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Watch us doing The Waggle for World Bee Day

How doth the little busy bee

Improve each shining hour,

And gather honey all the day

From every shining flower!

How skilfully she builds her cell!

How neat she spreads the wax!

And labours hard to store it well

With the sweet food she makes.

By Lewis Carroll

To friends and families,

Tomorrow Mansfield Steiner School will be celebrating World Bee Day.  May 20 is the birthday of Anton Jansa, an apiarist and painter and the 
pioneer of modern beekeeping. Anton Jansa was born in in 1734 in Slovenia and was one of the greatest authorities on the subject of bees. 
The purpose of World Bee Day is to acknowledge the vital role bees and other pollinators play in our ecosystem.

In 2019, as part of the Waldorf 100 celebrations, every Steiner school throughout the world pledged to make their school a safe homeland for 
bees. The aim being to create awareness of the importance of bees and to encourage students of all ages to participate in caring for their health, 
from creating bee friendly gardens to complex research studies. We are committed to continuing our focus on the importance of bees.

Last week the Early Childhood and Primary students, as well as a number of staff, did The Waggle dance in the lead up to World Bee Day.  It 
was a beautiful sunny day and the grounds, dressed in its autumnal colours, provided a perfect backdrop to each of the class performances. 
Thank you to everyone who came dressed in yellow and black for the occasion. As you can see by the final video above, the performances were 



great.

We have other fun activities planned for tomorrow’s official celebration, so please dig out your yellow and black clothing once more.

Fran Cummins
Principal 

Term 2: Wednesday 15 April – Friday 26 June 2020

Year 8 Shakespeare Play Postponed until further notice

Annual General Meeting via Zoom Monday May 18, 7.00pm

Solo Music Concerts New date to be announced

Berthe Mouchette French poetry competition Thursday June 11 

Year 7 & 8 Interschools Sports Round Robin Postponed until further notice

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2020 MRSSK Calendar... Follow the link and click the 
"Subscribe" button in the bottom right-hand corner of the calendar.)

YEAR 9
This week, our Year 9s began their first week of on-campus Outdoor Education 
classes on Thursdays and Fridays. The week began with life skills lessons, where the 
class nominated skills they wanted to learn for their future. This week we learnt how to 
change a tyre of a car; they should now be well equipped and ready to assist next time 
a flat occurs.   

As we, unfortunately, can't go camping, we compromised and brought camping to us 
by setting up the tents, stoves and having tea, hot chocolate, marshmallows and 
smores by the fire (items rarely seen out on camp). As a class, we spent this time 
reflecting and setting new and improved goals for the future.

- Brooke Varacalli (Outdoor Ed, Year 9 Guardian)

CLASS 6
After a busy morning in the garden, moving the Geometric Dome into position and 
harvesting pumpkins, Class 6 sat down to a delicious lunch of pumpkin soup and 
salad that came 95% from our school garden. The question arose, what was the 
remaining 5%?... oil, spices, coconut sugar and cacao. 

- Lou Pullar (Class 6 Teacher)

CLASS 3
Class 3 have been out Form Drawing in nature this week. They’ve been out finding 
forms in nature and living into the forms by creating the patterns with natural materials. 
This is preparation for joint writing which we will begin to learn later this term. 

- Michael Brittain (Class 3 Teacher)

SUBSCRIBE HERE



ROSA MUNDI PREP
The Rosa Mundi prep class enjoyed their first week back at school. They were 
enchanted by the story of Stone Soup, drawing and creating wax models from the 
story and looking forward to seeing who might find the stone in their soup each 
morning teatime. Morning tea has been embraced with a class full of wonderful soup 
eaters on Tuesday and Thursday. All of the soup eaten on the first day. Wow a Prep 
first!

- Ariel Stava (Rosa Mundi Prep Teacher)

LOST PROPERTY
The School has amassed a large amount of student lost property and we would like to 
return it to the rightful owners.

All items will be displayed at the Waiting Tree this Friday, or available for checking at 
the front office throughout this week, anything remaining will be donated to charity 
next Monday.

Thank you.

THANK YOU
This week we had an unexpected visit from Clare at the Bendigo Mansfield & District 
Community Bank.  

Thank you for your generous gesture acknowledging our hard working teachers with 
some free coffee vouchers to our local cafes. 

#mansfield&districtcommunitybank

FRENCH POEM COMPETITION JUNE 11 (Class 3 - 
Year 9)
June 11 is the deadline for all students in Class 3 - Year 9, to have their poem 
memorised for the annual Berthe Mouchette competition.

Here are links to the official recordings to help your child to practice:

Class 3: https://youtu.be/RAtm-FmKHeY
Class 4: https://youtu.be/YRi_KxHyTYU
Class 5: https://youtu.be/hcPF6YR3bxA
Class 6: https://youtu.be/GCfd_jvkLRo
Year 7: https://youtu.be/lpGWqEOY_tM
Year 8: https://youtu.be/RUHcJgBwo6k
Year 9: https://youtu.be/-sf5oJHQcdY
Year 11: https://youtu.be/DEmFDYrxMEs  (Year 11 have a few extra weeks)

Parents, could you please prioritise this project? We need the support of families 
to help the students to commit their poems to memory with the correct pronunciation. 
If you could listen to your child recite their poem each day it would be so wonderful! 

Thank you so much,
Jen and Jo

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

Our new Governance Committee was appointed at last night’s Annual General 



Meeting.

We thank Andy Stokes for his contribution to the committee over the past two years.

We also welcome Ingrid Ueno to the committee.

Our new Governance Committee members are:-

Sarah Lieber
John Bowen
Tim Ross
Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken
Ingrid Ueno
Rosemary Brennan

Office Bearer positions (President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary) will be 
decided at the next Governance Committee meeting on the 27th May.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

COVID-19 COMMUNICATIONS
Prep - Year 8
Year 9
Year 11 - IB
Corona Virus UPDATED Fact Sheet

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the Fourth Monday of each month, 6.30pm in the staff room.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Andy Stokes, Rosemary Brennan

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to 
discuss any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Suzanne McKay  (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All staff have a school email 
address as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is excited to launch our new Local Suppliers Register. The 
purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local businesses, 
promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when 
considering the purchase of goods or services.

As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business 
community through the submission of business information. Please complete 
the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be 
returned to emmaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au  or dropped in to the school office.

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.



COMMUNITY NOTICES...
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