plait to staple on for a handle.
Blue tack a tea light candle inside the lantern
Light at night, taking care with the naked flame.

May this Autumn festival be special in a different way.
Fran Cummins
Principal

Term 2: Wednesday 15 April – Friday 26 June 2020
Autumn Festival

Friday May 8

Bio-dynamic Seminar

Cancelled

Year 9 Murray River Canoeing Camp

Postponed until further notice

School Annual General Meeting (ZOOM Meeting)

Monday May 18, 7pm

Year 8 Shakespeare Play

Postponed until further notice

Berthe Mouchette French poetry competition

Friday May 22

Year 7 & 8 Interschools Sports Round Robin

Postponed until further notice

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2020 MRSSK Calendar...
Follow the link and click the "Subscribe" button in the bottom right-hand corner of the calendar.)

SUBSCRIBE HERE

WELLBEING
Did you know Kai our Cooking Coordinator is also a yoga teacher?
Find yourself somewhere comfortable and join Kai for a little yoga. Build your breath, mind and body
connection, so that we may have a little more mindfulness and connection with our world.
Namaste ᨸ
ᨼ
ᨻ
ᨺ
ᨹ

FRENCH Class 3 - Year 9
All Class 3 - Year 9 students have just two more weeks
to have their poem memorised for the annual Berthe
Mouchette competition.
Here are links to the official recordings to help your child
to practice:
Class 3: https://youtu.be/RAtm-FmKHeY
Class 4: https://youtu.be/YRi_KxHyTYU
Class 5: https://youtu.be/hcPF6YR3bxA
Class 6: https://youtu.be/GCfd_jvkLRo
Year 7: https://youtu.be/lpGWqEOY_tM
Year 8: https://youtu.be/RUHcJgBwo6k
Year 9: https://youtu.be/-sf5oJHQcdY
Year 11: https://youtu.be/DEmFDYrxMEs (Year 11 have
a few extra weeks)
Parents, could you please prioritise this project? We
need the support of families to help the students to
commit their poems to memory with the correct
pronunciation. If you could listen to your child recite their
poem each day it would be so wonderful!
Thank you so much,
Jen and Jo

Year 11 (Lachie's Isolation
Initative)
Isolation has been a stressful time for everyone, and
personally I was getting bored doing nothing all day. I
realised the rest of my class and the teachers were
probably feeling like this too, so I had an idea that once
online school began, I would dress up in all kinds of
weird, random outfits to entertain anyone who saw me
online that day. I have been doing this for the first three
weeks of online school, and while I am running out of
outfits, I think everyone is enjoying it. I also seem to
have achieved my goal and I am getting lots of laughs
and smiles from the teachers and students.
About a week ago, just after our Theory of Knowledge
class, I asked my Ceative Activity and Service supervisor
if I should do this as part of my CAS project? She
thought this was a great idea, and suggested I ask the
class and teachers about their favourite outfits so I can
include it in my reflections. At the moment I have
dressed up in all kinds of things. Some of the most
popular outfits have been a very pink fairy, a knitting
lady, where I had a cup of tea and some knitting, I was
working on, and a Jasmine from ‘Aladdin’ outfit. My goals
for the future are to keep this going until we are back at
school, which will be a bit of a challenge to find so many
outfits, but I am optimistic and hoping I can pull it off.
- Lachie Henderson (Year 11 IB Student)

Year 9
In order to maintain a level of fitness that the Year 9s
worked hard to gain in Term 1, carrying packs, jogging
and living in the outdoors, we have created opportunities
to maintain physical strength through physical
challenges. On Wednesdays we jog as far as we can- 10
minutes out and then as fast as we can back to where
we started (wherever we are). On Fridays we walk with
our pack (and if the students are keen they complete
Brookes push-up challenge while they pack their packs).
We walk for half an hour, this morning in the driving rainbecause "there is no such thing as bad weather, just bad
clothing".
- Suzanne Van Wyk (Secondary Coordinator)

Class 5
The Class 5 India Main Lesson is focused on the epic of
the Ramayana. Throughout the study of this India Main
Lesson, the students will also hear tales of Ganesha,
Durga and the mighty Ganges River. It has been an
interesting adjustment to remote learning for many of us,
but I have been impressed with the student’s ability to
quickly become self-directed in their work and it is my
hope that they will gain an increased sense of
responsibility for their own learning through this
experience.
- Glenn Hood (Class 5 Teacher)

Class 4
Class 4 have been learning about many interesting
animal features, illustrating animal stories in their Main
Lesson books and working on their poetry skills. They
have practised similes, handwriting and spelling.
- Linda Sampson (Class 4 Teacher)

Class 3
For our Measurement Main Lesson, our Class 3 students
were tasked with building a shelter at home from natural
materials.
- Michael Brittain (Class 3 Teacher)

Class 2
In Class 2 we have been hearing the famous tales of
'The Mouse and the Lion' and 'The Shepherd Boy and
the Wolf' amongst others.
Students have been
practicing their writing skills in this Main Lesson, as well
as doing some very beautiful drawings and wax
modelling.
- Jacinta Walker (Class 2 Teacher)

Class 1
It is inspiring to see how well the children have adapted
to such radical changes this term. They take composite
classes or singing their counting songs to the computer
in their stride. The Class 1 students have been
consolidating letters, vowel sounds and numbers over
the last few weeks. While in the afternoon there has
been a lot of effort put into craft and cooking. It is exciting
to see the results as the students start to complete their
recorder bags.
- Clare Bennetts (Class 1 Teacher)

Rosa Mundi
The Rosa Mundi Class came together with the help of
technology to celebrate their Autumn Festival last Friday
night. Across the district families gathered by their fires
and shared a meal of soup and bread while they lit their
lanterns and other wonderfully carved Jack O'Lanterns.
The children and families shared their favourite remote
learning experience so far and with joyful voices we sang
our repertoire of autumnal fireside songs.

- Ariel Stava (Rosa Mundi Prep Teacher)

Mansfield Steiner school community expresses sincere
sympathy to Robin and Samuel Mosley and family on the
recent passing of Anna.
May the loving support of friends and family bring you all
comfort at this sad time.
A ship sails and I stand watching it till it fades on the
horizon.
Someone at my side says, ‘She is gone’.
Gone where?
Gone from my sight. That is all.
She is just as large as when I saw her.
The diminished size and total loss of sight is in me,
not in her.
And just at that moment, when someone at your side
says, ‘She is gone’
There are others who are watching her coming.
And other voices take up the glad shout.
‘Here she comes!’
And that is dying.

FROM GARDEN TO PLATE

Remember to ‘Eat a Rainbow’ ❨
❮
❭
❬
❫
❪
❩
This week our garden is producing delicious green beans and lettuce. Green vegetables contain a
range of phytochemicals including carotenoids, indoles and saponins, all of which have anti-cancer
properties. Leafy greens such as spinach and broccoli are also excellent sources of folate.
Remember to eat a rainbow.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Monday, May 18, 7.00pm
A ZOOM Meeting invitation to our AGM will be sent
out shortly to all Association Members.
Membership of the Association is open to all current and
past parents and staff, as well as others with a
connection to the school. Application forms for
membership of the association are available at the office.
This year, in addition to the normal AGM formalities, the
meeting will consider nominations for three positions on
the Governance Committee, which are available as a
result of members completing their two-year terms.
The Governance Committee is essentially the School’s
Board of Directors and is made up of seven elected, up
to two invited members and the School’s Principal. The
Governance Committee is responsible for setting the
strategic direction of the school. The year ahead is
a particularly important and exciting time for the School
and its Governance Committee -making sure we deliver the International Baccalaureate in 2020 and the continuing
work on our Masterplan. The Governance Committee meet on a monthly basis (generally the fourth Monday of the
month at 6:30pm). Members are also expected to take up a position on a sub-committee relevant to their skills and
experience (these also meet monthly). If you are interested in being nominated for a position on the School
Governance Committee, please contact Sarah Lieber, Governance President, for an information pack and
application form on 0401 016 198.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
COVID-19 COMMUNICATIONS
Prep - Year 8
Year 9
Year 11 - IB
Corona Virus UPDATED Fact Sheet
THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the Fourth Monday of each month, 6.30pm in the staff room.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Andy Stokes, Rosemary Brennan
STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of
call is to your class teacher to discuss any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal) jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au
Suzanne McKay (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au – Everyday admin enquiries. All
staff have a school email address as above, being their first name and initial of their last name
ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is excited to launch our new
Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is
to support our school community’s local businesses,
promoting a wider awareness so that our community can
show local support when considering the purchase of
goods or services.
As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the
support of our local business community through the
submission of business information. Please complete
the linked form to ensure your information is featured
correctly.
Forms
can
be
returned
to emmaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au or dropped in to the
school office.
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

COMMUNITY NOTICES...
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