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I seek within

The working of creative forces,

The life of creative powers.

Earth's gravity is telling me

Through the word of my feet,

Air's wafting forms are telling me

Through the singing of my hands,

And heaven's light is telling me

Through the thinking of my head,

How the great World in Man

Speaks, sings and thinks.

- Rudolf Steiner

To friends and families,

Camps are an integral part of the curriculum at Mansfield Steiner School. They extend learning way beyond the classroom walls and allow students a wide variety of experiences 
to support their development. COVID-19 restrictions have caused many disruptions to the 2020 camps program and many planned camps have had to be disappointedly 
postponed until later dates or cancelled. 

The Year 9 Outdoor Education program promised to be an extensive and exhilarating 2020, allowing students to build on experiences and fitness as the year progressed. 
However, the plan had to be revised and adapted during the Remote Learning period and students had to rely on their own self-discipline to maintain strength and fitness. 

Instead of the original twenty-day end of year camp, the students had three separate camping experiences including a five-day walk at Bogong, a week rafting on the Mitchell 
River and a nine-day Alpine camp. There was only a weekend break to recover and prepare for the next challenge. They also had to forego a couple of public holidays. 

Last night the Year 9 students arrived home from the last leg of the trifecta of camp; tired, sweaty but happy and satisfied after meeting the physical, social and emotional 
challenges of such a rigorous program. The whole group had all learned a lot about themselves, the environment and each other.

Congratulations Year 9s and Brooke and Suz.

This week Class 3 will have their first school camp experience as they join Class 4 at Stoney’s Stockyard near Sheepyard Flat.

Many class plays have been rescheduled to this term, unfortunately we are still prevented from having parent audiences, however families can instead enjoy the recordings of 
these important events. 

As the weeks diminish, we look towards 2021 for a more promising year. The first transition day was last Tuesday. The Kinder children enjoyed time in Rosa Mundi and the Prep 
children spent the morning in the big school meeting their class teacher and experiencing the extended playground. 

We are presently planning staffing for next year and interviewing teachers for some new positions. All announcements will be made in the next Messenger.

We look forward to all parents joining the Secondary School Information Q&A this Thursday night on Zoom at 7pm. It will be a great opportunity to ask the teachers questions and 
to find out more about our Secondary program and the International Baccalaureate (IB).



Fran Cummins
Principal 

Term 4: Tuesday 6 October – Thursday 10 December 2020

 Student Free Day  Monday 2 November

 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (Student Free Day)  Tuesday 3 November

 Year 9 Student Day Off  Wednesday 4 November

 Class 3 & 4 Camp to Sheepyard Flat Creek  Wednesday 4 – Thursday 5 November

 Secondary School Q&A Online Session  Thursday 5 November

 Kinder-Prep / Prep-Class 1 Transition Sessions  Tuesday 10 November

 Remembrance Day  Wednesday 11 November

 Class 2 Play  Thursday 12 November

 Year 7 & 8 Stockyard Creek Camp  Monday 16 – Friday 20 November

 Class 3 Play  Thursday 19 November

 Kinder-Prep / Prep-Class 1 Transition Sessions  Tuesday 24 November

  Year 8 Play  Thursday 26 November

 Report Writing Day (Student Free Day)  Friday 27 November

 Year 9 Play  Wednesday 2 December

 Year 8 Play  Thursday 3 December

 Year 8 & 9 Fry’s Flat Camp  Thursday 3 – Friday 4 December

 Kinder-Prep / Prep-Class 1 Transition Sessions  Tuesday 8 December

 Last day of Term 4  Thursday 10 December

SECONDARY SCHOOL Q&A INFORMATION SESSION
Thursday November 5
7pm - 8pm

Please join us for our Secondary School Q&A Information Session for current, new and 
prospective families interested in finding out more about Steiner Education at Mansfield 
Steiner School.

Hosted by our Principal Fran Cummins, the evening will feature a presentation on the 
Secondary School experience at Mansfield Steiner School and International Baccalaureate
student reflection and aspirations.

Please register for the event - http://bit.ly/MRSSKSecondaryInfoSession

2021 SECONDARY SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS
Applications for Secondary School Scholarships for new and existing students close this 
Friday 6 November, 2020. Scholarships reflect our ethos of making our education as 
accessible as possible.

Scholarships are open to Australian citizens and permanent residents and are for the 
following academic year, providing student attitudes, behaviour and progress are all 
considered to be satisfactory. 

Apply online HERE.

https://mansfieldsteiner.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Scholarship-Application-Form-2021.pdf


 YEAR 7
Year 7 has moved on from the theoretical world of algebra and into chemistry! This week and 
last week, we conducted a number of experiments involving the chemistry of fire and the 
students have been getting into the scientific process of observation and explanation. 
Students observed the transformation of substances in a bonfire, the power of acids in 
combustion, and conducted experiments to extinguish a flame with carbon dioxide harvested 
from a chemical reaction.

- Josh Byrne (Year 7 Teacher)

CLASS 6
Last Thursday Class 6 were fortunate to take a virtual excursion to the National Gallery of 
Victoria to see the ‘Marking Time’ exhibition about Indigenous art changing over time.

Our guide Lily, took us around Australia showing us different methods and mediums used by 
Aboriginal artists to express their stories.

The tour finished with Reno Rekkie’s neon symbols that he developed through years of 
expressing himself as a young Aboriginal man on the streets in Melbourne’s west, where 
street landscapes were his most accessible medium. The students then took a minute or two 
to express themselves in an identity piece.  A sense of place, belonging and personal 
interests were strong themes in all of the students’ work. 

- Lou Pullar (Class 6 Teacher)

CLASS 1 & 2
Class 1 and 2 are adventuring out on a number of walks this term, exploring our beautiful 
local area to observe the changes that occur during spring.

Last week both classes walked together along the Delatite River from Carter’s Rd to 
Mirrimbah and beyond.

Class 1 then went for a walk down to the Wetlands and the Botanical Gardens on Friday. The 
class split into two groups identifying different plant species.

- Clare Bennetts (Class 1 Teacher)

WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH
Last Friday we celebrated Walk to School Month with a fun dress up day.

There were some generous prizes from VicHealth for the most outrageously decorated 
helmet, most colourful walker, the most pimped out bike and some keep on walking 
encouragement vouchers. 

We were also excited to announce that we will continue to encourage all students to walk, 
scoot, skate or ride to school whenever possible, and will be nominating some more 
encouragement awards - $50 All Terrain vouchers each month throughout 2021.

By encouraging children and their families to walk to and from school as often as possible, we aim to build healthy habits that will support active 
lifestyles for children embedded into everyday routines.



FROM GARDEN TO PLATE
Japanese fusion in the kitchen this week, making vegan sushi inspired by the garden using 
veggies instead of sea creatures as the center! You wouldn’t believe it, but it’s so easy to do 
at home and super fun to create your own rolls as a family using any extra flavours you have 
in the fridge or pantry.

Visit this very simple recipe to recreate this fun at home - Easy Vegan Sushi / Food with 
Feeling.

- Kai Shearer (Cooking Coordinator)

PONDERING STEINER
Pondering Steiner will recommence meeting at Shop 5 on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm.

Enquires welcome, Janina 0421812881.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 6.30pm.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Ingrid Ueno, Rosemary Brennan.

Mandate Groups
Marketing – Sarah Lieber
Gardens & Grounds – Scott Ersvaer
Policy – John Bowen, Ingrid Ueno and Rosemary Brennan
Project Steering Team – Catherine Yencken, Sarah Lieber
Finance Committee – Tim Ross, Sarah Lieber

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to discuss 
any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Suzanne McKay  (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All staff have a school email address 
as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

COMMUNITY NOTICES





LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is excited to launch our new Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local 
businesses, promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when considering the purchase of goods or services.

As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business community through the submission of business information. Please 
complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be returned to emmaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au  or dropped in to the 
school office.

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

TRADE
BUSINESS 

NAME

CONTACT 

NAME

PHONE 

NUMBER
EMAIL DETAILS

Registered 

Osteopath

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford
5775 2166 bn.osteo@hotmail.com Osteopath

Barber Shop
The Shearing 

Shed Mansfield
Jodie Morris 5775 2300 morrisjodie1973@gmail.com

Men’s Hairdressing, Proraso 

Grooming products & Wahl 

Grooming products

Agriculture HCH Genetics

Jacqui Aylan-

Parker or Dale 

Edwards

0429795468 

or 

0427806672

jacquiaylanp@gmail.com

Cattle AI, semen sales, 

ultrasound pregnancy 

testing, embryo flush and 

transfer.

Retail
Mansfield Sweets 

Shoppe

Natasha 

Kavanagh
5775 3221 info@mansfieldsweets@gmail.com Lollies & treats

Registered 

Commercial & 

Domestic Builder

Full Scale 

Constructions

Matt Anderson 0405 441 473 matt@fullscaleconstructons.com.auGreen living Accredited.

Master Builder Member

New homes, extension & 



renovations, shop fits & 

commercial projects.

Retail
Maison 

Fireplaces
Ivan Pacak 0409 353 331 ivan@maisonfireplaces.com.au

5% Discount for Steiner 

Families.

Inbuilt & free standing 

European fireplaces.

Mechanic
High Country 

Mechanical
Scott Ersvaer 0409 700 978 hcm20B@gmail.com

10% Discount for Steiner 

Families. 

All mechanical work, cars & 

farm machinery.

Electrician Daniel Friday Dan Friday 0448 533 510 d.a.friday@hotmail.com

All types of electrical, 

installation & repairs. Split 

system air conditioning 

supply & installation. TV 

Antenna & Satellite Dish 

installation & repairs. 

Fully Licensed & insured.

Retail
Mansfield Noodle 

House

Jamie & 

Michelle
5779 1880 jamiepon@hotmail.com

Chinese Cuisine & noodles.

Student and teacher lunches 

by special order.

Retail Shopping World
Michelle & 

Maggie
5775 2838 N/A

Variety Shop. Party needs, 

craft, kitchen needs, picture 

frames and storage etc.

Counselling and 

Therapy

The Wellbeing 

Paddock
Jane Hall 0417 765 366 jhall@ggs.vic.edu.au

thewellbeingpaddock.com.au

Individual counselling, 

Equine Assisted Therapy. 

Social/emotional skills 

programs, support and staff 

workshops available. 

Graphic Designer Baker Design Co. Adam Baker 0407 007 245 info@adambaker.com.au

Graphic Design, Sign 

Writing,

Murals.

Life Coaching / 

Business 

Consultancy

Briana Seaton 

Coaching
Briana Seaton 0427 878 071 hello@brianaseaton.com

www.brianaseaton.com

Life & Business Coaching.

Published co-author 

‘Empowered Woman 

Empowering the World’.

Retail Snowfox
Kym 

Henderson
0419 526 344 kym@snowfox.com.au

Snowfox.com.au

Skiwear, Ski Accessories, 

Winter boots, Designer 

casuals, Alpine jewellery, 

homewares, snow-themed 

toys, Mt Buller clothing & 

souvenirs.

Artist, Qualified 

Dressmaker, 

Interior Decorator 

and Designer

Agnes Robinson
Agnes 

Robinson
0413 564 228 agirobinson@gmail.com

Natural toys, alterations, 

sustainable products, craft 

workshops & 

Covid-19 Masks.

Builder

Bramic 

Constructions Brad Brkljacic
0412 049 244 Brad@bramic.com.au

New homes, extensions, 

renovations.

Painter Mansfield Painter Dane Nye 0439 326 300 dane@555garage.com

Master painter – Domestic or 

Commercial Painting. Interior 

& Exterior.
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