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In wintry depths of night
The majesty of heaven is so close to me,
Because my heart’s new power and might
Makes real and full of substance all the things I see.
There flames in me, against all ice and frost, all rain and sleet,
The leaping, dancing fire-forces of my heart to give me light and heat.

To Nicky and family,

Dear School Community,
This week marked the Winter Solstice, the longest night and shortest day of the year in the Southern hemisphere. We are looking forward to holding
our Winter festivals over the coming days and welcoming parents onto campus for these events as well as an assembly on Friday to thank Fran for
her service to the school.
As previously announced, we held an assembly last Friday for the students to honour the work that Pat Dowling has done for over 20 years at the
school. It was a wonderful moment held in the sunshine by the grandfather tree. The students sang the ‘Garden Song’ to Pat, and we presented him
with a card and gift from the school. I know parents will welcome the chance to thank Pat and we will invite you to a tree-planting ceremony together
with Pat soon.
This Friday, we will thank Fran for her service to the school in a whole school assembly at 1.30 pm. Fran’s contribution has been instrumental in
guiding the school to where it is today, and we all owe her a debt of gratitude for the courage and sacrifices that she has made to enable us all to
continue the exciting journey of growing our school. All are invited to attend.
Setting the annoyances of illness aside, there have been so many positive things happening this term. Recently, we had 16 students make it through
to the Regional cross-country finals with 3 going through to represent the school at the State level during the upcoming holidays. The most pleasing
part was the reports that our students at the Regionals were so supportive of each other, always making the effort to cheer each other on and to be
positive.
Amid somewhat of a staffing crisis, we still managed to have six classes attend camps over the course of the term. This included the Year 10’s who
stoically managed their way through their COVIDish start to their exchange to come out the other side, still smiling, and have a rewarding trip. We
conducted solo concerts, information day, several round-robin sports days, Reconciliation Week celebrations, wetlands walk, the AGM, a trip to
Melbourne to the Symphony Orchestra, primary parent-teacher interviews, hosted Howqua community service students and two work experience
students, NAPLAN, Year 9 Service Program, Year 7 Play Night, Year 8 Play Night, Gabriel Bergmoser (Author) talk, Autumn Festivals, Winter
Festivals, Bendigo Bank Community Fund Information Night, and the Comedy Festival. All this was in addition to the rich program that students are
engaged in during their regular day.
Thanks to all the staff (including our many relief staff), students, and parents that made this term possible due to their flexibility and willingness to
make the last-minute changes that allowed us to keep delivering quality experiences.
Have a great holiday!

Glenn Hood
PRINCIPAL

2022 TERM 1 KEY DATES TO NOTE...

Term 2: Wed 27 April – Fri 24 June
Class 1 - 3 Winter Festival

Tuesday 21 June 7pm

Morning Star Honey Bees Winter Festival

Wednesday 22 June 10am-12pm

Class 4 - 6 Winter Festival

Wednesday 22 June 7pm

Class 1 local walks – Rifle Butts Reserve (details to
come)

Thursday 23 June 11.20 – 3pm

Rosa Mundi Prep Winter Festival

Thursday 23 June 3.30 – 5pm

Year 8 Play Shakespeare

Thursday 23 June
12pm School performance.
7pm Community performance at the PAC

Morning Star Echidna Winter Festival

Friday 24 June 10am-12pm

Secondary Winter Festival Students only

Friday 24 June 1pm

Last day of Term 2

Friday 24 June 2.20pm departure

Term 3:
Tue 19 July – Fri 16 September
Staff PD day (STUDENT FREE)

Monday 18 July

Class 5 & 6 YMCA Howmans Gap Falls Creek camp 1st
week of T3!

Monday 18 – Wednesday 20 July

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 1 & 2

Monday 25 July 9am – 4pm

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 3 & 4

Tuesday 26 July 9am – 4pm

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 5 – Year 8

Wednesday 27 July 9am – 4pm

AFL Footy Incursion for Classes 2 - 6

Friday 29 July & 5 August School day

Year 11 Trivia Night – Adults only

Friday 29 July 7pm

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 1 & 2

Monday 1 August 9am – 4pm

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 3 & 4

Tuesday 2 August 9am – 4pm

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 5 – Year 8

Wednesday 3 August 9am – 4pm

Year 9 & 10 Class play ‘Never Eat a Talking Lobster’

Thursday 4 August 12pm
student performance 7pm
Evening performance – All Welcome.

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 1 & 2

Monday 8 August 9am – 4pm

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 3 & 4

Tuesday 9 August 9am – 4pm

Keynote Speaker –
Lou Harvey-Zahra. Parent talk ‘The Crossing’

Wednesday 10 August 7 – 8pm

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 1 & 2

Monday 15 August 9am – 4pm

Mt Stirling Ski program Class 3 & 4

Tuesday 16 August 9am – 4pm

Mt Buller Ski program Class 5 – Year 8

Dates TBC!

Please note on school hard copy calendar Cancellation

Student free day Friday 26 August

Last day of Term 3

Friday 16 September 2.20pm departure

EARLY CHILDHOOD

Please join us for our Early Childhood Midwinter Festival Friday 24th June, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
We invite each child to bring one guest to join them for this special festival. Please let your child’s teacher know who will be
attending. We kindly request that younger siblings stay home with loved ones where possible. Children are welcome to just attend
for the duration of the festival with their guest. We understand this won’t suit all families, so a simple program will run from 9:0010:00 am, and in the afternoon for those who will stay at school until the end of the school day. Please advise your child’s teacher if
they will be with us before and/or after the festival.

MORNING STAR KINDERGARTEN
Morning Star children will be preparing for our Winter festival this week. Singing morning
circle with Prep friends, finishing our window stars and working on weavings for the
windows. We have enjoyed the story ‘The elves and the shoemaker’ over the past week in
our magic tent. Fridays have been an adventurous day walking in the big school, enjoying
a glass of hot chocolate on the steps of the hall and looking up at the enormous
grandfather tree, ‘so many birds visit there in the afternoons!’ said Aubrey. After our
afternoon walk the children have been drawing in their floor books reflecting on the fun
week we have had together.
Sandi Valerio
Morning Star Kindergarten

ROSA MUNDI
Mud, mud, everywhere, up our noses, in our hair,
Inside gumboots, sodden socks, we love mud an awful lot!
Happy Midwinter Solstice to all of our Prep families! We have been enjoying the depths of
winter with muddy escapades both in our own garden and down at the creek. Our final
week of term will be filled with preparations for our Winter Festival, baking crumble and
cookies and gathering candles for our celebration on Friday morning. We wish all of our
Rosa Mundi crew wonderful and relaxing holidays.
Amy Burns
Rosa Mundi Prep teacher

PRIMARY

CLASS ONE
Class 1 have had a lovely change of Main Lesson to the study the local area. The children
loved their walk to the Mansfield Mullum Wetlands last Friday. The spotted superb fairy
wrens, rosellas, magpies, swamp hens, and a cormorant. Rikali the water rat was a big
highlight, as we stood on the bridge, we watched him duck and dive, hunting in the water
weed. At school, we have enjoyed looking at the local and introduced flora and fauna. The
bird life has been prolific. We spent a long time observing the plovers, cockatoos and
curious magpies and whilst admiring the wattle about to burst into bloom we were
surprised to find a bower bird's beautiful bower decorated with all things blue.
Thank you to all the parents for coming to our parent meetings. It has been great to share
your children’s beautiful Main Lesson work and craft work. It has been a wonderful term of
festivals and despite all the illnesses we have made it to the end. I look forward to seeing
you all after the holidays.
Ariel Stava
Class One teacher

CLASS TWO
Last week, Class 2 made a beautiful card to show their appreciation to Pat with lovely
drawings of the garden that he so lovingly created, and nurtured, for them to enjoy. We
will miss seeing Pat about the school and wish him all the best. The class have finished
the semester by making their times table boards and threading wonderful patterns with
wool. The Lauriston students on community service have joined the class regularly over
the past couple of weeks which has been a great help and lots of fun. Thank you!
Lou Pullar
Class Two teacher

CLASS THREE
Class 3 have had a wonderful time exploring how we live in and interpret time. Clare has
taken the class on a journey of different clocks that were used to measure time before the
advent of the analogue clock. As we have progressed through the Main Lesson, we have
begun to learn about the increments of analogue time, which has also given us the
opportunity to revisit skip-counting in 5’s and how this relates to the 5 times tables as the
numbers of the analogue clock face. This Main Lesson will finish with finding North with
our analogue watches so that we can build a sundial and record the time throughout the
day. We welcome Hannah, a work experience student from Ringwood High School into
our class for the final week of school.
Class 3 had an exhilarating time at Camp Jungai, hanging from the Possum Pull and
navigating our way around the orienteering course. The whole class worked together with
our leader, Nate, to get through the cold, wind and rain to make sure we had the best time
we could. Aunty Aurore, a Tungurung Elder, welcomed us warmly to her country. She shared her knowledge of the local area through stories and artefacts
captivating her young audience with her strong voice and presence.
Suz McKay/Clare Bennetts
Class Three teacher/s

CLASS FOUR
Our final week of school sees the finish of our Local Area Mapping Main Lesson. We have mapped our classroom, our houses and the school. The school
presented our greatest challenge - first we measured the perimeter, then worked out the general dimensions; adding in the main features such as
buildings, the grandfather tree and the oval to make it more life-like. It is always good to have a very practical way of practicing measurement, and by the
end of the week we should have worked out the area of the school – just how many hectares do we take up?

Jacinta Walker
Class Four teacher

CLASS FIVE
Class Five have continued to hear stories from Persia and have now moved to Babylon.
The students have heard of the fertile crescent, the beginning of agriculture and the dawn
of civilisation. The students will hear the story of Gilgamesh, the oldest surviving notable
literature in the world, as we finish Term 2. The students will celebrate the winter solstice
with our Winter Festival on Wednesday night, and we will begin Term 3 with our ski trip to
Falls Creek. On Friday, the students will join the celebration of Fran’s contribution to the
school and her retirement.
Michael Brittain
Class Five teacher

CLASS SIX
Class Six have started a new Main Lesson on Ancient Rome. This has been a continuum
from previous ancient cultures studied over the years and gives the children the
opportunity to reflect on the changes in our civilisation from Ancient India, Persia, Egypt
and Greece. They have heard the stories of how Rome began and will follow these stories
into Term 3.
The class will begin next term with a ski camp to Falls Creek and will also welcome Vanya
as their teacher while I take leave. I look forward to my return in Term 4 after some time in
the warmth.

Linda Sampson
Class Six teacher

CRAFT
What a great time of year to participate in crafting, at home in the warmth of a fire with
winter raging outside.
The winter school holidays are fast approaching and it is a great time for students to
practice their crafting skills.
Skills to practice include knitting, crochet, embroidery, sewing, and weaving.
Students who need to catch up on their craft projects will come home with their projects
and materials. Other students can keep practicing their skills by being creative and
imaginative on their own projects using materials you have at home.
Class 1 – Knitting, Class 2 – Knitting, Class 3 – Embroidering, weaving and crochet,
Class 4- cross stitch and crochet, Class 5 – knitting and long stitch embroidery, Class 6 –
sewing and doll making. Be encouraging as students work through the challenges and
enjoy working together.
Lou Jenkins
Craft

CROSS COUNTRY REGIONALS
Mansfield Steiner had five Primary Runners and eight Secondary Runners in last week's
regional cross country resulting in four students through to the state.
Congratulation to:
Annella and Eva 12/13 YR OLD
Charlie 15YR OLD Boys
Edwin 14 YR OLD Boys
Amy Jewson
Secondary

SECONDARY

YEAR 7
Year 7 have moved on from learning about the Circulatory and Respiratory systems and
are now learning about both male and female Reproductive systems. We are talking about
wellbeing and the development of teenagers through puberty and discussing influences
that can help and hinder wellbeing, growth, and development. One aspect of this week's
learning is interviewing their parents about their own birth story.

Kate Hood
Head of Secondary- Deputy Principal

YEAR 8
Year 8 are all steam ahead for their Shakespeare play 'The Taming of the Shrew". They
are rehearsing this week at the PAC and enjoying the space and grandeur of the large
stage and professional lighting.
This Thursday at 7 pm at the PAC. Hope to see you there!
Kate Hood
Head of Secondary- Deputy Principal

YEAR 9
Year 9 have completed their community service program for Term 2. Last week they completed a large rubbish pick-up from Tunnel Bend to Sheepyard Flat
and finished off their time by enjoying some hot chips on a very cold day. We would like to
thank Sarah Hedger and Parks Victoria for the opportunities offered to the Year 9’s this
term.

Kate Hood
Head of Secondary - Deputy Principal

YEAR 10
Year 10 have safely arrived back to cold Mansfield from their seven week long adventure
to the NT and QLD. They were lucky enough to participate in Cairns Hinterland Steiner
School’s winter festival. They will present their journey to the school on Friday before we
all depart for the holidays. We look forward to seeing the photos and clips from the trip.

Tim Cook
Outdoor Education Teacher

YEAR 11 IB MATHS
When am I ever going to use this Maths in real life?
These are questions that maths students ask year after year and thanks to the Corona
Virus pandemic, us Maths teachers have some great answers.
Throughout history we have seen pandemic diseases such as the Black Death in the
Middle Ages and the Spanish Flu at the beginning of the 20th century. How do we know
how contagious COVID-19 is, and how to predict and prevent its spread and what it’s
going to do to the economy? Answer: statistics!
The IB students have just completed their first statistics unit where they revisited the
applications of the mean, median and mode of data sets and delved into different ways
to measure the spread of data. The most interesting part was investigating the most
appropriate way to visually represent and summarise data and the realisation of how easy it is to manipulate data visually in order to make the reader
believe a particular message, no matter its actual accuracy.
Same data – different Y axes. What do you see?
Amy Jewson
IB Maths

ALUMNI TALK
On Monday, MRSSK alumni student Gabriel Bergmoser visited to share his experiences
with the secondary cohort. He enthusiastically explained his writing journey culminating in
becoming a published author with many titles to his name. It was a story of great will,
perseverance and endurance. A story that all students will benefit from hearing. The highs
and lows (of which there are many) allowed our students to gain some insight into the
career of a professional writer. We are so lucky to have past students come back and
connect with our current students.
Kate Hood
Head of Secondary - Deputy Principal

COMMUNITY NOTICES

PLAYGROUP

PONDERING STEINER

The playgroup program remains suspended for Term 2
2022.

The Pondering Steiner reading group gathers each
THURSDAY evening of the school term .

We value your support and appreciation of our playgroup
and we look forward to being able to run the program
again in the future.

Time: 7.15pm for 7.30pm start.
Where: Shop 5/12 High St. Mansfield.

Glenn Hood
Principal

Please call Janina on 0421 812 881 if you would like to
attend.
SORRY UNSUITABLE FOR CHILDREN of any age.

SENTRAL FOR PARENTS APP
The Sentral for Parents app is used by the school to communicate important information including
excursion and/or camp information, academic reports and other school information.
Please login regularly and “allow notifications” for the app to receive school information in a timely
manner.
If you have issues accessing the app or have lost your access key, please contact Andrew or
Sally at the office.
Sentral link:
https://mansfieldsteiner.sentral.com.au/portal2
Get Help with Sentral for Parents App & Portal

NGOBI-AN GADHABA GARDEN
Ngobi-an Gadhaba garden - You could take a family walk through the new Ngobi-an
Gadhaba (learn together) garden at the Botanical Garden created by Gadhaba Local Aboriginal
Network.
The garden will introduce you to some of the plants used by the Yowung-illam-balluk people for
food, medicine, tools and fibre.
We acknowledge and respect the continuing connection to Country of the Yowung-illam-balluk
people of the Taungurung clan on whose land we work and play. We pay our respect to their
Elders past, present and emerging and extend this to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
People. https://taungurung.com.au/

2022 SCHOOL DATES

2022

Start

End

Term 1

Monday 31 January 2022

Friday, 8 April 2022

2.20pm departure

Term 2

Wednesday 27 April 2022

Friday, 24 June 2022

2.20pm departure

Term 3

Tuesday, 19 July 2022

Friday, 16 September 2022

2.20pm departure

Term 4

Tuesday, 4 October 2022

Friday, 9 December 2022

3.20pm normal departure time

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE
2022 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options - see here.
ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL including parent helpers must sign in at reception.
ALL VISITORS will receive a numbered visitor’s tag which is to be returned to reception at the time of signing out, thank you. CHILD SAFE – Visitors to the
school who do not have a current Working With Children Check will be escorted to the area of the campus concerning their visit.
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE must also be signed in/out at reception. This allows staff to be aware of who is on the school
grounds if an emergency should occur.
ALL PARENT HELPERS AT THE KINDERGARTEN AND SCHOOL MUST HAVE A WORKING WITH CHILDREN CARD There is no charge for a
‘volunteer’ WWC. You can register online and just provide us with a receipt of your application. We will receive a paper record of your card if you nominate
the school on the application. Please ensure you apply for a WWC card if you would like to assist in your child’s classroom or on excursions etc., thank
you. See http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/

CAR PARK
Please park in the parking bays, not along the side of the drive and NOT IN THE TURNING CIRCLES as this stops the flow of traffic for other vehicles,
particularly large delivery vans. Please do not park in the turning circles when dropping off or collecting your child from kinder. Move your vehicle very
slowly. Be alert for children – remember the younger they are, the less predictable they are and the harder they are to see. Parents, please watch your
children. Make sure they walk along the path – and not through the driveway.
SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW
Please follow the traffic directions at the front of the school. Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a left turn onto the service road,
thank you.
THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) The Governance Committee holds legal responsibility for the activities of the School. It meets on the third Monday
each month to consider and decide on any issues of school governance. This group is legally responsible for the oversight of all aspects of the
School. Elections are held at the AGM in May each year.
Management of the school is delegated to the Principal and the School Leadership team. Here is the structure of our current Committee:
President – Sarah Lieber
Vice President – John Bowen
Treasurer – Tim Ross
Secretary – Nicole Nye
School Finance Committee – Tim Ross, Sarah Lieber
Policy Mandate Group – John Bowen
Project Steering Team – Nicole Nye, Sarah Lieber
Staff Recruitment & Well-Being Committee – Jan White

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM: Responsible for oversight of all management, pedagogical and welfare functions of the school. Members: Glenn Hood,
Andrew Karzons, Sue Plumb, Kate Hood, Michael Brittain, Celeste Cleason and Sandi Valerio.
STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES
Glenn Hood (Principal) glennh@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to discuss any
issue regarding your child, thank you)
Michael Brittain (Deputy Principal Head of Primary) michaelb@mrssk.vic.edu.au
Kate Hood (Deputy Principal Head of Secondary) kateh@mrssk.vic.edu.au
Sue Plumb (IB Coordinator) suep@mrssk.vic.edu.au
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au
Sally Singleton (Admin Officer) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au – Everyday admin enquiries.
All staff have a school email address as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is happy to share our Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local businesses,
promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when considering the purchase of goods or services.
As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business community through the submission of business information. Please
complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be returned to sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au or dropped in to the school
office.
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

TRADE

BUSINESS NAME

CONTACT NAME

PHONE
NUMBER

EMAIL

Registered Osteopath

Dr Bernadette Gifford

Dr Bernadette Gifford

5775 2166

bn.osteo@hotmail.com

Osteopath

DETAILS

The Shearing Shed Mansfield

Jodie Morris

5775 2300

morrisjodie1973@gmail.com

Men’s Hairdressing, Proraso Grooming products & Wahl
Grooming products

Agriculture

HCH Genetics

Jacqui Aylan-Parker or
Dale Edwards

0429795468 or
0427806672

jacquiaylanp@gmail.com

Cattle AI, semen sales, ultrasound pregnancy testing,
embryo flush and transfer.

Retail

Mansfield Sweets Shoppe

Natasha Kavanagh

5775 3221

info@mansfieldsweets@gmail.com

Barber Shop

Lollies & treats
Green living Accredited.
Master Builder Member
New homes, extension & renovations, shop fits &
commercial projects.

Registered Commercial & Domestic
Builder

Full Scale Constructions

Matt Anderson

0405 441 473

matt@fullscaleconstructons.com.au

Mechanic

High Country Mechanical

Scott Ersvaer

0409 700 978

hcm20B@gmail.com

10% Discount for Steiner Families.
All mechanical work, cars & farm machinery.

Electrician

Daniel Friday

Dan Friday

0448 533 510

d.a.friday@hotmail.com

All types of electrical, installation & repairs. Split system air
conditioning supply & installation. TV Antenna & Satellite
Dish installation & repairs.
Fully Licensed & insured.

Retail

Mansfield Noodle House

Jamie & Michelle

5779 1880

jamiepon@hotmail.com

Chinese Cuisine & noodles.
Student and teacher lunches by special order.

Retail

Shopping World

Michelle & Maggie

5775 2838

N/A

Graphic Designer

Baker Design Co.

Adam Baker

0407 007 245

info@adambaker.com.au

Graphic Design, Sign Writing,
Murals.

Life Coaching / Business
Consultancy

Briana Seaton Coaching

Briana Seaton

0427 878 071

hello@brianaseaton.com

www.brianaseaton.com
Life & Business Coaching.
Published co-author ‘Empowered Woman Empowering the
World’.

Retail

Snowfox

Kym Henderson

0419 526 344

kym@snowfox.com.au

Artist, Qualified Dressmaker, Interior
Decorator and Designer

Agnes Robinson

Agnes Robinson

0413 564 228

agirobinson@gmail.com

workshops &
Covid-19 Masks.

0412 049 244

Brad@bramic.com.au

New homes, extensions, renovations.

Variety Shop. Party needs, craft, kitchen needs, picture
frames and storage etc.

Snowfox.com.au

Builder

Skiwear, Ski Accessories, Winter boots, Designer casuals,
Alpine jewellery, homewares, snow-themed toys, Mt Buller
clothing & souvenirs.
Natural toys, alterations, sustainable products, craft

Bramic Constructions

Brad Brkljacic

Painter

Mansfield Painter

Dane Nye

0439 326 300

dane@555garage.com

Master painter – Domestic or Commercial Painting. Interior
& Exterior.

Registered Domestic and
Commercial Master

Cronin Construction Company Pty.
Ltd.

Lachlan Cronin

0409 796 126

croninconstruction1@bigpond.com

Everything building and construction, including civil
contracting

Lachlan Cronin

0409 796 126

croninconstruction1@bigpond.com

EWP (all terrain scissor lift and knuckle booms) and crane
truck hire

Michelle Eggenberger
Jensen

0482 852 519

www.dharmacentre.com.au

Women’s Health, Hormonal Imbalances, Fertility IVF
support, Pain, Autoimmune conditions, mental health

Hire Plant and Equipment
Natural Healthcare

Straight Up Equipment Hire

Dharma Centre

Copyright © 2022 Education, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

