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Wisdom in the Spirit

Love in the Soul

Strength in the Will

These shall guide me,

These shall hold me.

In them I trust.

To them I give my life.

- Rudolf Steiner

To friends and families,

We are all breathing a collective sigh of relief as the very bizarre and troublesome 2020 school year draws to a close. We look with optimism to 2021, hoping it will be a year filled 
with good health and an uninterrupted rhythm.

Sadly, we will be farewelling some staff members who are leaving us to pursue other directions in their lives. Every person who has been involved in the school leaves a legacy 
which contributes to the richness and vision of the school. Thank you to all for their many contributions to the life of Mansfield Steiner School. Recognition and official farewell in 
the last special edition of the Messenger.

Jen O’Donnell will be leaving the school after 14 years of dedication to her many roles. Jen began at the school as a classroom singing teacher with Orvokki as a baby on her 
back. Jen’s many talents allowed her position to morph into many roles including violin and piano, choir, orchestra, drumming and French. Peter Berenyi will be retiring after 21 
years of literacy/numeracy support at MRSSK. Suz McKay has resigned from her position of Secondary Coordinator and teacher after leading the secondary school through its 
pioneering stage and first senior secondary years. Paul Britton will be leaving his roles as Prep assistant and bus monitor. Paul also has had a variety of roles over the past 5 
years from classroom assistant to kindergarten leader. Emma D’Arcy has resigned from her role as Marketing and Community Relations Officer at the school. On behalf of the 
school heartfelt thanks, gratitude and best wishes for their years of hard work and dedication. 

Mansfield Steiner School welcomes Amy Burns as Graduate Teacher in Prep to support Ariel, Anthony Jensen, parent of Noah in Class 2 as Secondary Art Teacher (part time), 
Ness Hinneberg as French Teacher in upper primary and secondary and Bronwen Whyatt as cello teacher. We will be advertising the Secondary Coordinator position. 

Classroom teachers for 2021.
Prep: Ariel Stava and welcome to Amy Burns as Prep Assistant
Class 1: Lou Pullar
Class 2: Clare Bennetts
Class 3: Jacinta Walker 
Class 4: Michael Brittain
Class 5: Linda Sampson
Class 6: Glenn Hood
Specialists- Primary
Literacy Support: Kaz Wilson and Jane Nealon
Numeracy Support: Amy Jewson
French Teacher Prep to Class 4: Jo Bell
French Teacher Classes 5 to Year 12: Ness Hinneberg
Librarian: Bec McMillan
Craft/ Bothmer Gym/ Secondary PE/Sport Co-ordinator: Lou Jenkins



Music faculty: Geoff Wright, Lucy Cleeland, Claire Little and Bronwen Whyatt- new Cello Teacher
Secondary
Secondary Coordinator (acting)- Kate Hood and Amy Jensen
Year 7 Guardian: Seamus Kavanagh
Year 8 Guardian: Josh Byrne
Lower Secondary Art: Anthony Jensen
Year 9 Guardian: Brooke Varacalli
Year 10 Guardians: Amy Jewson and Kate Hood
I.B Coordinator/ Year 12 Guardian: Sue Plumb
I.B Teachers: Sue Plumb
Jenny Taylor, Sally Batten, Amy Jewson, Kate Hood, Ness Hinneberg

Early Childhood:
Kindergarten Teacher: Sandi Valerio
Assistants: Taryn Baker, Maaike Steiner

Due to the delayed lifting of the COVID-19 restrictions for gatherings in schools, we will not  be finishing this year with a Christmas festival. May Advent be a time for reflection on 
the year that was 2020, the lessons learned and the gifts we gained by leading a quieter and more simple life. 

Fran Cummins
Principal 

Term 4: Tuesday 6 October – Thursday 10 December 2020

 Kinder-Prep / Prep-Class 1 Transition Sessions  Tuesday 24 November

 Year 8 Play  Thursday 26 November

 Report Writing Day (Student Free Day)  Friday 27 November

 Class 2 Parent Information Night (Zoom)  Tuesday 1 December, 7pm

 Year 9 Play  Wednesday 2 December

 Year 8 Play  Thursday 3 December

 Year 8 & 9 Fry’s Flat Camp  Thursday 3 – Friday 4 December

 Year 5 & 7 Swimming Excursion  Friday 4 December

 End Of Year Music Concert (students only)  Monday 7 December, 9.30am-1.10pm

 Kinder-Prep / Prep-Class 1 Transition Sessions  Tuesday 8 December

 Last day of Term 4  Thursday 10 December

CLASS 6
The IB Diploma is a two-year course, this year our students have laid the foundation, knowledge and 
understandings they need for the final assessments that they will undertake in 2021. In the final weeks of this 
term they will spend time reviewing their examination performance and continue with their studies. There are 
also a few special events like the Visual Arts Pop-Up Exhibition day and a printmaking workshop. They will 
have their first career counselling session and spend time on their Extended Essay, consulting with their 
supervisors. 

A window into the year passed reveals an impressive seven texts studied in English Literature and a big 
growth in communications skills in French or Spanish. They have learnt mathematical formulas and applied 
scientific methods in Mathematics and Chemistry. Their conceptual understanding has grown exponentially in 
their exploration of Theory of Knowledge and in-depth analyses of key world events in History. In a year of 
unprecedented upheaval and extended periods of Remote Learning, they have pursued projects for 
Community Action and Service, completed a growing collection of art works and chosen an inquiry question 
for their Extended Essay. 

Throughout all this they have built on their IB Learner Profile as knowledgeable inquirers, principled thinkers 
and communicators with an open mind who are prepared to take risks in their learning. We see before us now 
young people who are developing a balanced and reflective approach to life, in which they show empathy, 

compassion and respect for their fellow human beings. This is the intention of a Steiner education, and our IB Diploma provides the final opportunities in 
their secondary journey. We aim to prepare our students to be life-long learners, helping to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect. 

- Sue Plumb (IB Coordinator)



CLASS 6
On 17 November we went to Phillip Island for our Surf Camp. When we arrived there we 
settled into cabins. The Class 6 girls were in room 13 and, little did we know, that it was a 
haunted cabin! (Turns out it was the local possums).

One night there was meant to be thousands of Shearwater birds flying into their nests. We 
walked along Woolamai beach and up a cliff. We saw nothing but the view was amazing from 
the top. You could see all the way to Smith’s Beach, the edge of the island, where we were 
staying and the wet lands we had been walking earlier in the day. It was amazing to go on 
camp in 2020 because most schools said no to camps.

- Zoe Reed (Class 6 Student)

CLASS 1 & 2
Class 1 and 2 showed great strength and stamina to walk up the southern Pap last Tuesday. 
It was a beautiful sunny day to be out in nature. From the top we had 360 degree views of the 
local area and many students could point to where their properties were down in the valley. 
Along the way we saw some native animals, which included a kookaburra, a wallaby, crimson 
rosellas and lizards. We also walked through beautiful native grasses. There was a large 
patch of Patterson’s curse weed which we all had a go at eradicating. Lunch at the top was a 
welcomed rest for us all and we returned just in time for the end of school. Thank you to Tim 
and Agnes for coming along with us and we hope to go on many more walks next year.

- Clare Bennetts (Class 1 Teacher)

ROSA MUNDI
The Rosa Mundi Class has been busy preparing for our end of year Christmas Festival. We 
have begun to learn songs and verses and will be making Christmas craft in the coming 
week. Class 1 and Prep Transition has been going well. The children have enjoyed getting to 
know their new space, meet buddies, teachers and make new friends. This term has been 
super busy with craft. We have loved using our library bags and little fingers have been 
enthusiastically working on our special chair cushions. A huge thank you to all of our parents 
for their continued support and for sharing their children's learning with Paul and I this year. 
We wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas and holiday period.

- Ariel Stava (Prep Teacher)

FROM GARDEN TO PLATE
Each week we try and eat a rainbow.

This week in the Garden To Plate Cooking Program we made a vegan and gluten free Thai 
Green Curry. You can replicate this at home too with this delicious recipe.

- Kai Shearer (Cooking Coordinator)



FROM OUR GARDEN TO YOURS

Mansfield Fresh Food Drive

The Mansfield Fresh Food Drive is an initiative of the Mansfield Respond Project, a 
partnership between Deakin University and community leaders of Mansfield.

This week, Lucy Marks from the Mansfield District Hospital dropped by the school to collect 
excess produce from our garden to share with our wider community.

- Pat Dowling (Gardening Coordinator)

PONDERING STEINER
Pondering Steiner will recommence meeting at Shop 5 on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm.

Enquires welcome, Janina 0421812881.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 6.30pm.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Catherine Yencken, Ingrid Ueno, Rosemary Brennan.

Mandate Groups
Marketing – Sarah Lieber
Gardens & Grounds – Scott Ersvaer
Policy – John Bowen, Ingrid Ueno and Rosemary Brennan
Project Steering Team – Catherine Yencken, Sarah Lieber
Finance Committee – Tim Ross, Sarah Lieber

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to discuss 
any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Suzanne McKay  (Secondary Coordinator) suzannem@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au 
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All staff have a school email address 
as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

LOOKING FOR ACCOMODATION

Two new teachers are moving to Mansfield (one has an old kelpie dog) and would like to rent some accommodation.



If the school community know of any places that are available, please let the office know.

- Thank you 









LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is excited to launch our new Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local 
businesses, promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when considering the purchase of goods or services.

As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business community through the submission of business information. Please 
complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be returned to emmaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au  or dropped in to the 
school office.

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

TRADE
BUSINESS 

NAME

CONTACT 

NAME

PHONE 

NUMBER
EMAIL DETAILS

Registered 

Osteopath

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford

Dr Bernadette 

Gifford
5775 2166 bn.osteo@hotmail.com Osteopath

Barber Shop
The Shearing 

Shed Mansfield
Jodie Morris 5775 2300 morrisjodie1973@gmail.com

Men’s Hairdressing, Proraso 

Grooming products & Wahl 

Grooming products

Agriculture HCH Genetics

Jacqui Aylan-

Parker or Dale 

Edwards

0429795468 

or 

0427806672

jacquiaylanp@gmail.com

Cattle AI, semen sales, 

ultrasound pregnancy 

testing, embryo flush and 

transfer.

Retail
Mansfield Sweets 

Shoppe

Natasha 

Kavanagh
5775 3221 info@mansfieldsweets@gmail.com Lollies & treats

Registered 

Commercial & 

Domestic Builder

Full Scale 

Constructions
Matt Anderson 0405 441 473 matt@fullscaleconstructons.com.au

Green living Accredited.

Master Builder Member

New homes, extension & 

renovations, shop fits & 

commercial projects.

Retail
Maison 

Fireplaces
Ivan Pacak 0409 353 331 ivan@maisonfireplaces.com.au

5% Discount for Steiner 

Families.

Inbuilt & free standing 

European fireplaces.

Mechanic
High Country 

Mechanical
Scott Ersvaer 0409 700 978 hcm20B@gmail.com

10% Discount for Steiner 

Families. 

All mechanical work, cars & 

farm machinery.

Electrician Daniel Friday Dan Friday 0448 533 510 d.a.friday@hotmail.com All types of electrical, 

installation & repairs. Split 

system air conditioning 

supply & installation. TV 



Antenna & Satellite Dish 

installation & repairs. 

Fully Licensed & insured.

Retail
Mansfield Noodle 

House

Jamie & 

Michelle
5779 1880 jamiepon@hotmail.com

Chinese Cuisine & noodles.

Student and teacher lunches 

by special order.

Retail Shopping World
Michelle & 

Maggie
5775 2838 N/A

Variety Shop. Party needs, 

craft, kitchen needs, picture 

frames and storage etc.

Counselling and 

Therapy

The Wellbeing 

Paddock
Jane Hall 0417 765 366 jhall@ggs.vic.edu.au

thewellbeingpaddock.com.au

Individual counselling, 

Equine Assisted Therapy. 

Social/emotional skills 

programs, support and staff 

workshops available. 

Graphic Designer Baker Design Co. Adam Baker 0407 007 245 info@adambaker.com.au

Graphic Design, Sign 

Writing,

Murals.

Life Coaching / 

Business 

Consultancy

Briana Seaton 

Coaching
Briana Seaton 0427 878 071 hello@brianaseaton.com

www.brianaseaton.com

Life & Business Coaching.

Published co-author 

‘Empowered Woman 

Empowering the World’.

Retail Snowfox
Kym 

Henderson
0419 526 344 kym@snowfox.com.au

Snowfox.com.au

Skiwear, Ski Accessories, 

Winter boots, Designer 

casuals, Alpine jewellery, 

homewares, snow-themed 

toys, Mt Buller clothing & 

souvenirs.

Artist, Qualified 

Dressmaker, 

Interior Decorator 

and Designer

Agnes Robinson
Agnes 

Robinson
0413 564 228 agirobinson@gmail.com

Natural toys, alterations, 

sustainable products, craft 

workshops & 

Covid-19 Masks.

Builder

Bramic 

Constructions Brad Brkljacic
0412 049 244 Brad@bramic.com.au

New homes, extensions, 

renovations.

Painter Mansfield Painter Dane Nye 0439 326 300 dane@555garage.com

Master painter – Domestic or 

Commercial Painting. Interior 

& Exterior.
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