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(DOWNLOAD PDF VERSION BY CLICKING HERE)

See the little snowflakes 
Falling from the sky, 

On the hills and housetops, 
Soft and thick they lie. 
On the window ledges, 
On the branches bare; 

See how fast they gather, 
Filling all the air! 

Look into the garden 
Where the grass was green, 
Covered by the snowflakes, 

Not a blade is seen. 
Look outside the window, 
All looks still and white; 
Under snowy blankets, 

What a pretty sight! 
(J.D. Macey) 

 

To Nicky and family, 

‘It is what it is’, one of the most over used phrases and my least favourite at the present time. Used as a simple, terse response to situations in
interviews and informal conversations, whether referring to the state of the world, dealing with lockdown, or even describing one’s life or a natural
wonder. It implies an outlook of not caring and absolute powerlessness to change negative circumstances and if life poses a challenge, it appears as an
indication of complete acceptance of the situation. Of course, there are many circumstances that are beyond our control, and we have to deal with the
situation offered rather than wasting time wallowing in grief and bitterness or ranting and raging, but that doesn’t mean there should be no questioning,
reflection or wondering about the wherefores of why ‘it is what it is’. 

The cliched expression is a response that you rarely hear from a child and hopefully never in Steiner Education. The young child encounters the world
through a condition of dreamy but devoted exploration. Their experiences of the natural world are all engaging where insignificant objects like a stone or
stick are frequently carried home like a most valued possession. 

This inherent wonder is part of the Steiner methodology. The naive enthusiasm of the kindergarten child will eventually grow into the attitude of enquiry
upon which all scientific study is founded. All answers given in a classroom should stimulate more questions – the humble question is an indispensable
tool that helps find truth, meaning and knowledge. 

https://mailchi.mp/3598004ff79a/the-messenger-14852859?e=a3822f5714
https://mansfieldsteiner.vic.edu.au/the-messenger/


As parents and teachers, we often reward answers but don’t value questioning. In an answered based education, it is questioning from the teacher to
draw out facts and test knowledge but in Steiner Education we create conditions which are conducive to inquiry. 

‘The ability to question lies at the root of thinking. When we truly think-and don’t just mean (we) mimic what another person tells us – the activity rises
out of questions. Questions are the driving force of any thought process; they give direction, focus and energy.  If we are interested in helping students
think, then we must help them learn to question themselves.’  Holdrege (Barteges and Lyons) (Educating as an Art 2003) 

During this demanding remote learning time, never answer your child’s questions with ‘It is what it is’, but rather answer with a question which will
stimulate even more questions. 

  
Fran Cummins
Principal 

2021 TERM 3 KEY DATES TO NOTE...

Term 3: Tuesday 20 July- Friday 17 September  
Staff PD day Monday 19 July

Students commence   COVID-19 LOCKDOWN REMOTE
LEARNING until midnight Tuesday 27 July.

Tuesday 20 July

C5 – Y8 Mt Buller Departing from school   COVID-19
LOCKDOWN - Postponed

Thursday 22 July 8am – 5pm

C5 – Y8 Mt Buller Departing from school   COVID-19
LOCKDOWN - Postponed

Friday 23 July 8am – 5pm

Prep – Cl 1 Mt Stirling Departing from school   COVID-19
LOCKDOWN - Postponed

Monday 26 July 9am – 4pm

Year 9 Falls Creek Snow Camp  TBC Monday 26 – Friday 30 July
C 2, 3, 4 Mt Stirling Departing from school    COVID-19

LOCKDOWN - Postponed
Tuesday 27 July 9am – 4pm

Secondary Parent Teacher Interviews  TBC Tuesday 27 July 4pm – 8pm
C 5 – Y8  Mt Stirling Departing from school Wednesday 28 July 9am – 4pm

ALL EVENTS WILL BE UPDATED IN SENTRAL
CALENDAR FOLLOWING LOCKDOWN AND

RESCHEDULING (if possible)
 

Melbourne International Comedy Festival (at The PAC) 
 

SATURDAY 31 JULY 6.30pm 
 

MORNING STAR KINDERGARTEN
'King Winter now is in the land’. Morning Star children will keep their fingers warm as we sit by
the fire winding pom-poms, folding winter stars and modelling bees wax. We will sing songs of
winter times as we gather for morning circle and listen to stories as we snuggle at rest time
with our colourful crochet blankets. 

Soup will bubble on the stove as the children shape bread dough to be cooked in the fire,
later to be shared for morning tea as we all share tales of our Winter holidays. 

Sandi Valerio 
Morning Star Kindergarten

ROSA MUNDI 
The Rosa Mundi Prep Class will be embracing the winter whilst we begin the term with
Remote Learning. They will sing of the snow in Morning Circle, make snowflakes to decorate
their house, make warm soup and buns and hear the story of The Elves and the Shoemaker. 

Ariel is looking forward to seeing everyone at our morning check in sessions and can’t wait to
be back at school next week. 

Ariel Stava 
Rosa Mundi Prep teacher  



CLASS ONE 
Class One will begin this term exploring King Equal’s Magic Mountain with his four trusty
gnomes, Kind Red, Raggedy Blue, Quick Times and Greedy Green. These four gnomes are
quite individual and the students will learn how Kind Red likes to share fairly, Raggedy Blue
loses lots, Quick Times gathers things speedily in sets and Greedy Green, well, he just
collects as much as he can.   

We will also play our recorders and practise Fairy Fae’s songs. 

This term we welcome Mackenzie and Heidi and their families to the class. 

Lou Pullar 
Class One teacher  

CLASS TWO 
Welcome back to school and I hope you have all had a restful and fun holiday. This term
Class Two will spend the first week Form Drawing to warm up for writing and maths in the
following weeks. Initially we will be revising symmetry and patterns that link to our story for the
week, St. George and the Dragon. The following Main Lesson will see the introduction of
vertical sums which will require revising place value, addition and subtraction. We welcome
Amy Burns to our class and look forward to spending the next two weeks getting to know her
before I go on leave. 

  
Clare Bennetts 
Class Two teacher  

CLASS THREE
Class Three are starting the term with an English Main Lesson.  We are going to be reading
Charlotte’s Web together; looking at the characters, settings, problems, solutions and of
course, the sad/happy ending.  

Students will be making up some characters of their own and doing some creative writing as
well.  
We will work on our play when everyone is back at school. 
  
Jacinta Walker 
Class Three teacher  

CLASS FOUR
Class Four will start the term with our Geometry Main Lesson. The students will first explore
the characteristics of the basic shapes in geometry; the circle, ellipse, triangle and see the
beauty in their shapes. They will hear the story of why we use degrees to measure circles and
angles and then learn about quadrangles (also called quadrilaterals or tetragons!) 
The students will continue reading The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and hear stories
from the Norse Myths.  

Michael Brittain   
Class Four teacher

CLASS FIVE
Welcome back to Term 3, hoping you have all had a restful break with friends and family.
Class Five will begin the term with the study of Ancient Persia and Babylon for their Main
Lesson. 

For craft, some will complete unfinished projects, whilst others with quick, skilled fingers will
begin knitting socks to keep the winter chills away.

 Linda Sampson 
Class Five teacher

CLASS SIX



Class Six will embark on our play, Peter Pan, in the first part of this term and will look to
perform it in Week 5. We will spend the start of this Main Lesson exploring how we can
portray the characters in this well-known play before getting our roles and starting the
rehearsal process. Our focus will be on the portrayal of the characters using expression,
movement, tone and simple costume. 

We will also be starting our Number and Algebra Main Lesson, which we will work on during
our practice sessions. After some revision we will start by looking at the order of operations
and developing some of our own mathematical questions.   

Glenn Hood 
Class Six teacher 

TERM 3 SKI PROGRAM
The ski program is very much COVID-19 and weather dependent.  

Prep – Class 4 will participate in four excursions to Mt Stirling for cross country skiing
commencing in Week 2 of Term 3. 
Any dates that are postponed will be rescheduled at a later date if possible. 

Class 5 – Year 8 will participate in two excursions to Mt Buller and two excursions to Mt
Stirling.  
Any dates that are postponed will be rescheduled at a later date if possible. 

 

SECONDARY  YEAR 7 - 10 
 
Year 7 kicks off the new semester with the Age of Discovery, a Main Lesson focused on some
of the early explorers. Students will engage with a number of map making tasks; looking at
some Medieval maps and seeing how they change over time, eventually culminating in a
large modern map of the world. We also get a chance to look at some rebellious early
explorers, who pushed the boundaries of the known world (and caused the destruction of
many people’s lives!). 

Year 8 students start Term 3 with a study of the earth’s continental masses and the distinctive
physical characteristics of landforms such as rivers, lakes, mountains and volcanos. Students
understand the basic formation of specific physical features such as oasis, folding and faulting

mountains, deltas and artesian basins. Students examine the journey of the river, its relationship to landform and the way it links cultures - places,
people and environments, both international and local. 

Year 9 and 10 are combining for the first cycle of main lesson this term. They were to be doing a stage play, but with the uncertainty of remote learning
and our reduced hours of rehearsal they will now be studying Theatre Studies with Josh. They will be tasked with working in groups to create and
perform their own sketches that can be enjoyed when we return to school. Different drama techniques and literary devices will be studied to create
entertainment upon our return. 

Kate Hood 
Secondary Coordinator 

 

UNPACKING THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
 
What? 
What skills do we need in our ‘life’ suitcase when we leave school and begin our journey in
the big wide world? 
We need to have an inquiring mind and be prepared to take a few risks, even if it means that
sometimes we will fail. This determination will make us resourceful and more resilient in the
face of challenge and change. We need to know how to think and reflect on what we learn. If
we can do that then we can be principled and act with integrity and honesty. We want to be
knowledgeable, but we also need to be able to communicate and be open minded so that we
can grow from our experiences. All these admirable skills or attributes will; however, be of
little use if we are not able to care for others. We need empathy and respect, and a
commitment to service, so that we can make a positive difference on our travels. It is these
attributes that the International Baccalaureate and Mansfield Steiner School aim to cultivate in
our students. It is our shared belief that individuals and groups who possess such attributes,
become responsible members of local, national, and global communities. Our School had the

vision to provide the community with an exceptional secondary education that would be aligned with Steiner pedagogy, a holistic education that attends
to the heart and the hand, not just the head. That was over a decade ago, and we are now about to enter our final semester with our first year 12 IB
Diploma, with our next cohort ready for 2022. 
  
Why? 



The aim of the International Baccalaureate or IB, is to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more
peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. The IB recognises that each school is unique and needs to consider its own context and
the community it serves before deciding the best way forward. The IB curriculum offers rigorous academic achievement as well as core subjects for
personal growth. In our highly interconnected and rapidly changing world, IB programs aim to deliver international mindedness in a global context, firmly
anchored in local values, traditions, and environment. 
  
There has been a conscious commitment to provide a balanced education and to support this, students study from as broad a range of disciplines as
possible. The Diploma curriculum is delivered over a two-year period in Years 11 and 12.  There are six academic subject groupings and students must
undertake one subject from each. We offer the following:

1. Studies in Language and Literature: Literature
2. Language Acquisition: French
3. Individuals and Societies: History
4. Sciences: Chemistry
5. Mathematics: Applications and Interpretations
6. The Arts: Visual Arts

  
In addition to these, the original curriculum designers included Core subjects, as a way to educate the whole person. The core consists of three
separate elements, but links and relationships are evident between them. As the name suggests, Core supports the interconnectedness of learning and
aims to 
• support, and be supported by, the academic disciplines 
• foster international-mindedness 
• develop self-awareness and a sense of identity 
  
Theory of Knowledge: Is learning about how we learn. A key aim of TOK is to encourage students to reflect on their experiences as learners in
everyday life and to make connections between academic disciplines and between thoughts, feelings and actions. 
  
Community, Activity, Service: Aims to provide service to fellow students and to the larger community both in and outside school. Through this
experience students grow both personally and socially, developing skills such as cooperation, problem solving, conflict resolution and creative and
critical thinking. It is also through service that IB students may make the connections between their academic studies and real life. 
  
Extended Essay: Academic in nature, it is intended to promote high-level research and writing skills, intellectual discovery and creativity. The essay is
an in-depth, individual inquiry into a focused topic, normally one of the student’s six academic subjects. It provides students with an opportunity to
engage in personal research into a topic of their own choice. 
  
How? 
There will always be debate surrounding education, what schools should teach and how they should teach it. A key element of the IB programs is the
emphasis on how the subject matter and information is delivered to students, referred to as Approaches to Teaching and Learning (ATL). Delving a little
deeper into educational pedagogy, ATL are used to design a coherent curriculum based on learning and metacognitive skills (awareness and
understanding of one's own thought processes). Educationalists often refer to Blooms Taxonomy to identify different thinking skills. Bloom identified
six levels of cognitive learning: remembering, understanding, applying, analysing, evaluating, and creating. The first three are foundation skills, the
remaining are higher thinking skills. These are the ones that we work hard to develop in our IB Diploma students through active engagement in real-
world applications. This is the driver behind many of the classroom experiences and tasks that our IB students undertake. 
This series of three articles have hopefully given you some insight into how we help our students pack their ‘life’ suitcase. If they are entering the
workforce, we are confident that they have received a well-rounded education and are prepared to explore what’s out there. If they are aiming for
university, they are well positioned. The IB Organisation works consistently to make sure the Diploma is globally recognized by universities, with its
students gaining competitive offers for further study. Higher education institutions around the world admit students based on their IB credentials and
nationally, the IB score ranks highly in the VTAC ATAR system. Too many acronyms? Why not attend our information evening on the Tuesday 3rd

August to learn more about this exciting secondary education opportunity? 

Sue Plumb 
IB Coordinator 
  
  
 

MUSIC - PRACTICE TIPS
We’re really glad you’re loving these practice tips, so here’s some more you could try this week: 

A. Gather your stuffed animals, other favourite toys or pets and give them front row seats to your child’s
concert. 

B. Smile – how does the music sound when we smile while we practice? 

C. Metronome – electronic metronomes are inexpensive and a great investment. 
Ask your child to play their piece with a metronome. It will give them great practice choosing how many
beats there are in a bar, trying to stick to the beat. 

  
Bronwen Whyatt 
Cello Teacher

FROM GARDEN TO PLATE
The rainy winter months are settling in and we are lucky to still have a supply of pumpkins from the garden which seem to be never-ending. Pumpkin
gnocchi will be on the menu next week, as well as a sweet olive oil torte topped with our preserved plum jams that we made a few months back. Don’t
forget to eat a rainbow at home. 



Kai Shearer 
Cooking Coordinator

LIBRARY DAYS  
 
Library days for each class:

Tuesday:  Classes 2, 3, 4 and Prep 
Wednesday: Classes 1, 5 and 6. 

Please remember to pack your library bags on these days and please check book shelves
and bedrooms for overdue returns. All overdues gratefully accepted.
  
Thank you in anticipation. 

Bec McMillan 
Librarian

PLAYGROUP

Term 3 Playgroup is currently fully booked. 

If you would like to register your interest in attending playgroup please see office staff for a
registration form or contact Taryn Baker, Playgroup facilitator,   
tarynb@mrssk.vic.edu.au. 

Your name will be added to the Playgroup wait list, thank you. 

Taryn Baker 
Playgroup Leader 
 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

Dear School Community, if you feel like contributing to the goodwill of Christmas during this
wintery, uncertain time in the world please pick up a Christmas decoration pack from the
office. 

Please enter your name beside the bag number you have taken and tick when decorations
are returned. 
Decorations to be returned by Monday 15 November. 

Thank You and Happy Sewing!! 

  
 

P & F CRAFT GROUP

The P & F craft group will resume gathering on Tuesday evenings during the term - following the COVID-19 lockdown. 

Enquiries can be directed to Eileen on 0488555952. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/Bridies-Journey-to-the-EXCA-Worlds-in-Texas-Nov-19-2301923553362748/about/?ref=page_internal
mailto:tarynb@mrssk.vic.edu.au


PONDERING STEINER
The Pondering Steiner reading group gathers each THURSDAY evening of the school term
(Please note the change of day from this term onwards) commencing on Thursday 22 July
2021. 
(COVID-19 lockdown excepted). 

Time: 7.15pm for 7.30 beginning til 8.30pm followed by a light supper. 

Where: Shop 5/12 High St. Mansfield.

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

2021 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE 
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options - see here.  

ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL including parent helpers must sign in at reception.
ALL VISITORS will receive a numbered visitor’s tag which is to be returned to reception at the time of signing out, thank you.  CHILD SAFE – Visitors to
the school who do not have a current Working With Children Check will be escorted to the area of the campus concerning their visit. 
  
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE must also be signed in/out at reception. This allows staff to be aware of who is on the school
grounds if an emergency should occur. 
  
CAR PARK 
Please park in the parking bays not along side of the drive and NOT IN THE TURNING CIRCLES as this stops the flow of traffic for other vehicles
particularly large delivery vans.  Please do not park in the turning circles when dropping off or collecting your child from kinder. Move your vehicle very
slowly.  Be alert for children – remember the younger they are, the less predictable they are and the harder they are to see.   Parents, please watch your
children.  Make sure they walk along the path – and not through the driveway. 
  
SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW 
Please follow the traffic directions at the front of school.  Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a left turn onto the service road,
thank you. 

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 6.30pm. 
President – Sarah Lieber 
Vice President – John Bowen 
Treasurer – Tim Ross 
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer 
Catherine Yencken, Ingrid Ueno. 
  
Mandate Groups 
Marketing – Sarah Lieber 
Gardens & Grounds – Scott Ersvaer 
Policy – John Bowen, Ingrid Ueno
Project Steering Team – Catherine Yencken, Sarah Lieber 
Finance Committee – Tim Ross, Sarah Lieber 

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to discuss
any issue regarding your child, thank you) 
Jacinta Walker (Vice Principal)  jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au  

https://mansfieldsteiner.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Mansfield-Steiner-School-2021-FEE-SHEET-A4.pdf
mailto:franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au
mailto:jacintaw@mrssk.vic.edu.au


Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au    
Sally Singleton (School reception and College Secretary) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. All staff have a school email address
as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

SCHOOL EVENTS

Melbourne International Comedy festival    
EVENT RESCHEDULED - SATURDAY 31 July
2021 6.30pm. 

Thank you for your support - We look forward to
a night of fun and frivolity! 
  
PLEASE NOTE:  Performances often contain coarse
language, sexual references and material that can
offend. It is recommended for people aged 15 years
or older.   Smoke Machine/Hazer may be used

https://vic.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1079e87c331801310bd8d995e&id=b22beb1b43&e=bd5dab859b
mailto:sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au
mailto:name@mrssk.vic.edu.au


during this performance.   
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES





LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is happy to share our Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local
businesses, promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when considering the purchase of goods or services. 
  
As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business community through the submission of business information. Please
complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be returned to sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au or dropped in to the school
office. 
  
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

TRADE BUSINESS NAME CONTACT NAME PHONE NUMBER EMAIL DETAILS

Registered Osteopath Dr Bernadette Gifford Dr Bernadette Gifford 5775 2166 bn.osteo@hotmail.com Osteopath

Barber Shop The Shearing Shed
Mansfield Jodie Morris 5775 2300 morrisjodie1973@gmail.com

Men’s Hairdressing, Proraso
Grooming products & Wahl
Grooming products

Agriculture HCH Genetics
Jacqui Aylan-Parker or
Dale Edwards

0429795468 or
0427806672 jacquiaylanp@gmail.com

Cattle AI, semen sales,
ultrasound pregnancy testing,
embryo flush and transfer.

Retail Mansfield Sweets Shoppe Natasha Kavanagh 5775 3221 info@mansfieldsweets@gmail.com Lollies & treats

Registered Commercial &
Domestic Builder Full Scale Constructions Matt Anderson 0405 441 473 matt@fullscaleconstructons.com.au

Green living Accredited. 
Master Builder Member 
New homes, extension &
renovations, shop fits &
commercial projects.

Retail Maison Fireplaces Ivan Pacak 0409 353 331 ivan@maisonfireplaces.com.au

5% Discount for Steiner
Families.
Inbuilt & free standing European
fireplaces.

Mechanic High Country Mechanical Scott Ersvaer 0409 700 978 hcm20B@gmail.com 10% Discount for Steiner
Families.  

https://vic.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1079e87c331801310bd8d995e&id=b5fa9aacb7&e=bd5dab859b


All mechanical work, cars & farm
machinery.

Electrician Daniel Friday Dan Friday 0448 533 510 d.a.friday@hotmail.com

All types of electrical, installation
& repairs. Split system air
conditioning supply &
installation. TV Antenna &
Satellite Dish installation &
repairs.  
Fully Licensed & insured.

Retail Mansfield Noodle House Jamie & Michelle 5779 1880 jamiepon@hotmail.com
Chinese Cuisine & noodles. 
Student and teacher lunches by
special order.

Retail Shopping World Michelle & Maggie 5775 2838 N/A
Variety Shop. Party needs, craft,
kitchen needs, picture frames
and storage etc.

Counselling and Therapy The Wellbeing Paddock Jane Hall 0417 765 366 jhall@ggs.vic.edu.au

thewellbeingpaddock.com.au 
Individual counselling, Equine
Assisted Therapy.
Social/emotional skills programs,
support and staff workshops
available. 

Graphic Designer Baker Design Co. Adam Baker 0407 007 245 info@adambaker.com.au
Graphic Design, Sign Writing, 
Murals.

Life Coaching / Business
Consultancy Briana Seaton Coaching Briana Seaton 0427 878 071 hello@brianaseaton.com

www.brianaseaton.com 
Life & Business Coaching. 
Published co-author
‘Empowered Woman
Empowering the World’.

Retail Snowfox Kym Henderson 0419 526 344 kym@snowfox.com.au

Snowfox.com.au 
Skiwear, Ski Accessories, Winter
boots, Designer casuals, Alpine
jewellery, homewares, snow-
themed toys, Mt Buller clothing
& souvenirs.

Artist, Qualified Dressmaker,
Interior Decorator and
Designer

Agnes Robinson Agnes Robinson 0413 564 228 agirobinson@gmail.com

Natural toys, alterations,
sustainable products, craft
workshops &  
Covid-19 Masks.

Builder Bramic Constructions 
 

Brad Brkljacic
0412 049 244 
 

Brad@bramic.com.au 
 

New homes, extensions,
renovations. 
 

Painter Mansfield Painter Dane Nye 0439 326 300 dane@555garage.com
Master painter – Domestic or
Commercial Painting. Interior &
Exterior.
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