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Giynu-nganjinu

Taungurung

Waydjak bunbunarik liwik-nganjin yaraga-ngala dhumbali daada gurnap biik-nganjin yulendj-nganjin

We are the descendants of our old people and we have an ongoing responsibility to look after inheritance, which is 

our country and our culture

Nganga-ngala biik-nganjin yaraga-ngala burndap gerr ngarrnga buk wilanja-nganjin

We look after our country because we have an intimate relationship like thousands of generations before us had.

Ngala barra gerr-nganjin gilbruk biik-nganjin yarang buk daada gurnap dhumbali biik-dhan buk wilanja-dhana.

We will continue our relationship with respect for our country and teach the new generations that they have the 

same inheritance and responsibility to their country as every generation before them has had.

To friends and families,

This coming week is Reconciliation Week, May 27 to June 3. It is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, 
cultures and achievements and to explore ways how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. 
Reconciliation involves building positive, respectful relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other 
Australians; enabling us to work together to close the gaps, and to achieve a shared sense of justice and fairness.

The week is about sharing culture and celebrating Indigenous success at every opportunity.

The dates chosen for Reconciliation Week are related to these historical events:



• 27 May 1967 – On this day, Australia’s most successful referendum saw more than 90 per cent of Australians vote to give the
Australian Government power to make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and recognise them in the Census.

• 3 June 1992 – On this day, the Australian High Court delivered the Mabo decision, the culmination of Eddie Koiki Mabo’s
challenge to the legal fiction of ‘terra nullius’ (land belonging to no one) and leading to the legal recognition of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples as the Traditional Owners and Custodians of lands. This decision paved the way for Native Title.

Mansfield Steiner School will celebrate the beginning of Reconciliation Week by making a mandala of the Reconciliation Week 
motif using flowers and items from nature that represents our school and the land on which it stands. The mandala will form part of 
our Acknowledgement of Country to be videoed and placed on social media with the “We are in this Together” theme #NRW2020. 
However due to the restrictions during this COVID 19 period, we are unable to ask members of the local Taungurung indigenous 
people to attend the ceremony, so we will be filming it to share with them instead.

Indigenous studies are an important part of our Australian Steiner Curriculum Framework and teachers will work with this theme in 
their individual classes over the coming week. Other activities will also include Dreamtime stories in the Early Childhood and the 
Primary years and a viewing of the documentary ‘In My Blood It Runs’ for students Class 5 – Year 11. 

Fran Cummins
Principal 

 Term 2: Wednesday 15 April – Friday 26 June 2020

 Solo Music Concerts  New date to be announced

 Berthe Mouchette French poetry competition  Thursday June 11 

 Year 7 & 8 Interschools Sports Round Robin  Postponed until further notice

 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  Monday June 8

 Mid Term Student Reports  Tuesday June 9

 Last day of Term 2  Friday June 26 (early departure - 2.20pm)

Stay up-to-date with all our events and date changes by subscribing to the 2020 MRSSK Calendar... Follow the link and 
click the "Subscribe" button in the bottom right-hand corner of the calendar.)

THE LAUNCH OF OUR NEW IB STUDY SPACE

This week we are excited to officially launch our new IB Study Space, thanks to the generous support of Bendigo Bank - The 

Mansfield & District Community Bank.

The Merton Hall, which was previously the Merton School, provided the perfect space for this facility. Previously a costume 

SUBSCRIBE HERE



storage area adjoining our school Library, the room has now been transformed into a space for our IB students. The room is 

named Yangurdi which is from the Taungurung language meaning “walkabout” - aimed to inspire our IB students, for when 

they’ve completed their Diploma, to go out into the world and seek their own adventures.

We thank The Mansfield & District Community Bank for their support in helping to make this upgrade possible. They play a 

key role in fostering sustainable outcomes by investing in our community, which can only happen through the community’s 

returned support. If you don’t already bank with them, now might be a time you could consider where you would like your 

money to be invested?

SENIOR SECONDARY
Year 9 are participating in a complex Main Lesson, Australia to The 
Modern Era. It traverses the complexities of our government institutions 
as well as how Australia experienced the history that we covered in the 
previous Main Lesson, The Making of The Modern World (Federation – 
WW1).

To bring to life the intricacies of preferential voting the class was split 
into groups and asked to create political parties.

Each political party focused on changes they would like to make at the 
school and asked to vie to the senior class mates to vote for them, 
based on the changes they wanted to create at school.

What ensued was a hotly contested political debate- promises of more 
electives, canteen options and more outdoor seating in the Senior 
School.

All votes in and preferentially accounted for- The People Party (Amelie, 
Jess, Hamish and Jordan) were the party voted in. Overall the 
students learnt a valuable lesson about preferential voting and some of 
the twists and turns of political campaigning in Australia.

- Suzanne Van Wyk (Secondary Coordinator)



YEAR 9
This week our Year 9s have been continuing their life skills and Outdoor 
Education classes. We moved into the kitchen and made pumpkin soup 
and salad from our plentiful school garden, using 95% produce grown at 
school.

As a class, students voted for more time in the kitchen so they can learn 
how to create nutritious meals, and cook at home.

Students are developing their cooking preparation as well as their 
communication and cleaning skills. These skills we are currently working 
on will help prepare the students for the challenges of our 20-day 
expedition at the end of the year. This trip will see the class plan, 
prepare and buy food for the entire 20-day experience. 

- Brooke Varacalli (Outdoor Ed, Year 9 Guardian)

YEAR 7
Year 7 has been challenging the views and perceptions of women in the 
Arthurian legends.

We read the story of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and students 
were asked to use what information they could gather from the story to 
find out how women were perceived in Medieval society.

We found that not only was the only female character nameless, but she 
was also used by her husband as a pawn to seduce Sir Gawain and test 
his ‘honour’ as a knight of the round table.

Nobody was very impressed.



- Josh Byrne (Year 7 Guardian)

CLASS 4
Class 4's Main Lesson is Fractions. They have been enjoying some 
tasty treats as a result of cutting up various food items. Using their rulers 
to measure evenly and folding up various shapes of paper have also 
kept them thinking about fractions.

The children are enjoying working together and teaching each other 
when they work something out.

The class has also been working hard learning the French poem.

- Linda Sampson (Class 4 Teacher)

CLASS 1
Class 1s are well under way with the Local Surroundings Main Lesson. 
We have been walking around the school each day and looking for 
different things in nature that may be unique to this area or may be 
changing with the seasons.

One day we took a tally of every animal that we could find and how 
many of each there were.

Another day we looked at all the different vegetables in the garden and 
how they were changing now the first frost had fallen.

Inside the classroom we recap the story from the day before and work together to form a short sentence from the story.

Everyone’s handwriting and drawings are improving at a rapid rate and a lot of this is thanks to all the hard work parents put in 
during the time of Remote Learning.

- Clare Bennetts (Class 1 Teacher)

CLASS 2
Class 2 have been enjoying our Number Magic Main Lesson and looking 
at tricks and interesting patterns in Maths; square numbers, odds and 
evens, triangular numbers and rectangular numbers. 

Outside, students have enjoyed making their own gardens and houses 
and generally playing near the creek. 

One of the tricks they enjoyed was to choose a number between 1 and 
10.  Add 2.  Double.  Take away 2.  Halve.  Take away the number you 
started with.  The class found out that it didn’t matter which number you 
chose, it always came out as . . . . .



- Jacinta Walker (Class 2 Teacher)

MORNING STAR
This week the morning star children arrived to the glow of a morning 
outside fire. They enjoyed the warmth right throughout the day as we sat 
at different times to do some beeswax modelling.

On Friday we toasted marshmallows as a special treat.

Our story this week was about a little red house with a chimney, no 
windows, no doors but a star inside. They enjoyed finding out that it was 
in fact an apple and we enjoyed some star apple slices at lunch time 
after the story.

It was nice to see some sunshine on Friday as we adventured around 
the school collecting colours for our mandala.

- Sandi Valerio (Early Childhood Teacher)

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
The Mansfield Steiner School Governance Committee meeting was 
held last night, as this was the first meeting post the AGM, the office 
bearer positions were decided: -

• President            Sarah Lieber
• Vice President   John Bowen
• Treasurer            Tim Ross
• Secretary             Scott Ersvaer

The office bearers will serve in the above position for 1 year.

In addition the Governance Committee representative for the mandate 
groups was also agreed on. 

• Marketing                           Sarah Lieber
• Gardens & Grounds        Scott Ersvaer
• Project Steering Team    Catherine Yencken/Sarah Lieber
• Policy                                    John Bowen/Ingrid Ueno/Rosie Brennan
• Finance Committee         Tim Ross/Sarah Lieber

FRENCH POEM COMPETITION JUNE 11 
(Class 3 - Year 9)
June 11 is the deadline for all students in Class 3 - Year 9, to have their 
poem memorised for the annual Berthe Mouchette competition.

Here are links to the official recordings to help your child to practice:

Class 3: https://youtu.be/RAtm-FmKHeY
Class 4: https://youtu.be/YRi_KxHyTYU
Class 5: https://youtu.be/hcPF6YR3bxA
Class 6: https://youtu.be/GCfd_jvkLRo
Year 7: https://youtu.be/lpGWqEOY_tM
Year 8: https://youtu.be/RUHcJgBwo6k
Year 9: https://youtu.be/-sf5oJHQcdY
Year 11: https://youtu.be/DEmFDYrxMEs  (Year 11 have a few extra 
weeks)



Parents, could you please prioritise this project? We need the 
support of families to help the students to commit their poems to 
memory with the correct pronunciation. If you could listen to your child 
recite their poem each day it would be so wonderful! 

Thank you so much,
Jen and Jo

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

COVID-19 COMMUNICATIONS
Prep - Year 8
Year 9
Year 11 - IB
Corona Virus UPDATED Fact Sheet

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the Fourth Monday of each month, 6.30pm in the staff room.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Andy Stokes, Rosemary Brennan

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your 
class teacher to discuss any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Suzanne McKay  (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All staff have a 
school email address as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is excited to launch our new Local Suppliers 
Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school 
community’s local businesses, promoting a wider awareness so that our 
community can show local support when considering the purchase of 
goods or services.

As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local 
business community through the submission of business information. 
Please complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured 
correctly. Forms can be returned to emmaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au  or 
dropped in to the school office.

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 
5779 1445.



COMMUNITY NOTICES...
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