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THE NOTHING POEM 

When children come home 
at the end of the day, 

There's a question they're asked 
As they scurry to play. 

"Tell me, what did you do in school today?" 
"Nothing, I did nothing today!" 

Perhaps nothing means that I played with blocks. 
Tied my own shoes, or found beautiful rocks. 

Maybe the monarchs hatched today 
or maybe I found a new friend to play. 
Maybe today was the very first time 

my scissors followed a very straight line. 
Perhaps I learned a new song

and sang all the words, 
Or I touched a feather from the strangest of birds. 

When you're in preschool and your heart has wings, 
"Nothing" can mean some wonderful things! 

Author Unknown 

 

To Nicky and family, 

Dear School Community, 

I hope you had an enjoyable and restful long weekend. There were certainly many tired students towards the end of last week. Not to mention the
tired staff and parents. 

https://mailchi.mp/91f856dd8c18/the-messenger-16664248?e=a3822f5714
https://mansfieldsteiner.vic.edu.au/the-messenger/


Thank you so much to everyone involved in our Spring Fair and Open Day. Despite the inclement weather, it was a fantastic day with an excellent
turnout of people from within our school and the wider community. 

On display was a great example of the community pitching in to create a positive atmosphere with simple, fun, and creative activities for children.
Feeding many people is always a challenge, and we could not have done this without the input of parents, students, and staff. Thank you to everyone
who manned stalls, baked, cooked, washed dishes and helped set up and pack up. 

The music concert was an excellent chance for the students to perform for many people that might otherwise never get to see them. The variety of
performances and the willingness of students to stand up in front of strangers and give their best is amazing. 

Thank you again for being part of the day and for being willing to support the school and our students with your time, energy, and hard-earned money.
We raised in the order of $8,000 which will be directed towards a basketball court in the secondary end of the school. 

Next week, Secondary students will perform in their solo music concerts, Year 7 & 8 on Wednesday, and Year 9, 10 & 11 on Thursday. Both concerts
include ensembles and start at 7.00 pm in Melliodora Hall. All members of the community are welcome to attend. 

As we head toward the end of the year families can feel more busy than usual and our children can benefit from some extra downtime. I encourage
you to take the time, when you can, to create space for your children to do as little as possible. Hopefully, this past weekend enabled you to do this. 
Warm regards, 
  

Glenn Hood 
PRINCIPAL

2022 KEY DATES TO NOTE...

2022 Term 4  Tuesday 4 October – Friday 9 December  
High Country Festival Long Weekend Monday 31 October



STUDENT FREE DAY
Melbourne Cup Day PUBLIC HOLIDAY Tuesday 1 November
2023 Year 10 Exchange Program – Year 9 parent meeting Wednesday 2  Thursday 3 November 7pm
Class 2 & 3 Mt Timbertop excursion Thursday 3 November 9am
Class 6 Play ‘The Nose Competition’ Thursday 3 November 12pm   7pm
Class 5 & 6 Surf Camp Phillip Island Tuesday 8 – Friday 11 November
Secondary Solo Concerts Year 7 & 8 Wednesday 9 November 7pm
Secondary Solo Concerts Years 9, 10 & 11 Thursday 10 November 7pm
Eurythmy workshops for Primary classes with Jan Baker-
Finch Monday 14 – Friday 18 November

Kinder to Prep – Prep to Class 1 transition session Tuesday 15 November 9am – 11am
2023 Year 7 students transition in Class 6 Tuesday 22 November 9am – 3.20pm
Report Writing Day  STUDENT FREE DAY Friday 25 November
2023 3 yo kindergarten Parent / Teacher interviews Friday 25 November 9am – 4pm
Kinder to Prep – Prep to Class 1 transition session Tuesday 29 November 9am – 11am
2023 new 4 yo kindergarten Parent / Teacher interviews Tuesday 29 November 9am – 11am
2023 Year 7 students transition day in Year 7 Tuesday 29 November 9am – 3.20pm
Year 10 & 11 Benalla Art Gallery excursion Wednesday 30 November 12.15-3.15pm
Class 5 Play ‘Into the Labyrinth’ Thursday 1 December
Kinder to Prep – Prep to Class 1 transition day Tuesday 6 December 9am – 2pm
Honeybee Christmas Festival Wednesday 7 December 10am – 12pm
Echidna & Rosa Mundi Christmas Festival-10am-12pm 
Normal school day departure 3.20pm Thursday 8 December

School Christmas festival / family picnic Thursday 8 December 6pm
Last day of term Friday 9 December (normal departure time)

CAR PARK SAFETY 
Parents dropping/picking up students from school must ensure that their children use the footpath for accessing the car park.

Students/parents are not to walk through the car park or through the turning circle to/from the driveway. 
  

We prefer parents to park in the afternoon when picking up students as the turning circle becomes congested and encourages
unnecessary foot traffic through the car park. 

  
Also, if your child needs to cross Highett St, please ensure they do so at the Mansfield Council staffed crossing closer to MASS,

rather than where the buses are pulling in/out in front of the school. 
  

Thank you for your assistance in keeping our children safe.
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD AND PRIMARY

 MORNING STAR KINDERGARTEN 
Rain, rain go away let us play outside again! The children in Morning Star are calling Lady Spring
every day to come and play. Nevertheless we are still having fun in the wet garden. Dams have
been built and are overflowing, we have noticed that the worms are twice as long and fat as usual
and they live everywhere. On our nature walk we discovered a Geko! She must have travelled
down a long way south to make a home here. So many new creatures have come to visit in the
wet times.

Our story was about Bogong moth man and Myee. The children sat and watched as Mt Buller
became all of the colours of the rainbow as Myee lifted from under the snow. We will be searching
for bogong moths under eaves of houses now. 

Sandi Valerio 
Morning Star Teacher

 ROSA MUNDI PREP 
Down in Rosa Mundi the children joyfully welcomed back the rain and the plentiful mud and puddles that fill our garden. Industrious hands scooped water
from puddles to fill enormous holes in the sandpit, while many children tiptoed inside seeking the warmth of the fire. There they found some special new doll
friends who have come to visit and have kept our hands busy building homes and shelters for them and keeping them fed and warm. 

Busy hands have been stitching library bags and chair cushions in anticipation of Class One next year. Despite the rain, we are beginning our final Spring
Morning Circle for the year this week as Summer and Christmas are just around the corner!  

Amy Burns 
Rosa Mundi Teacher



PRIMARY

CLASS ONE 
Class One enjoyed working with the Stories of the Dreamtime Main Lesson, developing a greater
connection to country through an indigenous perspective building love and care for local plants
and animals of the earth. This week the class begins a new Main Lesson as the children work with
the characters of Rapunzel, Rumpelstiltskin and Jack and The Beanstalk to put the 4
Mathematical processes into practice. 

The children are enjoying working through the creative process as they construct and design their
scissor bag during Handcraft. Last week they cut their felt patch that will be home to their pins and
needles before dying it their own special colour. They have also enjoyed Spanish and Sport work
with Vanya in their weekly schedule. 

We welcome Anais and her family to Class One and farewell Ivy as she returns to her home in
Melbourne. 

Ariel Stava   
Class One teacher  

 
CLASS TWO
Despite the weather interrupting the Class One and Two spring walks we have been making the
most of being outside when we can, we had a great morning floating boats along the creek last
Thursday.   

There was plenty of fun in the science of finding the right boat, whether it be long, short, flat,
chunky, dry or light or if it needed enhancements like a sail! 

Lou Pullar 
Class Two teacher

CLASS FOUR
Class Four are back in the classroom after a wonderful three-day camp to Portsea vía Healesville
Sanctuary and coming home vía the ferry and Werribee Zoo. We are now looking at the
Australian, and in particular the Victorian animals, we saw on our trip. 

 As well we will be decorating our Viking shields; lots of studs to hammer in, wood to paint and
runes to burn! 

Jacinta Walker 
Class Four teacher  

 



CLASS FIVE
It was wonderful to see the Class Five children and their families for our Spring Fair & Open Day.
We incorporated some of the planning into our World of Mathematics Main Lesson by estimating
and calculating total costs, profits and averages. The students have also been reviewing vertical
addition and subtraction, long division, and multiplication. As well as using these processes to
solve multiple-step word problems. 

We have found a rhythm in working through the class play and the children’s efforts to learn their
lines has been impressive. We are focusing now on the delivery and inflection of those lines,
which has been fun. 

Inspired by the writing competition for the Mansfield Agriculture Show, the children all wrote a
short poem about their favourite bird that involved descriptive language, writing a draft, editing
their work and completing a final copy. Some students entered their work into this competition. 

Class Five are looking forward to their surf camp in Week 6, which is fast approaching. 

Michael Brittain / Amy McMahon 
Class Five teacher/s

CLASS SIX
Class Six are busy learning lines and preparing for their play, ‘The Nose Competition’. It has been
a busy time at school and also a few students have been ill, but the show must go on, and on it
will, this Thursday at 12 noon and 7 pm. 

 We are also looking forward to surf camp next week for 4 days with Class Five. The students will
have a 2-hour surf lesson each day and also visit many of the sights of the Phillip Island while
encountering many of the local animals. 

A big thank you for all the support for the Spring Fair/Open Day. The woodwork station was very
popular and it was great to see so much action while keeping all fingers intact! 

Linda Sampson 
Class Six teacher

MUSIC
Our Open Day concert was a feast of musical delights. We thoroughly enjoyed hearing class
orchestras, duets, secondary ensembles and bands. All this was topped off with Mansfield
Steiner Performance Orchestra (MSPO) performing their recent Sydney tour set. The range of
musical styles was broad and varied and the students performed with enthusiasm, grace and
composure. It was a busy day for all and we thank our audiences for their kind support. 

Our Secondary students are busy preparing for their solo concert evenings. These are happening
during Week 6. Years 7 and 8 on Wednesday 9 November and Years 9, 10 and 11 on Thursday
10 November. Both concerts will commence at 7pm in the Melliodora Hall and will also feature
the class ensembles. 

Celeste Cleason 
Music Coordinator

KITCHEN GARDEN

We look forward to harvesting more salad greens and fresh vegetables for our Spring lunch
menu. 

Karen Waring 
Cooking Coordinator

SECONDARY 



YEAR 7

This week is just the tip of the iceberg of our Wish, Wonder, Surprise Main Lesson, a lesson
where students will learn the skills to convey greater meaning in their writing, using poetry as the
vehicle to take them there. 

Their creative writing will aim to express thoughts, feelings, and emotions in each distinct section
of wish, wonder, and surprise. 

The star filled chalk drawing was chosen for this lesson as you wish upon the stars, look up to
them and wonder, and the shooting star might just lead to a surprise at the end… 

Nicholas Koschitzke 
Year 7 Class Guardian 
 

YEAR 8

Students have launched into the Chemistry of Food and Process Main Lesson through the
experience of chocolate as it warms in our mouth, shifting along a sticky continuum from solid to
liquid, the sensation of sweet sugar and milk solids enveloping the flavour of cocoa beans. 
Students are also exploring the history of the cocoa bean from a currency that could be ground up
with chilli and consumed by the ancient Aztecs to its modern incarnation in 1847 as a ‘chocolate
bar’.  

Along the way students are exploring the difference between chemical and physical reactions,
from cooking eggs to evaporating and dissolving sugar in water and the processes involved. 

Dion Hall 
Main Lesson Teacher 
 

YEAR 9
With a successful expedition completed, students are currently working through an outdoor
program reflection. 

This will be an assessment piece but more importantly an individual story they have created of
their experiences throughout the program this year. 

It will forever act as a reminder to the students of all their accomplishments throughout the
program. 

Tim Cook 
Outdoor Education Teacher 

 

IB CHEMISTRY
"Kate, I just named 2,2,4 trimethylpentane correctly!" Students walked into Chemistry this week with no knowledge of
Organic Chemistry and can now draw, name, and identify key components of complex organic molecules. 

This topic in our chemistry course is significantly challenging but it also has tangible real-world links and applications,
something that helps build and broaden understanding. Investigating medicines, fossil fuels, plastics, and biofuels are
all a part of organic chemistry and stimulate excellent questioning and curiosity.  

Kate Hood
IB Chemistry / Head of Secondary 

 



PARENTS & FRIENDS CRAFT GROUP
Any parents interested in beautiful handmade craft please
come and join us in making treasures for the school and
gather simple ideas to create seasonal tables for the
home.  
Each Wednesday 12-2pm and Fridays 1-3pm. 8 Links
Road, Mansfield. Enquiries can be directed to Eileen on
0488555952.  
 

 
PONDERING STEINER
The Pondering Steiner reading group gathers each
THURSDAY  of the school term . 

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF TIME: 4.30 - 6.00pm 
Where: Shop 5/12 High St. Mansfield. 

Please call Janina on 0421 812 881 if you would like to
attend.  
SORRY UNSUITABLE FOR CHILDREN of any age.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
CALLING ALL PARENTS AND FRIENDS - Christmas
decoration kits are available from school, we need
more assistance and would appreciate your support
in sewing some decorations before the end of
November. 

Please call into the office and pick one up if you feel
like doing a little hand sewing and supporting the end
of year gift to each student, a new Christmas
decoration for the family Christmas tree. In
anticipation, thank you! 
 

SENTRAL FOR PARENTS APP
The Sentral for Parents app is used by the school to
communicate important information including excursion
and/or camp information, academic reports and other
school information.  

Please login regularly and “allow notifications” for the
app to receive school information in a timely manner.  

If you have issues accessing the app or have lost your
access key, please contact Andrew or Sally at the office. 
 

NGOBI-AN GADHABA GARDEN
Ngobi-an Gadhaba garden - You could take a family walk through the new Ngobi-an
Gadhaba (learn together) garden at the Botanical Garden created by Gadhaba Local Aboriginal
Network. 

The garden will introduce you to some of the plants used by the Yowung-illam-balluk people for
food, medicine, tools and fibre. 
  
We acknowledge and respect the continuing connection to Country of the Yowung-illam-balluk
people of the Taungurung clan on whose land we work and play. We pay our respect to their
Elders past, present and emerging and extend this to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
People.  https://taungurung.com.au/ 
 

https://taungurung.com.au/


2022 / 2023 SCHOOL DATES

2022 Start End  

Term 1 Monday 31 January 2022 Friday 8 April 2022 2.20pm departure

Term 2 Wednesday 27 April 2022 Friday 24 June 2022 2.20pm departure

Term 3 Tuesday 19 July 2022 Friday 16 September 2022 2.20pm departure

Term 4 Tuesday 4 October 2022 Friday 9 December 2022 3.20pm normal departure time

2023 Start End  
Term 1 Tuesday 31 January 2023 Thursday 6 April 2023 2.20pm departure
Term 2 Wednesday 26 April 2023 Friday 23 June 2023 2.20pm departure
Term 3 Tuesday 18 July 2023 Friday 15 September 2023 2.20pm departure
Term 4 Tuesday 3 October 2023 Friday 8 December 2023 3.20pm normal departure time

 

SCHOOL EVENTS

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

2022 SCHOOL FEE SCHEDULE 
Is now available on the school website together with payment plan options..  

ALL VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL including parent helpers must sign in at reception.
ALL VISITORS will receive a numbered visitor’s tag which is to be returned to reception at the time of signing out, thank you.  CHILD SAFE – Visitors to the
school who do not have a current Working With Children Check will be escorted to the area of the campus concerning their visit. 
  
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY OR ARRIVING LATE must also be signed in/out at reception. This allows staff to be aware of who is on the school
grounds if an emergency should occur. 

ALL PARENT HELPERS AT THE KINDERGARTEN AND SCHOOL MUST HAVE A WORKING WITH CHILDREN CARD There is no charge for a
‘volunteer’ WWC. You can register online and just provide us with a receipt of your application.  We will receive a paper record of your card if you nominate
the school on the application. Please ensure you apply for a WWC card if you would like to assist in your child’s classroom or on excursions etc., thank
you.   See http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ 
  

CAR PARK 
Please park in the parking bays, not along the side of the drive and NOT IN THE TURNING CIRCLES as this stops the flow of traffic for other vehicles,
particularly large delivery vans.  Please do not park in the turning circles when dropping off or collecting your child from kinder. Move your vehicle very
slowly.  Be alert for children – remember the younger they are, the less predictable they are and the harder they are to see.   Parents, please watch your
children.  Make sure they walk along the path – and not through the driveway. 
  
SCHOOL ENTRY: TRAFFIC FLOW 
Please follow the traffic directions at the front of the school.  Entry to the school is one way. Departure from the school is a left turn onto the service road,
thank you. 

THE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (GC) The Governance Committee holds legal responsibility for the activities of the school. It meets on the third Monday
each month to consider and decide on any issues of school governance. This group is legally responsible for the oversight of all aspects of the
school. Elections are held at the AGM in May each year. 
Management of the school is delegated to the Principal and the School Leadership team. Here is the structure of our current Committee: 
President – Sarah Lieber 
Vice President – John Bowen 
Treasurer – Tim Ross 
Secretary – Nicole Nye 

School Finance Committee – Tim Ross, Sarah Lieber 
Policy Mandate Group – John Bowen 
Project Steering Team – Nicole Nye, Sarah Lieber 
Staff Recruitment & Well-Being Committee – Jan White 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM: Responsible for oversight of all management, pedagogical and welfare functions of the school. Members: Glenn Hood,
Andrew Karzons, Leith Pierce,  Kate Hood, Michael Brittain, Celeste Cleason and Sandi Valerio. 

STAFF SCHOOL EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Glenn Hood (Principal) glennh@mrssk.vic.edu.au - For ALL school issues. (Parents please note your first port of call is to your class teacher to discuss any
issue regarding your child, thank you) 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/


Michael Brittain (Deputy Principal Head of Primary) michaelb@mrssk.vic.edu.au   
Kate Hood (Deputy Principal Head of Secondary) kateh@mrssk.vic.edu.au  
Leith Pierce (IB Coordinator)  leithp@mrssk.vic.edu.au  
Andrew Karzons (Operations and Financial Manager) andrewk@mrssk.vic.edu.au    
Sally Singleton (Admin Officer) sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au  – Everyday admin enquiries. 
All staff have a school email address as above, being their first name and initial of their last name ie: name@mrssk.vic.edu.au.

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES

https://vic.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1079e87c331801310bd8d995e&id=b22beb1b43&e=bd5dab859b
mailto:sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au
mailto:name@mrssk.vic.edu.au






Youth Summer Drama Program 6 - 16 January 2023 
This exciting drama program initiative is now seeking applications for

participants to attend. After significant funding it’s being offered for only $50 for
each participant. Normally this would be $700 per person. It’s a first for
Mansfield and usually run in Gippsland. MMuDS is very excited to be

partnering with the Victorian Drama League to bring this program to Mansfield.
Manfield Secondary College, Mansfield Shire and Mansfield Radio wrote great
letter of support that accompanied MMuDS successful funding application to
the Bushfire Recovery Grants Program. Mansfield youth get first option for a
spot in the program up to the end of August after which it will open up to the
rest of Victoria. The program includes full residency at Merrijig Motor Inn with

transport to and from the PAC each day for rehearsals and shows. 
Over the past few years MMuDS has sponsored a couple of young people each

year to attend the program in Gippsland and the feedback from those people
has prompted us to work hard to bring this to our area so more Mansfield youth

can participate. The information and application form is on the MMuDS
website www.mmuds.org.au 

 

LOCAL BUSINESS REGISTER
Mansfield Steiner School is happy to share our Local Suppliers Register. The purpose of this register is to support our school community’s local businesses,
promoting a wider awareness so that our community can show local support when considering the purchase of goods or services. 
  
As we continue to grow this list, we are seeking the support of our local business community through the submission of business information. Please
complete the linked form to ensure your information is featured correctly. Forms can be returned to sallys@mrssk.vic.edu.au or dropped in to the school
office. 

http://www.mmuds.org.au/
https://vic.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1079e87c331801310bd8d995e&id=b5fa9aacb7&e=bd5dab859b


  
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us on 03 5779 1445.

TRADE BUSINESS NAME CONTACT NAME
PHONE

NUMBER
EMAIL DETAILS

Registered Osteopath Dr Bernadette Gifford Dr Bernadette Gifford 5775 2166 bn.osteo@hotmail.com Osteopath

Barber Shop The Shearing Shed Mansfield Jodie Morris 5775 2300 morrisjodie1973@gmail.com
Men’s Hairdressing, Proraso Grooming products & Wahl

Grooming products

Agriculture HCH Genetics
Jacqui Aylan-Parker or

Dale Edwards
0429795468 or

0427806672
jacquiaylanp@gmail.com

Cattle AI, semen sales, ultrasound pregnancy testing,
embryo flush and transfer.

Retail Mansfield Sweets Shoppe Natasha Kavanagh 5775 3221 info@mansfieldsweets@gmail.com Lollies & treats

Registered Commercial & Domestic
Builder

Full Scale Constructions Matt Anderson 0405 441 473 matt@fullscaleconstructons.com.au

Green living Accredited. 
Master Builder Member 

New homes, extension & renovations, shop fits &
commercial projects.

Mechanic High Country Mechanical Scott Ersvaer 0409 700 978 hcm20B@gmail.com
10% Discount for Steiner Families. 

All mechanical work, cars & farm machinery.

Electrician Daniel Friday Dan Friday 0448 533 510 d.a.friday@hotmail.com

All types of electrical, installation & repairs. Split system air
conditioning supply & installation. TV Antenna & Satellite

Dish installation & repairs. 
Fully Licensed & insured.

Retail Mansfield Noodle House Jamie & Michelle 5779 1880 jamiepon@hotmail.com
Chinese Cuisine & noodles. 

Student and teacher lunches by special order.

Retail Shopping World Michelle & Maggie 5775 2838 N/A
Variety Shop. Party needs, craft, kitchen needs, picture

frames and storage etc.

Graphic Designer Baker Design Co. Adam Baker 0407 007 245 info@adambaker.com.au
Graphic Design, Sign Writing, 

Murals.

Life Coaching / Business
Consultancy

Briana Seaton Coaching Briana Seaton 0427 878 071 hello@brianaseaton.com

www.brianaseaton.com 
Life & Business Coaching. 

Published co-author ‘Empowered Woman Empowering the
World’.

Retail Snowfox Kym Henderson 0419 526 344 kym@snowfox.com.au

Snowfox.com.au 
Skiwear, Ski Accessories, Winter boots, Designer casuals,
Alpine jewellery, homewares, snow-themed toys, Mt Buller

clothing & souvenirs.

Artist, Qualified Dressmaker, Interior
Decorator and Designer

Agnes Robinson Agnes Robinson 0413 564 228 agirobinson@gmail.com
Natural toys, alterations, sustainable products, craft

workshops & 
Covid-19 Masks.

Builder
Bramic Constructions 

 
Brad Brkljacic

0412 049 244 
 

Brad@bramic.com.au 
 

New homes, extensions, renovations. 
 

Painter Mansfield Painter Dane Nye 0439 326 300 dane@555garage.com
Master painter – Domestic or Commercial Painting. Interior

& Exterior.
Registered Domestic and

Commercial Master
Cronin Construction Company Pty.

Ltd.
Lachlan Cronin 0409 796 126 croninconstruction1@bigpond.com

Everything building and construction, including civil
contracting

Hire Plant and Equipment
Straight Up Equipment Hire 

 
Lachlan Cronin 0409 796 126 croninconstruction1@bigpond.com

EWP (all terrain scissor lift and knuckle booms) and crane
truck hire

Natural Healthcare Dharma Centre
Michelle Eggenberger

Jensen
0482 852 519 www.dharmacentre.com.au

Women’s Health, Hormonal Imbalances, Fertility IVF
support, Pain, Autoimmune conditions, mental health
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