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A Prayer For Winter

We give thanks for the blessing of winter:

Season to cherish the heart.

To make warmth and quiet for the heart.

To make soups and broths for the heart.

To cook for the heart and read for the heart.

To curl up softly and nestle with the heart.

To sleep deeply and gently at one with the heart.

To dream with the heart.

To spend time with the heart.

A long, long time of peace with the heart.

We give thanks for the blessing of winter:

Season to cherish the heart.

Amen

- Michael Leunig, The Prayer Tree, Collins Dove, 1991.

To friends and families,

This week we celebrate winter. Our mid-winter celebration is a reverent and meditative festival in which every student walks the spiral and lights a candle from the large central 
candle. Their candle is then placed on the spiral. The spiral symbolises bringing light into the darkest time of the year. The light increases in the room as each candle is lit. It is a 
beautiful scene when every candle is lit.

Steiner says: “When mid-winter arrives, a turning point is reached. The light increases, days grow longer, and nature reawakens. So, the birth of the light at this time has been 
celebrated since the times when the light became the symbol of revelation in the world and man”.

After all students have completed their walk, there is a silent time as flickering candles create a meditative atmosphere and allow time for inner reflection. This year the winter 
festivals will be quite different due to COVID restrictions. Students will still walk the spiral during the day but sadly it will not be a community event. 

It has been a very strange year and we have already experienced many quiet times during the pandemic, but perhaps as families, winter can be celebrated at home with a quiet 
evening, lit candles, warming soup and sitting by the fire, telling winter stories and thinking about how now that we are past the longest night of the year, the great cosmic spiral is 
slowly turning back into the light of the coming spring. 

This Friday we will celebrate the end of Term 2 with a whole school pizza day. The pizzas will be made by Kai and her enthusiastic helpers and baked in the oven by 
Pat. There is no need for students to bring their own lunch on Friday but please remember to bring something for morning tea. 

Thank you for your incredible support of the school during this challenging term. May the holidays be restorative for everyone.



Fran Cummins
Principal 

 Term 2: Wednesday 15 April – Friday 26 June 2020

 Year 7 King Arthur Class Play  Tuesday 23 June

 Classes 1 – 6 Winter Festivals  Wednesday 24 June (during school day)

 Year 7 – Year 11 Winter Festival  Thursday 25 June (during the school day)

 Early Childhood Echidnas Winter Festival  Thursday 25 June 

 Early Childhood Honeybees Winter Festival  Friday 26 June 

 Last day of Term 2

 - School pizza lunch provided to students (Class 1 - 

Year 11)

 Friday 26 June

 – Early student departure 2.20pm

 NAIDOC WEEK – rescheduled due to COVID-19  Rescheduled to November 8-15 

 Staff PD Day (Student Free Day)  Monday 13 July

 First Day of Term 3 - BASTILLE DAY (dress up RED, 

WHITE & BLUE - see more details from the French 

department below)

  Tuesday 14 July

 Working Bee - cancelled Saturday 18 July, 8am – 12pm

 Solo Music Concerts   New date to be announced

 Last day of Term 3   Friday 18 September 

 Term 3: Tuesday 14 July – Friday 18 September 2020

YEAR 8
Revolt. The students of Year 8 have successfully ousted the tyrant King Seamus I, and 
installed the just, fair and all-round pleasant Seamus as Teacher of their Main Lesson class. 
Fed up with the intolerable acts and decrees of King Seamus I, students staged a sit in 
protest, and then marched chanting “We want chairs” and “Down with King Seamus”. 

As part of their Main Lesson, students have been subject to a number of decrees designed to 
encourage students to work together and protest for their right to learn in a fair and equal 
classroom, derived from Acts handed down by the British parliament to the colony of America 
prior to the revolution.  

- Seamus Kavanagh (Year 8 Guardian)

YEAR 7
After a whirlwind term, the Year 7 students have performed their class play to their fellow 
students. There was plenty of stress and anxiety in the week leading up to the performance, 
but to their credit the students pulled it together in the final few days, producing a funny, 
entertaining, and dramatic rendition of The Story of King Arthur. Whilst parents weren’t able to 
attend the performance at school today, students will be provided a video of the performance 
to take home and watch with their families at their leisure. 

- Josh Byrne (Year 7 Guardian) 

BASKETBALL CLINIC FOR CLASS 3 - YEAR 9
On Friday 12 and 19 June, North East Bushrangers Big V league basketballers - Jamal Reid 
and Vashti Nwagbaraocha came to coach our students in basketball skills.

Jamal, from Oregan and Vashti from Wisconsin in the USA, provided an opportunity for 
students to gain valuable tips from professional league players. Who knows, we might even 
have one of  our own in the making.

- Lou Jenkins (Sports Coordinator)



CLASS 4
Class 3 and 4 have been enjoying yoga with Kai over the last few weeks. It is great to see the 
students enjoying yoga at this level. They have shown great improvement in their ability to 
slow down and be present in the moment. 

Lokah Samastah Sukhino Bhavantu
(May all beings everywhere be happy & free)

- Kai Shearer (School Yoga Instructer)

CLASS 3 
Throughout Term 2, the Class 3 students have been learning all about dwellings and the 
materials that are used to make these buildings. We have looked at Igloos, Yurts, log cabins, 
dessert people and their tents, stone houses and Mexican Pueblo’s which are made of mud.

As part of the Main Lesson, the students have been making mud bricks from materials found 
within the school grounds. These bricks were dried in the sun and then used to make a mud 
brick bird house. 

Our next project is to design and create a model of a dwelling made from all natural materials.

- Michael Brittain (Class 3 Teacher)

CLASS 1
This has been a long and challenging term for Class 1 in their first semester in ‘The Big 
School’, but the students have adapted well to the changes.

Overall, much has been learnt, not just from the curriculum, but how to be versatile and make 
the most of unpredictable situations.

In the past few weeks we have enjoyed coming back together as a class, playing games -
 both inside and out, helping each other in joint projects such as working in the garden (which 
often leads to riding in wheelbarrows!), and sharing the Grimms' Fairy Tales. These stories tap 
into our memories, ignite our empathy and bring the lessons alive. 

- Clare Bennetts (Class 1 Teacher)

ROSA MUNDI
The Rosa Mundi Prep Class has enjoyed the last two weeks celebrating the beginning of 
Winter. We have enjoyed singing songs of chopping firewood, Jack Frost and King Winter. We 
have made snowflakes for our windows and enjoyed finishing our cushions. This week we 
have heard the story of How the Robin Got His Red Breast - a traditional winter tale from 
Canada. Our huge term has come to an end. Thank you to all of our wonderful parents for 
your support in transitioning from home back to school this term. We hope you have a 
wonderful holiday break.

- Ariel Stava (Prep Teacher)



CRAFT
Craft is the Technology aspect of our curriculum in the Primary years. It develops the child’s 
creative capacities and will-based intelligence as well as discipline and dedication. 

Will based intelligences thrive when children use their hands. 

The forgetting of craft, not applying oneself in lessons, losing tools or materials and unfinished 
projects, are signs that a child struggles with the ability to push through a difficult task. 

Craft is the means by which our curriculum helps to develop the will. It is where a child 
develops resilience, perseverance, discipline and the ability to work on a project through to completion. The intricate fine motor skills that enable them to 
create their craft projects are hard won. It takes time and effort to become an artisan such as a knitter, painter, carver or calligrapher. There 
are equipment and tools that need to be cared for and looked after. It requires planning and a commitment to see tasks through.

Currently...
Class 1 are working on recorder bags, craft bags and then learning to knit. 
Class 2 are knitting a Beanie and a gnome friend.
Class 3 are weaving a pocket for their music bag and then making a music bag.
Class 4 are knitting an animal (As pictured here, Anella completed her knitted kangaroo today).
Class 5 are making an elephant and weaving a blanket for decoration to go on the back of the elephant.
Class 6 are making a long stitch pencil case that they will use next term.
All these current projects will need to be finished before the end of term. So many students will have craft projects to finish in the holidays. The winter 
term holidays is a great time for us to sit together inside and learn the skills of knitting, sewing, crochet or weaving. Make sure you have a conversation 
about your child's craft projects. They can be very proud of their achievements when a project is completed.

- Lou Jenkins (Craft Teacher)

IT WAS THE BEST BOOK DAY EVER!
It was so exciting to see everyone dressed up last week for our Best Book Day Ever!

Thanks to Class 6 students for organising the day  and to all the students and parents for 
going to so much effort.

It was great to hear about so many well loved books. The students now have a long list to 
read through, inspired by their class mates and teachers.

Thanks Class 6!



BASTILLE DAY 14 JULY
From the French department:

The first day of Term 3 is Bastille Day (Tuesday the 14 of July). We would love everyone to 
dress up in French colours – RED, WHITE and BLUE! Perhaps bring something French in 
your lunchbox – a croissant, baguette or pain au chocolat…salade niçoise, camembert, fois 
gras, escargots…the list is endless!

Bonnes vacances à tout le monde,
Jen and Jo

'SENTRAL FOR PARENTS' APP
Have you downloaded the 'Sentral for Parents' app yet?

The 'Sentral for Parents' app allows you to monitor your child’s school journey simply and 
efficiently.

You will find numerous smart features that help to streamline your communication with the 
school - receive messages and notifications from teachers and the school administration 
team, report absences and in future, make payments for fees and more.

The 'Sentral for Parents' app helps you stay connected, organised and informed about your 
child’s education.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 6.30pm.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Ingrid Ueno, Rosemary Brennan.

Mandate Groups
Marketing – Sarah Lieber
Gardens & Grounds – Scott Ersvaer
Policy – John Bowen, Ingrid Ueno and Rosemary Brennan
Project Steering Team – Catherine Yencken, Sarah Lieber
Finance Committee – Tim Ross, Sarah Lieber

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to discuss 
any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Suzanne McKay  (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All staff have a school email address 
as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

COMMUNITY NOTICES













LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is excited to launch our new Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local 
businesses, promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when considering the purchase of goods or services.

As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business community through the submission of business information. Please 
complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be returned to emmaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au  or dropped in to the 
school office.

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

TRADE
BUSINESS 

NAME

CONTACT 

NAME

PHONE 

NUMBER
EMAIL DETAILS

Registered 

Osteopath

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford
5775 2166 bn.osteo@hotmail.com Osteopath

Barber Shop
The Shearing 

Shed Mansfield
Jodie Morris 5775 2300 morrisjodie1973@gmail.com

Men’s Hairdressing, Proraso 

Grooming products & Wahl 

Grooming products

Agriculture HCH Genetics

Jacqui Aylan-

Parker or Dale 

Edwards

0429795468 

or 

0427806672

jacquiaylanp@gmail.com

Cattle AI, semen sales, 

ultrasound pregnancy 

testing, embryo flush and 

transfer.

Retail
Mansfield Sweets 

Shoppe

Natasha 

Kavanagh
5775 3221 info@mansfieldsweets@gmail.com Lollies & treats

Full Scale 

Constructions

Matt Anderson 0405 441 473 matt@fullscaleconstructons.com.auGreen living Accredited.

Master Builder Member



Registered 

Commercial & 

Domestic Builder

New homes, extension & 

renovations, shop fits & 

commercial projects.

Retail Maison FireplacesIvan Pacak 0409 353 331 ivan@maisonfireplaces.com.au

5% Discount for Steiner 

Families.

Inbuilt & free standing 

European fireplaces.

Mechanic
High Country 

Mechanical
Scott Ersvaer 0409 700 978 hcm20B@gmail.com

10% Discount for Steiner 

Families. 

All mechanical work, cars & 

farm machinery.

Electrician Daniel Friday Dan Friday 0448 533 510 d.a.friday@hotmail.com

All types of electrical, 

installation & repairs. Split 

system air conditioning 

supply & installation. TV 

Antenna & Satellite Dish 

installation & repairs. 

Fully Licensed & insured.

Retail
Mansfield Noodle 

House

Jamie & 

Michelle
5779 1880 jamiepon@hotmail.com

Chinese Cuisine & noodles.

Student and teacher lunches 

by special order.

Retail Shopping World
Michelle & 

Maggie
5775 2838 N/A

Variety Shop. Party needs, 

craft, kitchen needs, picture 

frames and storage etc.

Counselling and 

Therapy

The Wellbeing 

Paddock
Jane Hall 0417 765 366 jhall@ggs.vic.edu.au

thewellbeingpaddock.com.au

Individual counselling, 

Equine Assisted Therapy. 

Social/emotional skills 

programs, support and staff 

workshops available. 

Graphic Designer Baker Design Co. Adam Baker 0407 007 245 info@adambaker.com.au

Graphic Design

Sign Writing

Murals

Life Coaching / 

Business 

Consultancy

Briana Seaton 

Coaching
Briana Seaton 0427 878 071 hello@brianaseaton.com

www.brianaseaton.com

Life & Business Coaching.

Published co-author 

‘Empowered Woman 

Empowering the World’
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