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In the free being of the human,

the Universe is gathered up.

Then in the free resolve of your heart,

take your own life in hand, 

and you will find the World.

The Spirit of the World will find itself in you.

- Rudolf Steiner

To friends and families,

When we were planning the calendar for 2020, we were filled with optimism about our annual events, rolling the dates over from 2019, then Covid struck and threw everything 
into chaos, changing the school year into a listen, watch and act event. 

It has been a year that has required creativity and flexibility or an adapt and survive approach. This weekend would have been our Spring Fair and Open Day, the highlight of our 
school calendar and an opportunity to visit the festive atmosphere and to experience the qualities of our unique school. This year because we are unable to welcome visitors on 
site, we invite everyone to take a virtual tour through our classes via the below link. 

Another event which has been affected by this disjointed year was the Year 8 Project. The Year 8 Project is year long and involves the students pursuing an area of interest. The 
students choose a mentor who is in an expert in the field. They keep a journal on the process and present the results of their endeavours to the whole school community at a 
presentation night.

This year the students have had to adjust expectations and amend plans as restrictions prevented access to the school of mentors and parents. But today all hindrances were 
forgotten as the group of enthusiastic young people were recorded presenting their very best efforts.

The presentations were exceptional. Each student gave an oral presentation of their project to the present Year 7 class and the talk was then live streamed to parents.

The projects were as impressive as they were varied. There were stories of procrastination, budget blowouts, accidents, indecision and of course the curse of the Corona Virus. 
Overshadowing all the negatives were narratives of success, confidence, creativity, imagination, resilience, humility and appreciation. It was all very poignant as the students 
passed yet another milestone in their journey to independence.

The projects included:
Asha - Training and handling her horse Major Tom using natural horsemanship.
Ruby - Restoring a Landcruiser.
Orvokki - Composing and producing her own composition.
Angus - Designed and strung a tennis racquet.
Ned - Planned and undertook a 4 night solo expedition in the High Country.
Mackenzie - Making (and perfecting) and marketing a unique Kombucha recipe.
Khadija - Articulating the complete skeleton of a her pet sheep Annie.
Lilly - Constructing a hen house.
Maddison - Making her own down hill mountain bike.



Phoenix - Making a carbon fibre bike.
Levander - Designing and making a cart.

The students set up individual stalls where they could demonstrate and explain in more detail the workings of their project. They all kept very detailed journals describing their 
journeys. 

Congratulations to all the Year 8 students who demonstrated their ability to solve the complexities of the problems being a Year 8 student in 2020. The presentation was recorded 
for all to enjoy and will be shared in a video on the school website in the weeks to come.

Fran Cummins
Principal 

Term 4: Tuesday 6 October – Thursday 10 December 2020

 Year 9 Mitchell River Hike / Rafting Trip  Monday 19 – Friday 23rdOctober

 Year 8 Project Presentations  Tuesday 20 October

 Class 4 Play  Wednesday 21 October

 2021 Prep Information Zoom Meeting  Thursday 22 October, 7pm

 Replacement Public Holiday for AFL Grand Final Eve (Student 

Free Day)
 Friday 23 October

 Year 9 Alpine National Park Walkabout  Monday 26 – Tuesday 3 November

 Kinder-Prep / Prep-Class 1 Transition Sessions  Tuesday 27 October

 Class 6 Local Astronomy Camp  Friday 27 – Saturday 28 Octtober

 Class 5 Play  Thursday 29 October

 Student Free Day  Monday 2 November

 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (Student Free Day)  Tuesday 3 November

 Year 9 Student Day Off  Wednesday 4 November

 Class 3 & 4 Camp to Sheepyard Flat Creek  Wednesday 4 – Thursday 5 November

 Secondary School Q&A Online Session  Thursday 5 November

 Kinder-Prep / Prep-Class 1 Transition Sessions  Tuesday 10 November

 Remembrance Day  Wednesday 11 November

 Class 2 Play  Thursday 12 November

 Year 7 & 8 Stockyard Creek Camp  Monday 16 – Friday 20 November

 Class 3 Play  Thursday 19 November

 Kinder-Prep / Prep-Class 1 Transition Sessions  Tuesday 24 November

  Year 8 Play  Thursday 26 November

 Report Writing Day (Student Free Day)  Friday 27 November

 Year 9 Play  Wednesday 2 December

 Year 8 Play  Thursday 3 December

 Year 8 & 9 Fry’s Flat Camp  Thursday 3 – Friday 4 December

 Kinder-Prep / Prep-Class 1 Transition Sessions  Tuesday 8 December

 Last day of Term 4  Thursday 10 December

ENJOY OUR VIRTUAL OPEN DAY 2020
We regret to confirm that our much loved Spring Fair and Open Day is not able to go ahead 
this year, as has been the longstanding tradition for the last 35 years. The challenges of 
Covid-19 have offered many hurdles, however we continue to embrace the challenges and 
work around the limitations as best we can. It is in this light that we are excited to share with 
you our online Open Day page, providing a few of our Open Day treats in a digital format, to 
engage with and share with your friends and community. 

Please follow the link to take a journey through Mansfield Steiner School; explore the 
beautiful artworks in our online 2020 Student Art Exhibition and purchase your much loved 
unique Steiner craft and Christmas gifts thanks to the hardworking P&F team. 

Visit the Open Day page on our website HERE



SECONDARY SCHOOL Q&A INFORMATION SESSION
Thursday November 5
7pm - 8pm

Please join us for our Secondary School Q&A Information Session for current, new and 
prospective families interested in finding out more about Steiner Education at Mansfield 
Steiner School.

Hosted by our Principal Fran Cummins, the evening will feature a presentation on the 
Secondary School experience at Mansfield Steiner School and IB student reflection and 
aspirations.

Please register for the event - http://bit.ly/MRSSKSecondaryInfoSession

AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 2020
This week the Aussie Backyard Bird count is on and we will be participating as we did last 
year.  We began our 20 minute surveys on Monday with a small group of Class 2 
students.  We recorded 17 different species in our ‘backyard’. We now have 63 bird species 
on the school bird list.

If you are interested in contributing to citizen science and recording the birds in your patch, 
have a look on the website https://aussiebirdcount.org.au for more information.

WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH
It’s Walk to School Month and this year, we’re celebrating with some awesome prizes for 
participating students!

Walk to School is an initiative pioneered by VicHealth and coordinated by Mansfield Shire 
Council, running for the first month of Term 4!

We invite all students and teachers to walk, scoot, skate or ride to school where possible, and 
on Friday October 30th, come dressed up to WIN… 

1st, 2nd & 3rd prizes for…
Most outrageously decorated helmet 
Most colourful walker
Most pimped out bike 
Encouragement Awards “Keep on Walking Prizes” – 2 x $100 Mansfield Shoe Shop 
vouchers

Prizes will be awarded at 9am, Friday October 30th out the front of the school.

By encouraging children and their families to walk to and from school as often as possible for 
a month, we aim to build healthy habits that will support active lifestyles for children 
embedded into everyday routines.



IB LITERATURE CLASS - Pizza & Persepolis
Last Friday, the Year 11 IB Literature class continued their virtual trip around the literary world 
and were introduced to the background and context of the graphic novel, Persepolis, a 
childhood memoir by Marjane Satrapi who grew up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution.

After school we met again for a screening of the 2007 animated film adaptation, written and 
directed by Satrapi herself in collaboration with Vincent Paronnaud.

The film’s stark visual imagery, humour and insight into the protagonist’s turbulent family and 
national history, brought the graphic text to life for us all.

We also enjoyed some pizza at the end of our second week back together in the classroom.

- Sally Batten IB English Teacher

CLASS 6 GEOLOGY
Class 6 spent yesterday with local Geology expert Andrew Crockett starting the day on his 
property at Glenroy Hills where they heard about the 350 million year old basin that is the land 
formation now known as Mansfield. 

The Class then headed over to the Yenckens’ property on Howes Creek Rd to discover an old 
phosphate mine that exposed wonderfully folded rock formations and saw the fault line 
bordering the neighbouring Bonnie Doon geological system.

They discovered copper in the rocks along the roadside and fish fossils in the phosphate 
rocks on the edge of the system. 

Thanks to Bec Smith, Andrew Crockett and the Yencken family for a great day out.

- Lou Pullar (Class 6 Teacher)

CLASS 5 PLAY PREPARATIONS
Class 5 are preparing for our play next week which is actually two separate plays as part of 
our study of Ancient Greece, ‘Prometheus – the fire bringer’ and ‘The Golden Fleece’. The 
students are performing in one and playing the music for the other and have enjoyed 
becoming Gods, hero’s and villains. Preforming a play is not only a great way to practice 
public speaking, performance and build confidence but it requires that students focus and 
listen to others even when it is not their turn to speak or act. This aspect can sometimes 
require more strength of will than any other part of the process.

- Glenn Hood (Class 5 Teacher)

CLASS 4 PLAY PREPARATIONS
Class 4 have been busy preparing for their class play of 'Thor with Giants'. Shields have been 
carefully constructed, costumes are covered in skins and fur while props are busily coming 
together. All the children have been learning their lines, songs and poems for the 
performance. The Bifrost Bridge will be laid out ready to welcome the Gods to Asgard and 
lead them to Jotunheim, the land of the Giants. 

- Linda Sampson (Class 4 Teacher)



LIBRARY BAGS
Please ensure that your child has a library bag to help protect our library books during their 
transit to and from school.

You are welcome to provide your own or purchase one for $10.00 from Sally at the front 
office. The money raised will be used to buy some new books for our library.

A special thank you to Jen Vaughn (Taryn’s mum) who has kindly made these lovely library 
bags for us.

- Bec McMillan

MAKING GNOCCHI
While Pat was cleaning the garden for some new Spring seedlings, he uncovered some 
surprise potatoes. With this inspiration, this week we created an Italian classic known as 
Gnocchi, although you can buy it in a pack, it’s much for more fun to get your hands dirty and 
make from scratch. This recipe is pretty simple and easy to do at home with just a few 
ingredients, ready to top with any sauce of your choice.

• prep time: 60 minutes
• cook time: 10 minutes
• total time: 1 hour 10 minutes
• yield: 4-6 (generally 1 potato per person is the rule of thumb)

INGREDIENTS
• 4 russet potatoes (2 1/2 lbs)
• 2 1/2 cups flour + 1/2 cup extra for work surfaces as needed
• 1 cup ricotta cheese
• 1 egg
• 1 heaping teaspoon salt

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Cook Potatoes: Add potatoes to a pot. Cover with water and bring to a boil. Cook for about 20 minutes. Remove from water and let cool on towels to
absorb excess moisture.
2. Peel and Grate Potatoes: Remove the peels. Grate potatoes finely using a box grater (or, ideally, a potato ricer).
3. Mix Dough: Mound potatoes on a clean work surface. Add flour, then ricotta, then egg, then salt. Whisk with a fork, starting in the centre and working
your way out. It will get crumbly.
4. Knead Dough: Use your hands to gently bring the mixture together into a smooth dough. Don’t overmix it and don’t over flour it!
5. Roll out Gnocchi: Form into a loaf. Cut the loaf into slices. Roll each slice into a rope. Cut rope into small pieces.
6. Boil: Dust the small pieces with flour to prevent sticking. Working in batches, add the gnocchi to a pot of boiling water. When they rise to the top,
remove with a slotted spoon. Then put them in a bowl and toss with a little olive oil to prevent sticking.
7. Serve: Serve with sauce!

NOTES
If grated potatoes look watery, place them on a clean towel or on paper bags to absorb the moisture. Keep in mind that potatoes do start to turn brown 
(oxidize) as they sit out, so don’t do this step TOO far ahead of time.
You can also add fork indentations to your gnocchi which gives them a fun texture and helps the sauce stick to them better. Just gently press the fork 
into the uncooked gnocchi pieces before boiling.
The best time to add flour is at the beginning and end. Don’t add too much flour while kneading, otherwise it will be tough.
Boil the gnocchi within 30-45 minutes of cutting it up, otherwise they will all stick together (BEEN THERE).
Shake off excess flour before boiling for best results!

Enjoy 

 - Kai Shearer (Cooking Coordinator)

2021 SCHOOL FEES
The fee sheet and fee levels for 2021 have now been finalised.

There is no increase to fee levels for 2021 for Primary and Secondary school students. The Learning Experiences component of fees assumes COVID-
19 restrictions will ease or be rescinded and all normal programs will proceed in their entirety.  Similar to this year if there are restrictions still in place 



adjustments to fees will be made accordingly.

Weekly, fortnightly and monthly payment plans are available and if you would like a payment plan please complete the attached form and return it to the 
office by 11 December 2020.  

The forms can be found on the Parent Portal:- 
Go to the Parent Portal
=>Select More
=>Select Forms
=>Select Payment plan options 2021
=>Select Download
=>Select 3 dots in top right corner
=>Complete form and return to the school

PONDERING STEINER
Pondering Steiner will recommence meeting at Shop 5 on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm.

Enquires welcome, Janina 0421812881.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 6.30pm.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Ingrid Ueno, Rosemary Brennan.

Mandate Groups
Marketing – Sarah Lieber
Gardens & Grounds – Scott Ersvaer
Policy – John Bowen, Ingrid Ueno and Rosemary Brennan
Project Steering Team – Catherine Yencken, Sarah Lieber
Finance Committee – Tim Ross, Sarah Lieber

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to discuss 
any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Suzanne McKay  (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All staff have a school email address 
as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

COMMUNITY NOTICES







LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is excited to launch our new Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local 
businesses, promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when considering the purchase of goods or services.

As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business community through the submission of business information. Please 
complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be returned to emmaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au  or dropped in to the 
school office.

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

TRADE
BUSINESS 

NAME

CONTACT 

NAME

PHONE 

NUMBER
EMAIL DETAILS

Registered 

Osteopath

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford
5775 2166 bn.osteo@hotmail.com Osteopath

Barber Shop
The Shearing 

Shed Mansfield
Jodie Morris 5775 2300 morrisjodie1973@gmail.com

Men’s Hairdressing, Proraso 

Grooming products & Wahl 

Grooming products

Agriculture HCH Genetics

Jacqui Aylan-

Parker or Dale 

Edwards

0429795468 

or 

0427806672

jacquiaylanp@gmail.com

Cattle AI, semen sales, 

ultrasound pregnancy 

testing, embryo flush and 

transfer.

Retail
Mansfield Sweets 

Shoppe

Natasha 

Kavanagh
5775 3221 info@mansfieldsweets@gmail.com Lollies & treats

Registered 

Commercial & 

Domestic Builder

Full Scale 

Constructions
Matt Anderson 0405 441 473 matt@fullscaleconstructons.com.au

Green living Accredited.

Master Builder Member

New homes, extension & 

renovations, shop fits & 

commercial projects.

Retail
Maison 

Fireplaces
Ivan Pacak 0409 353 331 ivan@maisonfireplaces.com.au

5% Discount for Steiner 

Families.

Inbuilt & free standing 

European fireplaces.

Mechanic
High Country 

Mechanical
Scott Ersvaer 0409 700 978 hcm20B@gmail.com

10% Discount for Steiner 

Families. 

All mechanical work, cars & 

farm machinery.

Electrician Daniel Friday Dan Friday 0448 533 510 d.a.friday@hotmail.com All types of electrical, 

installation & repairs. Split 



system air conditioning 

supply & installation. TV 

Antenna & Satellite Dish 

installation & repairs. 

Fully Licensed & insured.

Retail
Mansfield Noodle 

House

Jamie & 

Michelle
5779 1880 jamiepon@hotmail.com

Chinese Cuisine & noodles.

Student and teacher lunches 

by special order.

Retail Shopping World
Michelle & 

Maggie
5775 2838 N/A

Variety Shop. Party needs, 

craft, kitchen needs, picture 

frames and storage etc.

Counselling and 

Therapy

The Wellbeing 

Paddock
Jane Hall 0417 765 366 jhall@ggs.vic.edu.au

thewellbeingpaddock.com.au

Individual counselling, 

Equine Assisted Therapy. 

Social/emotional skills 

programs, support and staff 

workshops available. 

Graphic Designer Baker Design Co. Adam Baker 0407 007 245 info@adambaker.com.au

Graphic Design, Sign 

Writing,

Murals.

Life Coaching / 

Business 

Consultancy

Briana Seaton 

Coaching
Briana Seaton 0427 878 071 hello@brianaseaton.com

www.brianaseaton.com

Life & Business Coaching.

Published co-author 

‘Empowered Woman 

Empowering the World’.

Retail Snowfox
Kym 

Henderson
0419 526 344 kym@snowfox.com.au

Snowfox.com.au

Skiwear, Ski Accessories, 

Winter boots, Designer 

casuals, Alpine jewellery, 

homewares, snow-themed 

toys, Mt Buller clothing & 

souvenirs.

Artist, Qualified 

Dressmaker, 

Interior Decorator 

and Designer

Agnes Robinson
Agnes 

Robinson
0413 564 228 agirobinson@gmail.com

Natural toys, alterations, 

sustainable products, craft 

workshops & 

Covid-19 Masks.

Builder

Bramic 

Constructions Brad Brkljacic
0412 049 244 Brad@bramic.com.au

New homes, extensions, 

renovations.

Painter Mansfield Painter Dane Nye 0439 326 300 dane@555garage.com

Master painter – Domestic or 

Commercial Painting. Interior 

& Exterior.
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