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''The need for imagination,

a sense of truth and

a feeling of responsibility - 

these are the three forces

which are the very 

nerve of education''

- Rudolf Steiner

To friends and families,

In Steiner Schools, the foundation for reading begins in Early Childhood. Learning to read evolves in the same way as it did for the beginning of 
humanity. Spoken language developed first, then people drew pictures to communicate their ideas, followed by symbols such as hieroglyphics and 
finally the abstract letters of our modern alphabets. Once there was a written language, people learned to read. This is exactly the sequence in which 
children master language and it also is the sequence in which reading is taught in Steiner schools. The children’s first reader is one they write and 
illustrate themselves. 

Some of the essential features of learning to read in a Steiner School is that there is time. Children learn to decode words at different ages, some 
children take to reading quickly and others take much more time. Some children can easily decode the words, but the inner activity or comprehension of 
the read text takes an even longer time. At Mansfield Steiner School there are many approaches used to teaching reading: sounding out words, using a 
phonetic approach, building sight vocabulary, shared books, reading aloud to an adult, the modelling approach. The essential ingredient always, even 
when the beginner reader is struggling, is to create and maintain the love of literature in all students and for them to appreciate the richness of language.

There is nothing more satisfying for a teacher than when a student finally unlocks the mysteries of reading and a magical world unfolds for them.

Tomorrow, Class 6, led by keen organisers Giselle and Zoe, are hosting our Best Book Day Ever. All students are asked to dress up as characters from 
a book that they have read and enjoyed, not a movie. The students will share the book with their class, perhaps reading an excerpt while dressed as 
their favourite character. It is an entertaining way to celebrate literature.

Fran Cummins
Principal 

BEST BOOK DAY EVER - THIS WEDNESDAY JUNE 17

Don't forget, this Wednesday June 17, Class 6 have organised a Book Day for the 
whole school.



"We encourage (and hope), that your child will come dressed up like a character from their 
favourite book.

We also hope that your child can bring the book that he or she is dressing up from - (if you do 
not have this book, that is ok), he or she can describe this book to their class instead. 

The teachers shall also dress up (we trust!)

But the most important part, is to have fun! We look forward to seeing your child, or children, 
all dressed up on 17 June.

Thanks 
From Class 6 

NOTE FROM THE OFFICE: Please avoid dressing up as movie characters, we would 
like to keep the themes to books only - although we are aware that movies can also 
come in the form of a book too. If unsure, please ask your child to chat to their teacher 
about the character they are planning to dress up as - Thank you

YEAR 9
Due to some changes in the timetable and the COVID-19 restrictions to outings in the great 
outdoors, Year 9 have acquired an additional Main Lesson. We are leaping into the follies of 
comedy and have chosen our class play - a mysterious and funny, who done it?

We will work at a fast, furious and comedic pace to put together an entertaining, light-hearted 
murder mystery. 

Students are having fun crafting props, sets and costumes to be ready to put the show on at 
the beginning of Term 3. 

- Suzanne Van Wyk (Secondary Coordinator)

YEAR 8
Year 8 continues their dive into the Age of Revolutions, exploring the French Revolution, the 
great fear, and the rise of Napoleon. 

This week we have looked at the different ideals of revolutionaries, how they inspired the 
people, even attempting to create our own revolutionary virtues. 

The students have been accepting new decrees from King Seamus I each day with little 
complaint,  however it is uncertain if they will tolerate a whole year with these decrees in force 
- time will tell.

- Seamus Kavanagh (Year 8 Guardian)

YEAR 7
Year 7 have been spending the last Main Lesson of the term rehearsing for the play: The 
Story of King Arthur.

After a few weeks of practising lines and stage directions, the costumes came out last week 
and it's all starting to come together!

- Josh Byrne (Year 7 Guardian) 



BASKETBALL CLINIC FOR CLASS 3 - YEAR 9
Last Friday and this coming Friday 20 June, we are running a basketball clinic with two very 
talented American College basketball players currently in Australia playing for the Wangaratta 
North East Bushrangers.

Please encourage students to wear appropriate footwear and clothing for these clinics.

CLASS 6
Class 6 are exploring the physics of sound through a range of experiments.

Here’s Zoe listening to a cutlery chime tinkled by Mika and gauging the difference when the 
string is taut or loose. 

- Lou Pullar (Class 6 Teacher)

CLASS 5
Class 5 are continuing with the Epic of Gilgamesh this week. (The oldest written story in 
history.) This is the centrepiece of our study of Ancient Mesopotamia.

Presently, the main character Gilgamesh is about to be wooed by the Goddess Ishtar. 
Gilgamesh, however, isn’t interested, preferring the adoration of the people of his city, Uruk.

- Glenn Hood (Class 5 Teacher)

CLASS 2
Class 2 students are enjoying the tales from The King of Ireland’s Son. 

They are learning to use quotation marks and are having lots of ‘conversations’ with each 
other (pretending to be characters from the stories) and then writing them down. 

Yoga with Kai on Fridays is a highlight of the week, and the sandpit is a favourite recess 
pastime – lots of digging, water courses being made, mountains and other various and 
wonderful creations being constructed!

- Jacinta Walker (Class 2 Teacher)

CLASS 1
Class 1 are becoming very proficient in their counting tunes and break into song throughout 
the day!

We are continuing with our Grouping and Counting Main Lesson and tying it into some of 
Grimm’s fairy tales.

After recess we are generally busy working on form drawing patterns, hand-writing or three 
letter words.

On Monday’s we cook and this week we made a risotto. The garden has given us so much 
this year and we were fortunate to use a leek, pumpkin, silver beat, kale and some herbs in 



our dish.

- Clare Bennetts (Class 1 Teacher)

FRENCH POETRY COMPETITION
The French poems have now all been recorded and sent to the Alliance Française de 
Melbourne.

It was wonderful to see how much practice the students had put in. Thank you to all the 
parents for their support and encouragement. 

- Jen O'Donnell (French Teacher)

'SENTRAL FOR PARENTS' APP
Have you downloaded the 'Sentral for Parents' app yet?

The 'Sentral for Parents' app allows you to monitor your child’s school journey simply and 
efficiently.

You will find numerous smart features that help to streamline your communication with the 
school - receive messages and notifications from teachers and the school administration 
team, report absences and in future, make payments for fees and more.

The 'Sentral for Parents' app helps you stay connected, organised and informed about your 
child’s education.

HELLO FRIENDS OF VENILALE SUPPORTERS

Friends of Venilale (FoV) is putting out a call for your assistance.

Sales at the FoV stall at the Vintage Traders Emporium (VTE) have improved significantly in 
the past month as the more relaxed social distancing restrictions have allowed people to get 
out and about. In fact the VTE is almost our only source of income at the moment.

However, success has led to a problem  -  we are running out of stock to sell!

If you have some bric-a-brac tucked away somewhere and wouldn’t mind donating it, FoV 
would be very appreciative if you would consider passing it on to us.

The person to contact is Ann Eldred  -  phone her on 0419 950 724, or email her 
at halleldred1@bigpond.com  -  even if you’re not sure if items would be appropriate for sale 
at the VTE, contact Ann and she can give advice.

Despite the current circumstances, FoV has not been inactive. We have provided US$1000 for the Venilale Health Centre so that they can purchase 
personal protective equipment and other needed medical items to tide them across the coronavirus emergency. We are also supporting five Timor-Leste 
seasonal workers living in Mansfield with food, clothing and social interaction  -  see last week’s Mansfield Courier for an article about them.

Hopefully you can help us out. Thanks in advance.

Cheers
David Foster
on behalf of the FoV Committee

YOGA WITH KAI
If any parents are in of need a bit of Zen time as we finish off this extended term, Kai is 
offering limited time sessions at Yoga In Mansfield on the following dates...



Nightly 5:30-6:30pm
Monday June 22
Tuesday June 23
Wednesday June 24
Thursday June 25

AND 
Saturday June 27
9am Hatha
& 10am Yin 

To book please text your booking to Kai 0484897172 - Max 10 people per class and BYO own 
mat and towel.

Lokah Samastah Sukhino Bhavantu
(May all beings everywhere be happy & free)

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 6.30pm.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Ingrid Ueno, Rosemary Brennan.

Mandate Groups
Marketing – Sarah Lieber
Gardens & Grounds – Scott Ersvaer
Policy – John Bowen, Ingrid Ueno and Rosemary Brennan
Project Steering Team – Catherine Yencken, Sarah Lieber
Finance Committee – Tim Ross, Sarah Lieber

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to discuss 
any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Suzanne McKay  (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All staff have a school email address 
as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is excited to launch our new Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local 
businesses, promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when considering the purchase of goods or services.

As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business community through the submission of business information. Please 
complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be returned to emmaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au  or dropped in to the 
school office.

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

TRADE
BUSINESS 

NAME

CONTACT 

NAME

PHONE 

NUMBER
EMAIL DETAILS

Registered 

Osteopath

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford
5775 2166 bn.osteo@hotmail.com Osteopath

Barber Shop
The Shearing 

Shed Mansfield
Jodie Morris 5775 2300 morrisjodie1973@gmail.com

Men’s Hairdressing, Proraso 

Grooming products & Wahl 

Grooming products

Agriculture HCH Genetics

Jacqui Aylan-

Parker or Dale 

Edwards

0429795468 

or 

0427806672

jacquiaylanp@gmail.com

Cattle AI, semen sales, 

ultrasound pregnancy 

testing, embryo flush and 

transfer.

Retail
Mansfield Sweets 

Shoppe

Natasha 

Kavanagh
5775 3221 info@mansfieldsweets@gmail.com Lollies & treats

Full Scale 

Constructions

Matt Anderson 0405 441 473 matt@fullscaleconstructons.com.auGreen living Accredited.

Master Builder Member



Registered 

Commercial & 

Domestic Builder

New homes, extension & 

renovations, shop fits & 

commercial projects.

Retail Maison FireplacesIvan Pacak 0409 353 331 ivan@maisonfireplaces.com.au

5% Discount for Steiner 

Families.

Inbuilt & free standing 

European fireplaces.

Mechanic
High Country 

Mechanical
Scott Ersvaer 0409 700 978 hcm20B@gmail.com

10% Discount for Steiner 

Families. 

All mechanical work, cars & 

farm machinery.

Electrician Daniel Friday Dan Friday 0448 533 510 d.a.friday@hotmail.com

All types of electrical, 

installation & repairs. Split 

system air conditioning 

supply & installation. TV 

Antenna & Satellite Dish 

installation & repairs. 

Fully Licensed & insured.

Retail
Mansfield Noodle 

House

Jamie & 

Michelle
5779 1880 jamiepon@hotmail.com

Chinese Cuisine & noodles.

Student and teacher lunches 

by special order.

Retail Shopping World
Michelle & 

Maggie
5775 2838 N/A

Variety Shop. Party needs, 

craft, kitchen needs, picture 

frames and storage etc.

Counselling and 

Therapy

The Wellbeing 

Paddock
Jane Hall 0417 765 366 jhall@ggs.vic.edu.au

thewellbeingpaddock.com.au

Individual counselling, 

Equine Assisted Therapy. 

Social/emotional skills 

programs, support and staff 

workshops available. 

Graphic Designer Baker Design Co. Adam Baker 0407 007 245 info@adambaker.com.au

Graphic Design

Sign Writing

Murals

Life Coaching / 

Business 

Consultancy

Briana Seaton 

Coaching
Briana Seaton 0427 878 071 hello@brianaseaton.com

www.brianaseaton.com

Life & Business Coaching.

Published co-author 

‘Empowered Woman 

Empowering the World’
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