
PROSPECTUS



Located in the foothills of the Victorian High Country, 
Mansfield Steiner School offers an enlivened form 
of education. Our rich aesthetic curriculum fosters a 
love of learning and produces strong, articulate, and 
empathetic individuals who are capable of making the 
world a better place.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

OF COUNTRY

Mansfield Steiner School 
acknowledges the Taungurung people, 
who are the traditional owners of the 
land on which the school stands.  
 
We would like to pay our respects to 
their elders - past and present.  
 
We acknowledge and respect their 
continuing culture and the  
contribution that they make to the life 
of our school. 

MISSION  
STATEMENT
Mansfield Steiner School inspires students’ critical 

thinking, emotional intelligence and creativity, 

supporting their development to become free-thinking, 

globally minded individuals who can design their own 

lives with initiative and purpose.
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BEAUTY,
TRUTH AND  
GOODNESS  
 
There are many differences between Steiner education and traditional Australian education, 
the main difference being the emphasis on beauty, truth and goodness. Over the years I have 
realised that everything in Steiner education is carefully considered; the subjects taught,  
the handshake at the door, the verse from the Light of the Child, the reverence accompanying 
the verse and teaching from the whole to the parts all add richness and reverence to the life of 
the student. 
 
Fran Cummins  
PRINCIPAL
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“

HISTORY  
“Our highest endeavour is to 
develop free human beings who 
are able of themselves to impart 
purpose and direction in their 
lives.”  
RUDOLF STEINER

Mansfield Steiner School was 
established in Maindample. It 
was the initiative of two local 
secondary teachers who wanted a 
different education for their own 
children. The land was purchased 
in Maindample as it was equal 
distance between their homes. 
Parents and teachers lovingly 
built the mudbrick building in any 
available free time. The school 
opened its doors in February 1986 
and grew steadily over the next 
ten years. It was then decided that 
the moving of the school into the 
bigger town of Mansfield would 
allow better access for more 
students. The school was moved to 
its present site in May 1996. 

Since its founding in 1986 Mansfield Steiner 
School has been an integral part of the 
educational landscape of Mansfield 

and District. The school now offers a rich, 
developmentally appropriate and ACARA 
approved curriculum from preschool through to 
Year 12 and is one of only two Steiner schools in 
Australia to offer the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma.

Steiner/Waldorf schools have been educating 
students worldwide for over 100 years, and the 
Steiner method of education provides a complete 
program of academic and artistic courses which 
develop creative and critical thinking abilities 
within each student. In addition to academics, 
Steiner students are taught to have reverence for 
the world and a respect for life.

Mansfield Steiner School is situated in a beautiful 
part of Victoria with a backdrop of great beauty 
which we can easily take for granted. Through 
our extensive camps, excursions and Outdoor 
Education program, the students are taught to 
develop a great appreciation and knowledge of 
their own backyard, while developing resilience, 
self-knowledge and empathy. Music is an integral 
part of the curriculum; it permeates every subject 
and all students learn an instrument.

Mansfield Steiner School is a small, rural, unique, 
independent, non-denominational school with 
a strong reputation and an exciting future. The 
teachers have a passion for education and share 
common values and goals. 

Our task as a school is to provide our students 
with a rich and nourishing environment that will 
prepare them for a challenging and unknown 
future, and inspire them to achieve their full 
potential.
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OUR VALUES
 » Upholding the rich educational and spiritual philosophy 

that underpins Steiner Education.

 » Cultivating a deep understanding of child development 
in order to nurture the full measure of a human being - 
body, soul and spirit.

 » Honouring the need for a healthy childhood: to 
play, to feel part of the natural world and to be free 
thinking individuals separate from the influence of 
commercialisation.

 » Creating a learning environment that balances creative 
expression, critical thinking, empathy, global awareness 
and ethical action.

 » Striving towards a professional culture that is 
committed to quality, transparency, innovation, and 
principled leadership.

 » Developing organisational structures that foster 
respect, collaboration and open communication 
between people.

 » Appreciating beauty and working out of reverence for 
the natural world with a custodial ethos to our use of 
resources.

 » Building sustainable and welcoming physical structures 
that facilitate healthy learning, working and playing.
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EDUCATION:  
THE STEINER 
APPROACH 
Rudolf Steiner was an Austrian 
philosopher and social reformer who 
recognised the need for a holistic 
education system which would enable 
students to impart purpose and 
direction to their lives. The first school-
based on Steiner’s philosophy was 
opened in 1919 in Stuttgart Germany for 
the children of workers of the Waldorf 
Astoria company – which is why Steiner 
schools are often referred to as Waldorf 
Education. 

The global spread of Steiner/Waldorf education has 
continued until today. Interest in Steiner teaching 
approaches is evident in about half of all the world’s 

nations (about 100 countries), independent of language, 
religious affiliation, or political situation.

There are parents across the globe who are making an 
extraordinary commitment to strive towards a future in 
which humanity is embraced and healthy development 
and social participation are truly possible. 

Steiner education aims to develop a lifelong love of 
learning and strong moral and ethical capacities; to build 
resilience, which Steiner educators believe is connected 
with early-childhood experiences and requires reliable, 
loving, stable relationships, learning through example 
and positive school experiences. The Steiner Curriculum 
focuses on experiential learning; making, doing, 
creating and producing, with the curriculum designed 
to be responsive to the various phases of a child’s 
development.

The era of human history being studied corresponds to 
the stage of development of the child. 

Prep and Class 1 children are presented with fairy tales 
matching their dreamy state of consciousness.

Class 2  are introduced to Celtic mythology which 
balances the magic of the gods with human elements as 
they expand their awareness of the world around them.

Class 3 students listen to Old Testament and Hebrew 
stories, providing a solid foundation at a time where they 
may be uncertain and questioning.

Class 4 study the Vikings and Norse mythology which 
suits their war-like feelings at this age.

Class 5 learn of ancient cultures, meeting their ability to 
place events in time and history. 

Class 6 students are able to grasp cause and effect, ready 
for the wonderful discoveries of scientific exploration of 
Ancient Greek thinkers like Pythagoras and Aristotle and 
the achievements of the ancient Romans.

Year 7 students are adventuring across a threshold on 
their way to selfhood. They enter a year of great spirit 
and enquiry, studying the themes of the Middle Ages, the 
Age of Discovery and the beginning of the Renaissance. 

Year 8  students extend their study of the Renaissance 
and the plays and sonnets of Shakespeare which 
resonate with the physical and psychological changes of 
the adolescent.

Year 9 students find themselves at the height of 
adolescence as they begin a sequenced outdoor
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education learning journey. Providing opportunities to 
gain perspective of themselves and their place in the 
world, this yearlong program rounds out their skills 
for independent travel in preparing for their Year 10 
Cultural Exchange.

The Year 10 student focus is the development of self. 
As students come to know the world, they come to 
know themselves. The Cultural Exchange program 
supports the students both academically and socially 
as they approach adulthood. 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma promotes 
inter-cultural understanding and respect, not as an
alternative to a sense of cultural and national identity, 
but as an essential part of life in the 21st century. It 
provides a balanced education for the ‘whole’ student 
and provides excellent preparation for both university 
and adult life.

By the end of Secondary School, Steiner students will 
have experienced a broad curriculum and be prepared 
for their next steps into the wider world.
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EARLY  
CHILDHOOD  
--------------------- 
ENJOYING AN UNHURRIED 
CHILDHOOD

 
In Early Childhood, education is 
centred upon meeting the needs of 
the child’s developing motivation or 
will. A young child’s work is play.
The Early Childhood program is 
focused around activity and play in 
a colourful environment equipped
with natural, basic materials.

 

Steiner describes the child’s life forces, 
particularly in the first seven years, as being 
primarily engaged in the development of the 

physical body. Play is essential for children to grow 
physically healthy. Through play, they develop fine 
and gross motor skills and learn through sensory 
exploration. Play also develops a child’s motivation 
or will, and is the “work” of childhood, laying the 
foundation for later academic learning. 

There is so much essential foundation work to be
done in these early years, which is why Steiner
suggests we do not prematurely focus on early
intellectual activity, it may be at the expense of
healthy physical development and later academic
learning.

Early Childhood is also an optimal time to create
emotional wellbeing and learn social skills. It is
easier for children to learn when they feel safe and
secure. We aim to create a caring environment, with
predictable expectations and a strong rhythm and
routine. Our play-based program, guided by teachers, 
provides ample opportunity to learn life-long social 
skills. 

IMAGINATION
The children’s faculty for imagination also develops 
in early Childhood as they call up from within 
themselves the pictures and experiences they are 
absorbing from life. They express themselves and 
make sense of their world through activity and play. 
Imagination is important for later creative thinking 
and innovation. 

Plenty of time is allowed for imaginative free play,
both inside and out. Children are encouraged to
create their own play scenarios independently of
adult intervention. We provide a variety of relatively
unformed playthings of natural materials such as
shells and pebbles, logs and blocks, cloths, handmade 
dolls, wooden animals etc. allowing for an open-
ended transformation into imaginative play. Teachers 
choose to tell, rather than read, traditional fairy tales 
or nature stories, thus calling on the child to create 
their own imaginative pictures internally.

IMITATION 
The young child learns primarily by watching,
listening and endeavouring to copy those around 
them. To ‘teach’ a small child the most appropriate 
way is to ‘do’ what you would like the child to do, 
whether it is walking and talking, or tying shoes 
and tidying away the toys. We try to be worthy role 
models for the children, to ‘be’ what we want the child 
to be e.g.caring, polite and helpful.

Rather than intellectual explanations or detailed
requests, in Early Childhood the teacher will ‘do’, with
gentle prompts, allowing the child’s natural tendency
to join in and copy to achieve the aim.
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RHYTHM AND ROUTINE
Steiner viewed rhythm, routine, and repetition as
key factors in supporting the development of the
will or motivation. Children are carried along by the
rhythms of the world in which they live–breathing
in and out; sleeping and waking; the seasons; they
flourish when their daily activities are arranged 
rythmically to reflect the natural order of life.
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MORNING 
STAR  
(3 AND 4-YEAR-OLD 
KINDERGARTEN)

 
Morning Star Kindergarten 
offers a home-away-from-home 
for children aged three to five. 

Our play-based program values the 
importance of self-initiated play, 
artistic work and household activities 

to meet the needs of what is an active and 
imitative stage of childhood. The young 
child, as an implicit learner, is nourished and 
guided through their day in a warm and loving 
environment, to bridge the gap between home 
and their first school experience.

We provide ample time for free creative play, 
inside and outside. In this, children strengthen 
their bodies, forge healthy, long-lasting social 
relationships and take an interest in the world 
around them. 

Our dedicated staff are one of our most 
valuable resources, they strive to meet 
 the needs of children and families, 
 providing a strong Steiner-based  
curriculum whilst remaining open  
to new learning and responsive 
 to individual, family and  
community needs.
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Rhythm, routine and repetition 
develop will-power, the capacity to 
complete tasks and the inner strength 
and confidence to undertake initiative 
based on thoughts and feelings, 
by providing the child with regular 
opportunities to do things in a familiar 
way again and again. The child begins 
to develop habits that can be of 
lifelong value.

RUDOLF STEINER
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ROSA MUNDI 
(PREP) 

Children need to be turning five 
years of age by January 1st in the 
year they are enrolled in Prep. 

The focus of the Rosa Mundi year is one of 
“preparation”. The program endeavours to lay 
the foundation for physical health and vitality. 

It fosters a sense of wonder and an interest in the 
world.

Rosa Mundi children follow a structured program 
with a balance of experiential learning and creative 
play. The focus of the program is to encourage 
children through experiences. Cognitive, social, 
emotional, and physical skills are afforded equal 
value, and many different competencies are 
developed. 

Children need time and opportunity to practice 
practical and useful skills. They engage in domestic 
activities where they feel a sense of achievement 
and challenge through contributing to, caring for 
and creating something beautiful. The simple acts 
of cleaning, sweeping, digging, weeding, building, 
kneading, sewing, and preparing a meal, support the 
healthy development of well-rounded, confident and 
capable learners ready to meet the challenges of the 
next stage of development.

We value songs and nursery rhymes because 
they cultivate a love of language and the world 
of words. We listen to oral stories to strengthen 
the power of memory and imagination. Counting 
games and rhythmic activities build a solid 
foundation for arithmetic and numeracy skills 
as they stack, measure, sort, collect, gather, 
count, and sing number rhymes. Problem-solving 
and communication skills are fostered through 
interactions with the teacher and peers, while crafts 
develop fine motor skills, coordination, and the ability 
to concentrate.

Emphasis is given to creating a balance in challenging 
and restful activities, both within the day and over 
each week. The children’s work reflects the seasons 
of the year and is celebrated with social festivals.

SCHOOL READINESS
Children in the Rosa Mundi class will ideally turn 
six and demonstrate Class 1 readiness before 
they embark on their “Big School” journey. 

Children will be individually assessed, and 
discussions held with parents, as to their 
readiness for the following year.

Some children may need an extra year in 
Kindergarten or Prep. This additional year can 
be of great benefit to subsequent learning, 
self-esteem, and social development. Often 
Rudolf Steiner’s advice that children need to 
have experienced “seven springtime’s” before 
commencing Class 1 holds true.

Now is not yet time for the 
harvest. Now is the time to 
plant seeds that will bear fruit 
at a later stage … here we 
have time.
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PRIMARY
SCHOOL
At Mansfield Steiner School, 
we value the traditional 
Steiner School practice 
of having one teacher 
accompany the children 
through their Primary years. 
Over this extended period, 
the teacher and students 
develop a meaningful 
relationship that fosters an 
environment of trust and 
security within which the 
child can relax into their 
learning. Teachers really 
come to know each child and 
as such are better able to 
meet their individual needs 
and honour and support 
their unique learning and 
developmental journey. Over 
the years, a true partnership 
based on trust and mutual 
respect is forged between 
parent and teacher so that 
the needs of the child are 
collectively served.  

Every class has a matching stage in the 
story of humanity, and this becomes the 
overarching theme or epoch for that year 

level. The students listen to stories from that era 
which resonate with the particular challenges of 
the age group.

MAIN LESSON 
The Main Lesson is a key point of difference 
in Steiner schools. The first two hours of 
every morning are dedicated to study of the 
same topic or theme for a period of three 
weeks. The central theme of the Main Lesson 
is progressively explored through a broad 
spectrum of integrated activity; each day 
building on the previous.

Main Lesson blocks may be focused on 
mathematics, language, humanities and 
science. However, each will encompass a 
variety of experiences including movement, 
singing, painting, drawing, modelling, drama, 
narrative, practical activity and formal academic 
work. The students create their own Main 
Lesson books which serve as a personal record 
and recount of their learning through drawings, 
words and other visual representations.
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CLASS 1
During the Class 1 year, the 
students are immersed in a 
rhythmic, engaging and deeply 
nourishing time from the moment 
they enter the room until the 
time they leave.

They are individually greeted each morning 
and bade farewell in the afternoon, often 
with a riddle or question to contemplate 

until their return the next day. Routines are 
established, games are played, shapes are 
physically explored, numbers are sung, and 
drawings are made. 

Through the telling of folk and fairy tales the Class 
1 teacher conveys messages of beauty, goodness 
and truth to the students, enriching the child’s 
inner life.

 
Curriculum

 » Art: wet-on-wet watercolour painting. 
beeswax modelling

 » Craft: knitting, sewing

 » English/History: writing and word families, 
making their first reader, Indigenous 
studies, library

 » Science/Geography: nature studies

 » Maths/Geometry: form drawing, 
introduction to the four maths processes

 » Physical Education/Sport: swimming, 
Eurythmy, cross-country skiing,  group 
games

 » Music: singing, recorder 

 » Drama: seasonal class play 

 » French 

 » Gardening

 » Cooking 
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In the first year of primary school, the students are laying 
the foundation for the rest of their schooling and for 
their lives, and it all starts with a desk. 
 
Students are allocated  a desk on Desk Day that will follow them on 
their school journey to Class 6. Their desk is their property, their 
workstation and their place of comfort and safety. It is their first sense 
of responsibility in primary school. They learn to take care of their desk 
– any damage on it is fixed by them. They learn the value in caring and 
taking responsibility for things that they will ultimately pass on to the 
next generation. Once they finish primary school, they give their desk 
to the new Class 1s and the cycle continues.

In today’s world of instant gratification and planned obsolescence, 
it is more important than ever that students not only learn about 
sustainability but are shown how to live it; their desk is the first step in 
this journey.
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CLASS 2 
Class 2 students begin to show 
an awareness of the world 
around them. 

World legends and fables resonate 
deeply with students of this age as 
they recognise the everyday attributes 

of humans which are shown through animals, 
and stories of the Saints. The Celtic myths such 
as the Celtic Dragon and The King of Ireland’s 
Son strongly appeal to the feeling qualities of 
the Class 2 student, where the magic is there 
sometimes and then disappears. 

A focus on writing and reading continues to 
build on the foundations laid in the previous 
year. Students also embark on their journey 
of the timetables as they begin to live into 
the world of mathematics with patterns and 
numbers.

Main Lesson themes covered include legends 
and myths, Indigenous stories, Aesop’s fables, 
Russian fables, Celtic wonder tales and the local 
surroundings.

 
Excursions

Class 2 students adventure out on many 
excursions and bushwalks in the Mansfield 
district during their Local Surroundings Main 
Lesson.

 
Curriculum

 » Art: beeswax modelling, wet-on-wet 
water colour painting

 » Craft: Embroidery,  clay modelling, 
knitting

 » English/History: writing, reading, 
Indigenous studies, library

 » Science/Geography: Local surroundings

 » Maths/Geometry:  form drawing, 
practical maths, number patterns

 » Physical Education/Sport: swimming, 
Eurythmy, cross-country skiing, group 
games

 » Music: singing, recorder 

 » Drama: annual class play

 » French 

 » Gardening

 » Cooking 
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CLASS 3
The age of nine often brings 
significant developmental change. 

The students are becoming aware of themselves 
as individuals, it is a transitional time where 
they may be uncertain and questioning. The 

curriculum has a strong focus on practical subjects 
such as farming, gardening and building. 

The class undertake a building project in the 
playground. The exploration of the Old Testament 
and Hebrew stories provide a solid foundation from 
which to serve this important stage of personal 
development. 

By Class 3 students bring greater confidence and 
fluency to their reading and writing. Their work with 
mathematics focuses on measurement and time, 
developing skills using the four processes of adding, 
subtracting, multiplying and dividing.

 
Camps

A two-night farming camp allows them to develop 
awareness of food production. 

 
Curriculum

 » Art: drawing, wet-on-wet watercolour 
painting, beeswax, clay modelling

 » Craft: crochet, sewing, cross-stitch, basic 
weaving, woodwork 

 » English/History: grammar, literature, reading 
and writing, Indigenous studies, library

 » Science/Geography: farming, building

 » Maths/Geometry: form drawing, 
measurement

 » Physical Education/Sport: swimming, 
Eurythmy, cross-country skiing, group 
games, Bothmer Gym is introduced

 » Music: singing and recorder, writing and 
reading of music, individual music lessons on a 
stringed instrument – violin or cello  

 » Drama: annual class play

 » French 

 » Gardening

 » Cooking
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CLASS 4 

Around the age of ten a confidence 
can be observed in the child’s 
relationship with the world. 

Physical development brings a new strength 
and agility. The Norse myths and legends 
are explored indepth because they are full 

of courage and valour. The student’s expanding 
consciousness is supported through subjects such 
as Geography and the topic of ‘Human and Animal’. 

In English the students study grammar and further 
develop their listening skills. 

Mathematics sees an emphasis on fractions 
and number processes: factors, multiples, long 
multiplication and division.

 
Camps 

A three-night camp is held in Class 4 including a 
sleep over at the Zoo. They also experience a two-
night local camp focussing on Indigenous studies.

 
Curriculum

 » Art: drawing, wet-on-wet water-colour 
painting, beeswax and clay modelling

 » Craft: kintting, cross-stitch, felting, wood work

 » English/History: myths, history of writing, 
pen and Ink, the arts of language and 
literature, poetry, Indigenous studies, library

 » Science/Geography: local region geography, 
local area mapping 

 » Maths/Geometry: form drawing, number 
processes, fractions, freehand geometry

 » Physical Education/Sport: swimming, 
Eurythmy, cross-country skiing, group  
games, Bothmer Gym

 » Music: singing, recorder, writing and reading 
of music, individual music lessons  
on a stringed instrument – violin or cello  

 » Drama: annual class play

 » French 

 » Gardening

 » Cooking
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CLASS 5
Class 5 students have an 
understanding of placing events in 
time and history. 

They learn about ancient peoples – in particular 
the myths and legends of Ancient India, 
Babylonia, Sumeria, Persia, Egypt and Greece. 

Studying the development of these civilisations 
they gain a sense of where our history begins. The 
students observe the natural world, experiencing 
its beauty and form, patterns and numbers. They 
gain grace of movement, harmony and balance 
in themselves, which mirrors their deepening 
relationship with the world around them. 

Mathematic subjects link in with the exploration of 
ancient buildings, the calculations performed in their 
constructions, work with decimals and the governing 
laws of geometry and the beauty of its forms. 

English continues with study of grammar, poetry, 
reading and creative writing. 

The study of Botany introduces the relationship of 
plants to human beings and the earth, alongside land 
formation and the elements of local geography and 
Indigenous stories.

Camps

Campssee the class journey to Sovereign Hill 
where the students attend the Ragged School and 
experience life on the goldfields of Ballarat in the 
1860s  and a Surf Camp to Phillip Island to explore a 
coastal environment.

Curriculum

 » Art: drawing, wet-on-wet water colour 
painting, beeswax and clay modelling

 » Craft: Fair Isle knitting, felt dying, sewing, 
basket weaving, leather work

 » English/History: English language and 
literacy, ancient cultures, Indigenous studies, 
library

 » Science/Geography: Indigenous life, history 
of geography of the local region and state, 
Botany, history of science, geography of India, 
Persia, Egypt and Greece

 » Maths/Geometry: form drawing, decimals, 
fractions 

 » Physical Education/Sport: swimming, 
Eurythmy, cross-country skiing,  group 
games,  Bothmer Gym

 » Music: singing and recorder, writing and 
reading of music, orchestra and individual 
music lessons on a stringed instrument – 
violin or cello

 » Drama: annual class play

 » French 

 » Gardening

 » Cooking
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CLASS 6
Class 6 students are able to grasp 
cause and effect and to see things 
from another’s point of view, 
they are able to enquire deeply 
before forming an opinion. 

They are ready to hear of the wonderful 
discoveries of scientific exploration, the 
ideas of great Ancient Greek thinkers like 

Pythagoras and Aristotle, and the achievements 
of the Ancient Romans. 

Class 6 Main Lessons include physics (of sound, 
light and heat), astronomy, geography and 
geology - building on the students’ innate sense 
of wonder and reverence, observation of natural 
phenomena and discovery of natural mysteries. 

The History Main Lesson focuses on Rome, 
its government, laws and army, and it’s many 
echoes in modern society. They construct 
Roman shields and use them in Roman 
formations and the Class play. In their 
Mathematics Main Lesson, the students 
experience applications of mathematics in the 
real world: business maths, percentages and 
interest. 

In English they study punctuation, grammar 
and style, taking an in-depth look at the wonder 
and wisdom of words.

Camps 

Class 6 embark on a three-day horse riding 
camp to Merrijig, before rounding out the year 
on a five-day exploration of Australia’s capital 
city Canberra, looking at democracy and 
Australia’s form of government.  

 
Curriculum

 » Art: perspective drawing, wet-on-wet 
water colour painting, beeswax and clay 
modelling

 » Craft: felting, long stitch, embroidery, doll 
making, sewing, knitting

 » English/History: English language and 
literacy, ancient cultures, the wonder and 
wisdom of words, Indigenous studies, 
library

 » Science/Geography: physics, acoustics, 
optics and warmth, static electricity and 
earth magnetism, geology, gardening, 
horticulture

 » Maths/Geometry: form drawing, business 
maths, percentages and interest, number 
and algebra, measurement.

 » Physical Education/Sport: swimming, 
Eurythmy, cross-country skiing, group 
games, Bothmer Gym

 » Music: singing and recorder, writing and 
reading of music, orchestra and individual 
music lessons on a stringed instrument – 
violin or cello

 » Drama: annual class play

 » French 

 » Gardening

 » Cooking
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MUSIC 
 
From the moment you arrive 
at Mansfield Steiner School, 
you will hear music ringing 
between the buildings and 
through the gardens.

This is not uncommon, perhaps, for 
other schools. What is uncommon 
about the music that rings 

through our school is that it comes 
from every classroom and involves 
every student from the day they join 
our school until the day they leave to 
join the world.

At Mansfield Steiner School, Music 
grows with the students. It progresses 
with them through their phases of 
development. As they grow and 
understand more of the world, so too 
do they expand their understanding 
of music; it’s complexities, disciplines 
and the intensity and joy of sharing 
it within their classroom and with the 
school and broader community. This is 
what marks the difference between the 
musical experience at Mansfield Steiner 
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Music is an art imbued with power to penetrate into 
the very depth of the soul, imbuing man with the love 
of virtue. RUDOLF STEINER

Students encounter music from the inside out, 
beginning with almost the reverse of Steiner’s 
observation. Rather than music penetrating the 
soul in the early years, students experience music as 
they find their voices and discover the sounds they 
can produce from within. The notes and tunes they 
sing are born of a simplicity that centres around the 
open interval of the fifth. They are not reading notes, 
nor are they intellectualising songs or music, they 
are feeling and experiencing sound and beginning to 
shape those sounds.

In moving onto recorder in Class 1, making music is 
drawn beyond the self into the outside world. Songs 
once internalised through singing are now created 
externally. Students now experience making familiar 
sounds with a new tool and new techniques. They 

also develop fine motor skills and begin to embody 
music. This development continues and is extended 
as students move onto their chosen stringed 
instrument in Class 3.

From this point the students forge a path of learning 
on these instruments all the way to Class 6 and 
beyond. They are undertaking a discipline. They will, 
alongside their classmates, wrestle with the challenge 
of nurturing a skill. It is not simply those with ‘talent’ 
who progress from here; it is each child. It is not just 
those who are ‘good’ at arts who benefit from their 
practice. Enabling every child to have the opportunity 
to develop and refine a musical skill, an art and a 
discipline, is a point of difference imbuing our students 
with persistence and confidence to meet challenges 
they will face in the world.

At the end of Class 6 the students can choose 
another instrument to extend their ability, interest 
and practice as they progress into the Secondary 
Contemporary Music Program. Even those new to 
the school and unfamiliar with music can join the 
contemporary program. It’s about trying something, 
making mistakes and experiencing joy.

The program provides multiple pathways into music 
and the opportunity for alumni students to mentor a 
new generation of contemporary music students. 

The intention of the Contemporary Music Program 
is that students leave Mansfield Steiner School with 
a love and basic understanding of music, and the 
richness it brings to one’s life.
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SECONDARY 
SCHOOL 
Through a considered balance 
of academic, aesthetic, artisan, 
altruistic and time in the 
outdoors, we equip students 
with everything they need 
to lead a life of initiative and 
purpose. We challenge these 
emerging young adults to think 
freely and to take responsibility 
for their ideas, actions and 
role in today’s fast and ever-
changing world.

The secondary school years 
of Year 7 - 10 are important 
developmental years for the 
teenager and form a series of 
transition points in the progress 
of students as they prepare for 
their final senior years.

Our secondary curriculum is developed from 
the Australian Steiner Curriculum Framework. 
Year by year, following the developmental 

stages of childhood, the curriculum mirrors an 
individual’s inner development allowing for the 
students’ educational experience to reach its full 
potential. In addition to providing a balanced Steiner 
education, Mansfield Steiner School complies with 
all aspects of the national curriculum and state 
government requirements.

In Years 7 and 8, the students have a class guardian 
who works closely with the students, meeting and 
greeting all individual students every morning and 
teaching several Main Lessons with the year group. 

As students mature and grow, they look to a range of 
authorities who can be specialists providing guidance 
and leadership in their subject disciplines.
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YEAR 7 
The Year 7 student is 
adventuring across a threshold 
on their way to selfhood. They 
enter a year of great spirit and 
enquiry, studying the themes 
of the Middle Ages, the Age of 
Discovery and the beginning of 
the Renaissance. 

They explore the power 
of language and writing in 
different moods; they deepen 
their skills with the craft of 
language. The Main Lesson 
Wish Wonder and Surprise 
compares to a writer’s 
workshop where the students 
hone their writing skills by 
experiencing these three 
emotions. 

In Maths, they study geometry, including triangle 
construction, angle theorems, the golden ratio 
and the Pythagoras Theorem. They advance their 

conceptual skills with an introduction to algebra.

In physics and chemistry, the students use their 
senses to make objective observations – they study 
mechanical force and simple machines. They pull 
apart bikes and use pulleys, hoists and inclined 
planes. 

The Science Main Lessons explore the lime cycle, 
salts and bases. The Human Physiology Main 
Lesson focuses on health issues that relate to the 
growing adolescent, including digestion, respiration, 
circulation and reproduction. The students gain an 
understanding of responsibilities and choices they 
will face as they mature.

Camps 
The Year 7 program encompasses two camps which 
represent such a privilege for students of this age. 
On each camp the students visit unique, contrasting 
and stunning environments from North East 
Victoria to South West Tasmania. On these trips 
the students are immersed in natural surroundings, 
participate in activities including walking, swimming 
and bike riding in remote locations, developing an 
appreciation for the beauty around them. 

ENGLISH
 » Comprehension, grammar and spelling
 » Creative writing based on wishing, wondering 

and being surprised.
 » Performance, drama
 » Novel study
 » Film study

 
MATHEMATICS

 » Mysteries of mathematics in nature 
(geometry and measurement)

 » Pythagoras 
 » Algebra
 » Integers, fractions, the number plane, 

statistics, perimeter and area, decimals and 
rates, ratios and time 
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SCIENCE
 » Mechanics and simple machines
 » Chemistry of fire
 » Acoustics and optics
 » Magnetism and electricity
 » Separating mixtures and warmth

HUMANITIES  
AND SOCIAL SCIENCE:  
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

 » Journey through the ages
 » Medieval times
 » Age of Discovery
 » Renaissance
 » Polynesian expansion
 » Indigenous Australia

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND 
WELLBEING

 » Health and nutrition
 » Wellbeing practice lessons
 » Athletics
 » Distance running
 » Gymnastics
 » Swimming
 » Skiing
 » Ball sports
 » Southern Ranges secondary round-robin  

tournaments
 » Interschool athletics and swimming carnivals

THE ARTS:  
MUSIC, DRAMA AND ART 

 » Year 7 play
 » Music
 » Music history
 » Art and artesian electives
 » Explore the world of great master artists

FRENCH 
 » Language and culture
 » Drama
 » Poetry
 » Recitation 
 » Singing

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES
 » Basic computer skills
 » Algorithms through cooking
 » Research and analysis with data
 » What makes a computer work? Computer 

Architecture
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YEAR 8
In Year 8 the students are at a 
stage of transformation. The 
Year 8 program is designed to 
meet the needs of approaching 
adolescence in a time that is itself 
challenging. When new inner 
forces are emerging in the growing 
young person, a healthy series of 
appropriate challenges provide a 
stimulus to balance development. 
In this period of change, initiation 
marks the movement from one 
stage of life to another, from one 
state of consciousness to a higher 
one.

Their extended work with the Renaissance forms the 
basis of the year and the beginnings of scientific 
thinking. 

In Literacy they write reports, accounts, stories, poetry 
and analysis. In numeracy they explore 3D geometry and 
platonic solids. All the work of the prior years comes to 
fruition. 

A major opportunity for growth comes in the form 
of the Year 8 Project. Students choose a new area of 
interest - for example, restoring a car, training a horse, 
photography, cooking, boat building etc. The student finds 
a community mentor in their chosen field, who can guide 
them to develop the scope of their project and help them 
to achieve success. 

During the course of the project, they acquire another 
level of ability, experiencing this new area of interest in a 
deep way. 

During the Year 8 Project presentations, the student 
presents their research, their findings and the trials and 
tribulations of their experience to the wider community. 
It is transformative for the students in many ways. New 
capacities are required to go out into the world without 
teachers or parents. They become knowledgeable in 
a new field and stand as a person of experience before 
adults.

The Year 8 students perform a Shakespeare Play, drawing 
on skills of self-reliance and confidence formed from years 
of working together, putting on previous class plays, to 
present a play where the acting must be convincing. 

Camps 
A camp to the Northern Territory introduces the students 
to a deep sense of country, community and the laws of 
Indigenous Australians, and the Art Camp in North East 
Victoria presents a unique opportunity to spend time 
together with other secondary students in stunning 
environment.
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ENGLISH
 » The life work and times of Shakespeare
 » The art of communications: persuasive, 

analytical and argumentative writing.
 » Grammar and spelling
 » Poetry
 » Novel study
 » Film study

MATHEMATICS
 » Rhythms and cycles of mathematics in nature
 » Platonic solids
 » Algebra, fractions, statistics, perimeter and 

area, angles, decimals and ratios

SCIENCE
 » Organs and anatomy
 » Air and water systems
 » Food chemistry
 » Sense organs
 » Our place in space
 » Living things
 » Electromagnetism

HUMANITIES  
AND SOCIAL SCIENCE:  
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

 » Exploration of the world
 » Evolution
 » Sustainability
 » The Age of Revolution
 » French and the Industrial Revolution
 » World communities, geographic regions and 

the planet

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
AND WELLBEING

 » Athletics
 » Distance running
 » Gymnastics
 » Swimming
 » Skiing
 » Ball sports
 » Southern Ranges secondary round-robin 

tournaments
 » Interschool athletic, swimming carnivals  

THE ARTS:  
MUSIC, DRAMA AND ART

 » Art and artesian electives
 » Explore the world of great master artists
 » Music
 » Drama
 » Performance art
 » Artistic presentations

FRENCH
 » Language and culture
 » Drama
 » Poetry
 » Recitation 
 » Singing

INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY
 » C ommunication through time, from 

Semaphore to texting
 » Use Interface design
 » The history of number, and the birth of Zero
 » Coding machines 
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YEAR 9
By Year 9, students are at the 
height of adolescence in all 
its polarities, the best and the 
worst. It can be a time when 
they become lost in their 
own personal inner world and 
yet they are also capable of 
compassion, endurance and 
intellectual prowess. They 
can be carried away by their 
own impulses and yet they 
have high aspirations. We 
meet the students at this 
point with a balanced program 
to both challenge students 
academically and ground 
them in practical tasks that 
build a broad base of service, 
resilience and leadership skills. 

Unique to Mansfield Steiner School, the Year 9 
Outdoor Education program is an intentional, 
sequenced outdoor education learning 

journey. Designed to give the students a yearlong 
adventure, the program works to round out their 
skills for independent travel, preparing them in turn 
for their Year 10 cultural exchange.

Built to work within the natural surroundings of 
Mansfield, the students spend 55 nights out in 
various Australian landscapes, hiking, paddling, 
riding bikes and completing Main Lessons relevant 
to the associated environments and places, whilst 
immersing their growing beings and awareness in 
the area’s unique landscapes, culture, tradition and 
history.

These outdoor experiences provide opportunities 
to gain perspective of themselves and their place in 
the world. The program is shaped to give students 
a chance to build first aid, water safety and radio 
communication skills, and participate in a volunteer 
organisation and take on real responsibilities. 

On each trip the area they visit is chosen, above 
all, for its beauty. This is part of a continuing theme 
of appreciation for and empathy with nature. 
An important part of achieving this aim is the 
intentionally uncomplicated approach to each 
journey: the less gear you carry and the less impact 
you make.

As students mature and grow, the program meets 
the students at the different transitional points of 
their development, helping to prepare them for the 
responsibilities of adulthood.

A wide variety of supplementary subjects also 
allow the students to further broaden their range of 
experiences and education. Each subject building 
on their interest in the world and questions of 
humanity and nature. 
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ENGLISH
 » Tragedies and comedies of Shakespeare
 » Australian literature
 » Essay structure
 » Language of literature
 » Poetry
 » Novel study
 » Film study
 » Biographical and autobiographical writing

MATHEMATICS
 » Trigonometry
 » Conic sections
 » Pythagorean theorem
 » Equations
 » Surface area, volume
 » Investigating data, coordinate geometry

SCIENCE
 » Geology and the make-up of the planet
 » Science of communication
 » Forces that shaped the earth
 » Endocrine and nervous systems
 » Infectious diseases
 » Ecology and combustion
 » Heat and thermodynamics

HUMANITIES  
AND SOCIAL SCIENCE:  
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

 » Modern history
 » World wars
 » Modernising Australia
 » Social, economic and political challenges and 

changes in the post-war world
 » Human and natural geography
 » Communities and ecosystems

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
AND WELLBEING

 » Athletics
 » Distance running
 » Gymnastics
 » Swimming
 » Skiing
 » Ball sports
 » Southern Ranges secondary round-robin 

tournaments
 » Interschool athletics and swimming carnivals

THE ARTS: 
MUSIC, DRAMA AND ART

 » Analysing art from Rome to the Renaissance 
periods

 » Sculpting
 » Art and artesian electives
 » Music
 » Drama
 » Performance Art
 » Artistic presentations

FRENCH
 » Language and culture
 » Drama
 » Poetry
 » Recitation
 » Singing 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
 » Let’s build a computer
 » Designing an anaogue font
 » Designing a digital font
 » Creative technologies (movie making and song 

creation) 
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SENIOR 
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL 
As students move into their 
final three years of schooling, 
searching questions, which are 
a prerequisite for philosophical 
thought, now begin to be asked. 
The students’ level of judgement 
becomes more analytical and 
a deeper level of responsibility 
can be expected. Suitable 
themes for this age are those 
that provoke thoughts that 
question the human condition. 
The imperative at this point 
is to grapple with the issues 
and questions raised with an 
inner confidence that answers 
can be found. This confidence 
comes through a synthesis of 
deepening knowledge and inner 
experience, combined with a 
sense of wonder that has been 
cultivated since Class 1. The 
students realise that issues 
and ideas need to be explored 
from many sides and from many 
levels of experience, before any 
judgements can be made.
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YEAR 10
Year 10 is the first year of 
the students’ senior school 
years and becomes a stepping 
stone into the final part of 
their Mansfield Steiner School 
education. Year 10 is an 
enriching and exciting year, 
as the students conclude 
their work with the Australian 
Steiner Curriculum, before 
embarking on their International 
Baccalaureate (IB Diploma) 
programme of learning. 

This year could be viewed not 
only from the standpoint of 
academic preparation, but also 
from its contribution to the 
student’s developing sense 
of self. As students come to 
know the world, they come to 
know themselves, providing 
the opportunity to begin their 
adult journey of self-exploration 
in search of what they find 
interesting and may pursue in 
the years to come. 

With the continuing emphasis on 
engagement with place, students are 
offered the opportunity to travel overseas 

to enjoy a cultural experience. They learn about 
diverse cultures and ways of life very different to 
those with which they are familiar. 

This experience is challenging physically, 
emotionally and spiritually and provides 
opportunities for students to engage in unique 
and rewarding activities outside school life. 

On this program, students will live with host 
families and attend school as normal and be 
involved in any cultural events of the country.

Some of the aims of this program include 
encouraging the students to develop meaningful 
and authentic links to other peoples and cultures 
of the world. The experience enables the students 
to broaden the horizons of their world view and 
to form enriching friendships with young people 
from another country.

The overall intention of the program is that 
students will return from their exchange having 
discovered inner strengths of resolve and 
purpose, ready to succeed in the challenges that 
follow in the coming years.
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ENGLISH
 » Birth of literature: 

Canterbury Tales, Greek epic poetry,  
Norse and Old English sagas

 » Art and craft of poetry
 » Drama
 » Fictional narrative
 » Language: writing workshop
 » Literacy: non-literary texts such as  

journalism, film and TV

MATHEMATICS
 » Sequences and series
 » Trigonometry and surveying
 » Number and algebra
 » Descriptive geometry pattern and proof
 » Surveying

SCIENCE
 » Force and motion
 » Chemistry of salt
 » OR Bridge building 
 » OR Sustainable energy construction. 
 » Human Biology: Circulatory system and the 

inner organs
 » The earth in movement
 » Gardening/horticulture

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE: 
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

 » Gaia Sophia
 » Early Human Societies/ancient history
 » Beyond our borders

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND 
WELLBEING

 » Athletics
 » Distance running
 » Gymnastics
 » Swimming
 » Skiing
 » Ball sports
 » Southern Ranges secondary  

round-robin tournaments
 » Inter-school athletics 
 » Swimming carnivals

THE ARTS:  
MUSIC, DRAMA AND ART

 » Rome to Renaissance
 » History of music
 » Music
 » Drama
 » Performance art
 » Artistic presentations

FRENCH
 » Language and culture
 » Drama
 » Poetry
 » Recitation 
 » Singing

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
 » Logic processing
 » Building a binary adder
 » Artificial Intelligences
 » Designing a purposeful artificial intelligence 
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THE 
INTERNATIONAL  
BACCALAUREATE 
(IB)DIPLOMA

YEAR 11 & 12

For Years 11 and 12 Mansfield 
Steiner School offers the 
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme.  
The Programme is a challenging 
two-year pre-university course, 
which leads to a qualification of 
international recognition. The IB 
Diploma Programme is a natural 
continuation for the senior school, 
which is underpinned by the 
creative Steiner pedagogy in the 
primary and secondary years. 
At its heart the IB Diploma aims 
to encourage students to be 
knowledgeable and inquiring, but 
also, caring and compassionate 
lifelong learners. There is a 
strong emphasis on helping 
students to develop inter-cultural 
understanding, open-mindedness 
and the attitudes necessary for 
them to respect and evaluate a 
range of points of view. 
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The IB is a celebrated curriculum recognised 
worldwide for its integrity and holistic principles 
of learning. It has become a symbol of academic 

integrity and intellectual promise throughout the 
world of international education, providing sound 
preparation for life and a ‘passport to the future’ for 
students seeking entrance to universities and colleges 
in Australia, and overseas.

The curriculum is modelled by a Diploma Curriculum 
Framework with six academic areas surrounding 
the three core requirements.  It encourages the 
concurrent study of a broad range of academic areas. 
Students study two modern languages (or a modern 
language and a classical language), a humanities 
or social science subject, an experimental science, 
mathematics and one of the creative arts. In each of 
the academic areas students have flexibility and can 
choose subjects that particularly interest them and 
that they may wish to study further at university.

Over the course of the two-year programme, 
students: 

 » Study six subjects chosen  
from the six subject groups 

 » Complete an Extended  
Essay (EE)

 » Follow a Theory of 
Knowledge course (TOK)

 » Participate in Creativity,  
Activity, Service (CAS)

Normally students’ study loads  
comprise:

 » Three of the six subjects  
are studied at Higher Level  
(courses representing a minimum 
 of 240 teaching hours over the  
two-year period) 

 » The remaining three subjects are studied 
at Standard Level (courses representing a 
minimum of 150 teaching hours over the two-
year period)

The International Baccalaureate has set very clear 
guidelines and regulations that students must achieve 
in order to receive the Diploma qualification. The 
IB Diploma Coordinator can provide an executive 
summary to inform parents and students of these 
requirements.

At Mansfield Steiner School we believe the IB Diploma 
Programme will assist students in developing the 
skills they need to live and work in an international 
context which is essential for life in the 21st Century. It 
provides a balanced education for the whole student.

IB Diploma graduates, with the range of subjects they 
have studied, have a greater choice of undergraduate 
programmes. Many colleges and universities have 
developed their own recognition policies. The 
individual policies vary greatly, but they all have 
one thing in common; through their policies, these 
institutions make it apparent that they understand 
and appreciate the Diploma Programme graduate 
and the rigour of the Diploma Programme itself. 

To find out more about the IB Diploma Programme 

at Mansfield Steiner School, please request a copy of 

the MRSSK IB Handbook.

.
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SECONDARY  
SCHOOL  
SCHOLARSHIPS
Mansfield Steiner School offers 
academic scholarships for new 
and existing secondary school 
students. Scholarships reflect our 
ethos of making our education as 
accessible as possible. Students 
will benefit from the opportunity 
to experience the unique 
qualities of a Mansfield Steiner 
School secondary education, 
and the school benefits by 
attracting students of potential 
and character to be part of our 
community and to take our school 
into the future.

CRITERIA 

The applicant will need to demonstrate strong 
academic, sporting, the arts or musical skill. In 
addition to excellent school reports, applicants will 
be assessed on references, other documentation 
provided and their interview discussion. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Eligibility: Scholarships are open to Australian citizens 
and permanent residents and are for the following 
academic year, providing student attitude, behaviour 
and progress are all considered to be satisfactory.  

Scholarships: Scholarships can provide up to a 
maximum of 75% tuition fees.

Please email info@mrssk.vic.edu.au for more 
information.

Application forms for scholarships can be found at  
www.mansfieldsteiner.vic.edu.au

arts
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ENROLMENT
We aim to give all students 
enrolling at the school a smooth 
transition that enables them to 
become part of our school with 
a minimum of disruption and 
maximum support. We welcome all 
children who are eligible to attend 
a Victorian school. 

ENROLMENT PROCEDURE

1. To enquire about enrolment at Mansfield Steiner 
School or to register your interest in enrolling, 
you can make an appointment for a school tour 
by calling 03 5779 1445 or complete the enrolment 
form on our website mansfieldsteiner.vic.edu.au. 
Upon submission of a completed enrolment form 
a non-refundable registration fee of $50 per family 
is payable.

2. The school will organise interviews upon return of 
a signed enrolment form. The Principal will ensure 
there is a clear understanding of expectations on 
both sides and an orientation day will be arranged 
with the class teacher.

3. Following orientation day, a formal offer of 
enrolment will be made in writing. Enrolment 
will only be refused in the case of unjustifiable 
hardship to the school. If the Principal considers 
the enrolment as unsuitable, he or she will explain 
the reasons for this to the parent/guardian.

4. If the offer of enrolment is accepted, this will 
then be entered into the school system and a 
refundable fee bond of $500 will be required at the 
time of enrolment for children in Prep and above. 
The fee bond is refunded on completion of the 
enrolled life of the child with the school. 
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