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To wonder at beauty
Stand guard over truth
Look up to the noble
Resolve on the good
This leadeth us truly
To purpose in living
To right in our doing
To peace in our thinking
And teaches us trust in the
workings of God
In all that there is
In the width of the world
In the depth of the soul.

Rudolf Steiner

To Nicky and family,
“You have no idea how unimportant all that the teacher is, says or does not say on the surface, and how important what they themselves are as
teacher.”
Rudolf Steiner
It was World Teachers’ Day on Friday, a day set aside in 1994 to celebrate the important role teachers play in shaping and supporting the next
generation. The teachers at our school were unaware of the day until a cake appeared on the staffroom table.
Teaching is a courageous career choice, unlike many other professions the results are not always obvious and the impact you had on someone’s
future may not be seen until many years later. It can feel a thankless task as students move through the various stages of their development,
some stages more difficult than others. Throughout these challenging phases and dealing with complex behaviours, the teacher is expected to
remain constant, supportive, caring, fair, calm, and encouraging. Sometimes it is exhausting and requires a superhuman effort to survive a
particularly gruelling class. There are very few professions where you are dealing with a group of people who must be supervised, entertained,

taught and loved at the same time.
In Steiner Education and particularly at Mansfield Steiner School, the teachers know the students and their families well. Informal child studies in
the staffroom are often revealing as to the care and concern that every teacher has for the students. It is particularly evident if a child is needing
support, just how many teachers can add a strategy, idea or observation to help the Class Teacher most effectively deal with the issue. The
beautiful verses and paintings that the teacher creates for each child on their birthday are not only a gift to the child but to the parents as they
realise their child has been truly seen.
Our teachers have played a vital role these past difficult two years; they have shown great dedication and commitment to nurture their students,
families, colleagues, and the community.
As a school we offer our sincere thanks and appreciation to our teachers and their work.
Fran Cummins
PRINCIPAL

2021 TERM 4 KEY DATES TO NOTE...
All activities and events COVID-19 restrictions

Term 4: Tuesday 5 October - Friday 10 December

pending.

Melbourne Cup day Public Holiday

Tuesday 2 November

Class 6 Year 7 & 8 The Paps PE fitness challenge

Wednesday 3 November 11.15am – 3pm

Class 4 Local excursion Mansfield Zoo

Wednesday 3 & Friday 5 November 9am – 2pm

Kinder to Prep 2022 Transition session TBC

Tuesday 9 November 9 - 11.00am

Class 4 Play ‘Iduna’s Apples’ (this will be filmed for
parents unable to attend on the night)

Wednesday 10 November 12pm 7pm

Year 8 Major Project Presentations (this will be filmed for
Thursday 11 November
parents unable to attend)
Year 12 Graduation Dinner
Class 4 camp to Queenscliff

Friday 12 November
New date!

Tuesday 16 – Friday 19 November

Year 7 & 8 Halls Gap Tandara Adventure Camp

Tuesday 16 – Sunday 21 November

Class 5 Greek Olympics-Little Yarra TBC

Thursday 18 November

Year 10 Work Experience week

Monday 22 – Friday 26 November

Class 5 McCormack’s Trail rides Horse riding camp

Tuesday 23 – Thursday 25 November

Class 6 Stockyard Homestead Camp

Monday 22 – Thursday 25 November

2nd

Tuesday 23 November

Round Year 7 (and o/s Year 10) Immunisations

Kinder to Prep 2022 Transition session TBC

Tuesday 23 November 9 - 11.00am

Report Writing Day – Student Free

Friday 26 November

MSS Ensemble Concert at the Delatite Hotel

Friday 26 November at 5.30pm

Class 6 to Year 7 transition day

Tuesday 30 November

End of Year Music Concert at the PAC

Wednesday 1 December

Year 8 & 9 Northern Territory Camp with Remote Tours
TBC!

Thursday 2 - Thursday 9 December

Kinder to Prep 2022 Transition and Picnic session

Tuesday 7 December 9am – 2.30pm

Christmas Festival - Details to come

Thursday 9 December

Last day of Term 4

Friday 10 December (Normal departure time)

2022

Start date:

End date:

Term 1

Thursday, 27 January 2022

Friday, 8 April 2022

2.20pm departure

Term 2

Wednesday 27 April 2022

Friday, 24 June 2022

2.20pm departure

Term 3

Tuesday, 19 July 2022

Friday, 16 September 2022

2.20pm departure

Term 4

Tuesday, 4 October 2022

Friday, 9 December 2022

3.20pm normal departure time

PRINCIPAL APPOINTMENT
On behalf of the Mansfield Steiner School Governance Committee, I'm excited to announce that the recruitment process for Principal has been finalised
and the Governance Committee has appointed Mark Lewis to the role of Principal, Mansfield Steiner School for 2022.
Mark brings with him a wealth of experience from a teaching career which spans many years. Mark has held roles as a Teacher, Deputy Principal and
Principal at 2 Independent P-12 schools in NSW and WA throughout this period. He has held leadership roles in growing schools and has experience in
implementing the International Baccalaureate program.
We look forward to welcoming Mark and his wife, Leigh, to the school community in December in readiness for him to take up his position in the school

in January.
Sarah Lieber
Governance Committee President

SENTRAL FOR PARENTS APP
The Sentral for Parents app is used by the school to communicate important information
including excursion and/or camp information, academic reports and other school information.
Please login regularly and “allow notifications” for the app to receive school information in a
timely manner.
If you have issues accessing the app or have lost your access key, please contact Andrew or
Sally at the office.
Get Help with Sentral for Parents App & Portal

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Handmade gifts that give Christmas joy year after year....
Term 4 is fast approaching, if you have 'thought' about contributing to the goodwill of
Christmas by sewing some decorations but haven't yet done so.........
Please come into the office to pick up a bag of Christmas decorations to sew for
students throughout the school to receive at the end of the year.
Enter your name beside the bag number you have taken and tick when decorations are
returned.
Decorations to be returned by Monday 15 November.
Thank You and Happy Sewing!!

MORNING STAR KINDERGARTEN
The Morning Star children have enjoyed learning about our Country and the Elders that were
here before us. We all say an Acknowledgement to Country as part of our daily rhythm and
we have all enjoyed hearing about the Dreamtime story of Tiddalick. We finished the week
listening to the story in the sandpit, watching the wind move through the trees, the birds hop
from branch to branch and feeling the earth beneath us as we sat in the cool sand.
As we moved to lunch, we all danced the dance of the eel that made Tiddalick laugh so much
that he brought water back to the land that was so dry. In the afternoon we folded green
squares of paper to make our own Tiddalick that hopped all over the room together with the
children.
Sandi Valerio
Morning Star Kindergarten

ROSA MUNDI
The Rosa Mundi Prep Class had a wonderful week admiring the crab-apple blossoms and a visiting blue tongue lizard.
Lots of children made beautiful lizards with wax and we painted beautiful green grass and leaves on trees with our wet on wet painting.
This week we will begin a new Morning Circle full of little creatures in the garden.
Ariel Stava

Rosa Mundi Prep teacher

CLASS ONE
Class One has listened intently this week to the fairy tales they have been told and worked on
their sentence writing and retelling of these tales.
They have experienced a variety of games and activities with different teachers in Lou’s
absence and have adapted well to having new faces in their room.
Lou Pullar
Class One teacher

CLASS TWO
Class Two finished up their Local Surroundings Main Lesson following the travels of Debera,
the Bogong Moth, as she escaped the heat of Summer, the hungry Mountain Pygmy
Possums, and the hot coals of a campfire.
Our spelling story has stretched onto yet another wall of the classroom, the Golden Hen has
now laid more than 100 eggs in our room, and we will be meeting a crotchety old collector
who needs some help to sort his mounds of treasures in our new Vertical Layout of Sums
Main Lesson.
Amy Burns
Class Two teacher

CLASS THREE
After our exciting wassailing of the orchard last week, we have moved onto our new combined
Main Lesson – Money and our Class Play. Serendipitously, the story of ‘Joseph’ works very
well with the Money theme and students are busy learning their lines and thinking about
costumes – the more swish and grand the better!
This week we are considering bartering, starting with looking at the value of salt – discussion
based around the story of the King and the Salt. Also, part of the Money Main Lesson, we are
watering all our seeds daily as the weather improves – the ones we planted in our homemade
compost mix as well as the ones we are sprouting on the windowsill. Some are doing well,
and some remain steadfastly intact, but we are hoping to have a healthy number of seedlings
to sell eventually.
Jacinta Walker
Class Three teacher

CLASS FOUR
Class Four has continued to work on their class play and learn the music for our performance on Thursday. We started our Human and Animal Main
Lesson which will end with our Class Four Camp to Queenscliff and the Mornington Peninsula in two weeks.
We will be visiting the local Mansfield Zoo to observe, learn about and draw the animals this week with a bicycle ride back from the zoo along Rifle Butts
Road. We will stop to sketch the landscape, birdwatch, and see what evidence of animals we can find along the way.
Photo: Class 4 gardening teamwork!
Michael Brittain
Class Four teacher

CLASS FIVE
What a wonderful performance by the class in the ‘Our Background Country’ play. There were
amazing performances by all the children. It was a very entertaining walk-through of history
reciting poems, songs, and verse.
The musicians played beautifully, with a variety of songs, and then the play was completed
with singing as well.
All the students should be very proud of their work on stage and all the preparation that went
into the day. It will be an inspiration for the horse-riding camp coming up soon. Well done,
Class Five!
Linda Sampson
Class Five teacher

CLASS SIX
Class Six have completed their first science Main Lesson, Heat Light and Sound. We finished
up by weighting copper wire and fishing line over blocks of ice to demonstrate the conductive
properties of different materials. Naturally, the copper passed through the ice at a much
quicker rate than the fishing line.
We have now begun an Astronomy Main Lesson and we are beginning to consider some of
the amazing and mind-bending facts about our planet, the solar system, and the universe.
Glenn Hood
Class Six teacher

HEALTH AND HYGIENE
During this time of COVID-19 restrictions we must maintain hygiene procedures
handwashing, hand sanitising and social distancing.
Also, to keep the school community as healthy as possible at this time of the year please
keep your child home if they are showing any symptoms of illness i.e. runny nose, sore throat,
temperature etc.
Masks are strongly recommended but not mandated for children Prep to Year 2.
Students from Class 3 to Year 12 are now required to wear masks indoors at school.
Masks are available in the foyer of the office, thank you.

SECONDARY YEAR 7
Our focus in Year 7 French over the past while has been Mon Histoire, or My Story. As part of
this, we talked about our favourite things and the challenge was set to make a game to help
us learn and teach vocabulary which relates to our absolute favourite thing of all time.
Everything from horses to planes, rabbits and motorbike riding was covered and there were
some beautiful games made.
This one is a board game created by Zoe.
Ness Hinneberg
Year 7 French Teacher

SECONDARY YEAR 8
Year 8’s have been exploring the Physics of Air and Water through balloon gas experiments
and creating and exploring the in-between of oobleck.
The students reflected on the Vikings of Greenland and their relationship with air, water, and
ice. They have enjoyed exploring states of matter and gas expansion and contraction.
They are looking forward to their camp in the coming weeks.
Dion Hall
Year 8 Science

SECONDARY YEAR 9
In their final week of the Australian History Main Lesson, Year 9 students engaged in the
democratic process by creating political parties, campaigning, and running an election.
The Steiner Action Party won in a landslide on the day over the Democratic Improvement
Party and The Controverts.
In the counting process, students gained an opportunity to learn about preferential voting and
the way preferences help to represent the interests of voters.
Each party also put forward a referendum item to change the ‘Steiner Constitution’.
Unfortunately, all items failed to gain a double majority and the ‘Constitution’ remains
unchanged.
Joshua Byrne
Year 8 Guardian - Year 9 Australian History teacher
Following many delays the Year 9 cohort left on their major Outdoor Education 'long journey' on the 29 October Bushwalking Mount Hotham, Biking
Wodonga-Corryong Rail Trail, Rafting Mitta Mitta River. They return home via Bright 11-12 November.
See photos below.
James Fraser
Year 9 Guardian

SECONDARY YEAR 10
The Year 10 class are busy planning their Work Experience that will take place toward the
end of November. They are writing resumes, calling companies and leaving details with
various potential employers to try to secure their position. It takes great courage for a young
person to approach a workplace, they feel both vulnerable and excited.
Their work experience week will follow a week of examinations, so it certainly gives them
something to look forward to. We have aspiring hot air balloonists, osteopaths, nutritionists,
lawyers, psychologists and pharmacists.
The actual week in a workplace is a small part of the process but hopefully all their hard work
and vulnerability will pay off and they will have an enjoyable experience.
Kate Hood
Year 10 Guardian / Secondary Coordinator

MSS IB STUDENTS LAST DAY

On Friday 22 October our Year 12 students spent their last day at school, bathed in glorious
Spring sunshine and surrounded by their teachers and friends, both past and present.
Together we shared a delicious breakfast and then they embarked upon their Journey through
the School. This experience carries deep and very personal significance for each student, as
they revisit the path of their own childhood and education, with a visit to every class from
kindergarten through to Year 10.
They sang and danced with the younger years and listened to familiar poems and plays. They
shared camp stories and special moments with the children, uncovering distant memories of
heart and hand. Accompanied by the beautiful playing of the Year 10 String ensemble, who
had also enriched our breakfast experience, the final ceremony of the morning saw them walk
through the archway to accept a brilliant yellow Gerber flower from two of their original Class
One buddies and other Class Six students.
They left that day as young adults, ready to take up their place in the world, but not before
their final IB examinations! At the time of writing, they have already completed their first, French language and are preparing for another two weeks until
November 10, when they will sit their very last exam and their IB Diploma concludes.
Sue Plumb
IB Coordinator

MUSIC

Earlier in the year local primary and secondary music students were invited to submit a
selected musical recording and an essay to the inaugural Chris Deutscher Memorial
Scholarship. In the essay they were asked to write about themselves and why they like music
and then were invited to perform live auditions in front of about 6-8 judges selected by
Mansfield Radio.
We would like to Congratulate Trenton (Class 4) who was the winner of the Primary school
section. Well done Trenton!
Trenton won with his piano piece from Lord of the Rings, a piece that Lucy introduced him to
on the violin. He liked it so much he asked his piano teacher if he could learn it on the piano!
It has been wonderful to see most of our students in person and to play together once more in
lessons. Our Year 10 quartet has been very busy these past two weeks. Starting with a
performance at the Year 12 farewell breakfast and arch ceremony. The students arrived early
to school and played a selection of chamber music for guests at the morning breakfast. Many
teachers commented how lovely it was to hear live music coming from the school once more.
Friday 29 October was the High-Country Festival in the Botanic Park where we raised $332.20 for our tour to New Zealand in 2022. The string quartet
embarked on their first ever gig in general public. Although the weather was a little patchy the students played their set beautifully and left feeling
excited about their next gig the following day. The quartet then ventured out to Nicky Sanders and Ralph Bristows studio to play for the MOST open
studio tour. To have the students out and about once more is fantastic and we can’t wait to take more students out for concerts very soon.
Geoff Wright
Music Coordinator

MUSIC - PRACTICE TIPS
Two minute Game – Set a timer for two minutes. Start playing your piece. When you make a
mistake, begin again. See how far you can get in two minutes.
Magic Ending – Play the ending making sure to keep the magic in it. The magic is the time
between when you quit bowing and when you relax your posture. The audience holds their
applause until you relax – like magic.
Start at a random measure – Roll a pair of dice. Add the numbers together and start on that
measure. Play to the end of the piece and then start again and play to where you originally
began.
Bronwen Whyatt
Cello Teacher

FROM GARDEN TO PLATE
As the days get warmer, our appetites crave lighter and more juicy meals! Cool, crisp salad picked daily and freshly rolled vegetarian sushi with
avocado, cucumber and tofu keep the kitchen cool without turning on the oven.
Mango season is in swing up north, so we are sampling one of my favourite Thai dishes for dessert, mango sticky rice.
With the warmth also comes the awakening of some of our reptilian friends in the garden. I spotted a gentle natured blue tongue lizard this afternoon.

Class Cooking days
Monday Class 3 Tuesday Class 6 Wednesday Class 2 Thursday Class 4 Friday Class 5
Kai Shearer
Cooking Coordinator

LIBRARY DAYS
Tuesday: Class 1, Prep, Class 3 and Class 2
Wednesday: Classes 4, Class 5 and Class 6.
Please remember to pack your library bags on these days and please check bookshelves and
bedrooms for overdue returns.
All overdues gratefully accepted.
Bec McMillan
Librarian

PLAYGROUP
Due to the current uncertainty, the school has made the decision to cancel the playgroup
program for the remainder of Term 4.
We will make a further announcement towards the end of November regarding the 2022
playgroup program.
Fran Cummins
Principal

P & F CRAFT GROUP
P & F craft group - Enquiries can be directed to Eileen on 0488555952.

PONDERING STEINER
The Pondering Steiner reading group gathers each THURSDAY evening of the school term
(COVID-19 lockdown excepted).

Time: 7.15pm for 7.30 beginning til 8.30pm followed by a light supper.
Where: Shop 5/12 High St. Mansfield.

NGOBI-AN GADHABA GARDEN
Ngobi-an Gadhaba garden - You could take a family walk through the new Ngobi-an
Gadhaba (learn together) garden at the Botanical Garden created by Gadhaba Local
Aboriginal Network.
The garden will introduce you to some of the plants used by the Yowung-illam-balluk people
for food, medicine, tools and fibre.
We acknowledge and respect the continuing connection to Country of the Yowung-illam-balluk
people of the Taungurung clan on whose land we work and play. We pay our respect to their
Elders past, present and emerging and extend this to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
People. https://taungurung.com.au/

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
2021 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options - see here.
ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL including parent helpers must sign in at reception.
ALL VISITORS will receive a numbered visitor’s tag which is to be returned to reception at the time of signing out, thank you. CHILD SAFE – Visitors to
the school who do not have a current Working With Children Check will be escorted to the area of the campus concerning their visit.
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE must also be signed in/out at reception. This allows staff to be aware of who is on the school
grounds if an emergency should occur.
CAR PARK
Please park in the parking bays not along side of the drive and NOT IN THE TURNING CIRCLES as this stops the flow of traffic for other vehicles
particularly large delivery vans. Please do not park in the turning circles when dropping off or collecting your child from kinder. Move your vehicle very
slowly. Be alert for children – remember the younger they are, the less predictable they are and the harder they are to see. Parents, please watch your
children. Make sure they walk along the path – and not through the driveway.
SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW
Please follow the traffic directions at the front of school. Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a left turn onto the service road,
thank you.
THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 6.30pm.
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Scott Ersvaer
Ingrid Ueno.
Mandate Groups
Marketing – Sarah Lieber
Gardens & Grounds – Scott Ersvaer
Policy – John Bowen, Ingrid Ueno
Project Steering Team – Sarah Lieber
Finance Committee – Tim Ross, Sarah Lieber
STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Fran Cummins (Principal) franc@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to discuss
any issue regarding your child, thank you)
Glenn Hood (Acting Vice Principal) glennh@mrssk.vic.edu.au
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au
Sally Singleton (Admin Officer) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au – Everyday admin enquiries. All staff have a school email address as above, being their first
name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

SCHOOL EVENTS

IVY IS BACK WITH HER .......

Melbourne International Comedy Festival
DUE TO ONGOING COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS this
event has been cancelled. We look forward to
offering it again in 2022.
Ticket holders will have received an email regarding
a refund. If you have not received an email, please
contact the school, thank you.
Thank you for your support of this event. We hope
to see you all for a great night of entertainment next
year!

COMMUNITY NOTICES

LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is happy to share our Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local
businesses, promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when considering the purchase of goods or services.
As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business community through the submission of business information. Please
complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be returned to sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au or dropped in to the school
office.
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

TRADE

BUSINESS NAME

CONTACT NAME

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL

DETAILS

Registered Osteopath

Dr Bernadette Gifford

Dr Bernadette Gifford

5775 2166

bn.osteo@hotmail.com

Osteopath

Barber Shop

The Shearing Shed
Mansfield

Jodie Morris

5775 2300

morrisjodie1973@gmail.com

Men’s Hairdressing, Proraso
Grooming products & Wahl
Grooming products

Agriculture

HCH Genetics

Jacqui Aylan-Parker or 0429795468 or
Dale Edwards
0427806672

jacquiaylanp@gmail.com

Cattle AI, semen sales,
ultrasound pregnancy testing,
embryo flush and transfer.

Retail

Mansfield Sweets Shoppe

Natasha Kavanagh

info@mansfieldsweets@gmail.com

Lollies & treats
Green living Accredited.
Master Builder Member
New homes, extension &
renovations, shop fits &
commercial projects.

5775 3221

Registered Commercial &
Domestic Builder

Full Scale Constructions

Matt Anderson

0405 441 473

matt@fullscaleconstructons.com.au

Retail

Maison Fireplaces

Ivan Pacak

0409 353 331

ivan@maisonfireplaces.com.au

5% Discount for Steiner
Families.

Inbuilt & free standing
European fireplaces.
Mechanic

High Country Mechanical

Scott Ersvaer

0409 700 978

hcm20B@gmail.com

10% Discount for Steiner
Families.
All mechanical work, cars &
farm machinery.

Electrician

Daniel Friday

Dan Friday

0448 533 510

d.a.friday@hotmail.com

All types of electrical,
installation & repairs. Split
system air conditioning supply
& installation. TV Antenna &
Satellite Dish installation &
repairs.
Fully Licensed & insured.

Retail

Mansfield Noodle House

Jamie & Michelle

5779 1880

jamiepon@hotmail.com

Chinese Cuisine & noodles.
Student and teacher lunches
by special order.

Retail

Shopping World

Michelle & Maggie

5775 2838

N/A

Variety Shop. Party needs,
craft, kitchen needs, picture
frames and storage etc.

Counselling and Therapy

The Wellbeing Paddock

Jane Hall

0417 765 366

jhall@ggs.vic.edu.au

thewellbeingpaddock.com.au
Individual counselling, Equine
Assisted Therapy.
Social/emotional skills
programs, support and staff
workshops available.

Graphic Designer

Baker Design Co.

Adam Baker

0407 007 245

info@adambaker.com.au

Graphic Design, Sign Writing,
Murals.

hello@brianaseaton.com

www.brianaseaton.com
Life & Business Coaching.
Published co-author
‘Empowered Woman
Empowering the World’.

Life Coaching / Business
Consultancy

Briana Seaton Coaching

Briana Seaton

0427 878 071

Retail

Snowfox

Kym Henderson

0419 526 344

kym@snowfox.com.au

Snowfox.com.au
Skiwear, Ski Accessories,
Winter boots, Designer
casuals, Alpine jewellery,
homewares, snow-themed
toys, Mt Buller clothing &
souvenirs.

Artist, Qualified
Dressmaker, Interior
Decorator and Designer

Agnes Robinson

Agnes Robinson

0413 564 228

agirobinson@gmail.com

Natural toys, alterations,
sustainable products, craft
workshops &
Covid-19 Masks.

0412 049 244

Brad@bramic.com.au

New homes, extensions,
renovations.

0439 326 300

dane@555garage.com

Master painter – Domestic or
Commercial Painting. Interior
& Exterior.

Builder

Painter

Bramic Constructions

Mansfield Painter

Brad Brkljacic

Dane Nye
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